		 of 
God Brought Plagues On Egypt Because of Abraham And Here’s Why (The Real Reason) | Genesis 12:10-20

In Genesis 12, Abram ends up in Egypt after a famine strikes the land. But, if you notice, this story is bridging two significant biblical events together. Not only is there a glimpse of the future, but there’s a callback to the past. And, when you see it, this small story will blow your mind. So, what’s really happening here? Is it just a coincidence that we see plagues coming on Egypt before Moses is ever alive? In this video, we’re going to unpack 13 key observations that will help you see this story a bit differently than you might be used to. Let’s jump into Genesis 12.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 11. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 12*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Summary: After Abram leaves his homeland of Babylon, God calls Abram out of Haran to pack up everything to go to a land Abram’s never been to. God promises Abram blessing, a future, a nation, a name, a house, and land, and Abram obeys God but brings Lot with him. Abram stops at two sacred locations to worship God, and then a famine drives Abram and his household to the land of Egypt where he deceives the Pharaoh and is sent away.

Verse 10 

1. Famine in the land - Genesis 26:1 tells us that Isaac will endure a famine in his lifetime, which causes him to move towards the land of the Philistines. The author tells us the last famine was in the days of Abraham, so you’re supposed to see a comparison between the two. Then God will appear to Isaac, and tell him not to go down to Egypt. So, we have God appearing, the patriarch moving, the famine happening, and a promise of blessing and abundance just as we see here in Genesis 12 with Abraham. 

God just told Abraham I will give you this land, and the next thing that happens is famine strikes the land, which seems to be in conflict with God’s promises.

2. Going Down To Egypt Was Abram supposed to go down to Egypt? Did God tell Abram to do this? Or did Abram move out of fear and react to his environment in his own human wisdom without consulting God? Considering what God tells Isaac in this exact situation in Genesis 26, we might be able to conclude that God did not want Abram going down to Egypt but the text doesn’t tell us. This could be a different situation but it seems unlikely. 

We don’t have any record of God telling him to go here, but we will see you later that Jacob will eventually follow Joseph to Egypt and bring his family down there where they will be slaves for 400 years

Application: Whether or not Abram fell out of the will of God here or not, we have to be very careful that we don’t begin to move out of fear and make decisions out of pure self-preservation. We have to consult God in all things rather than purely reacting to our environment. Prayer is how we discern the right move to make in any given situation. Sometimes what seems to offer us the most safety and protection will actually lead us into more problems that God wanted to spare us from. Fear of lack cannot move us. Fear, at all, cannot be the driving voice of our life. 

Of all the places, why did Abram choose to go down to Egypt? What did he know about Egypt? Did he have ay previous  knowledge of that place? Did he just head in a general direction and find himself in Egypt? Throughout the Bible, there will be a repeating theme of people either going down to Egypt or desiring to go to Egypt. 

We’ll see Joseph go down to Egypt and he’ll be there during another famine that hits the land of Canaan. Then his family will come down to him at Egypt to escape the famine. We already saw Isaac be warned not to go to Egypt during a famine. In exodus and numbers, the people of Israel will experience a kind of hunger and lack that drives them to want to go back to Egypt for the food that’s there. 

In 2 Kings 25, the people of Judah will try and escape from king Nebuchadnezzar and they’ll seek for refuge in Egypt under Pharaoh’s wing. Hosea speaks of how foolish Israel is for running to Egypt in times of terror seeking protection from them. In Matthew 2, toddler Jesus will escape King Herod because his parents bring him to Egypt. So there’s this theme throughout the Bible of running to Egypt, and in every case, except with Jesus, it seems to be a negative thing. Either it’s a decision made out of fear or blatant disobedience to God. But every time, except with Jesus, it’s a lack of trust in God. So, that may likely be what’s happening here with Abram when he goes down to Egypt. Interestingly enough, Abram will have an Egyptian servant whom he acquired somehow, and she and her offspring will become a large part of the story. 

3. Leading Into A Famine Why did God call Abram to a place where there would be a famine? Why did God allow a famine to happen to his chosen covenant partner? We’d expect God to protect Abram and keep him from such bad circumstances but God seemed to lead Abram right into it. Sometimes God will lead His people around the chaos and trouble, and other times He asks us to follow Him right into the valley of the shadow of death. And we need to learn how to discern in each situation what God is actually asking us to do. It won’t always be the same. Being chosen by God doesn’t mean you’re exempt from trouble. It means you have Gods favor and presence in the midst of it.

Abraham is likely going to Egypt for protection and coming under the shade of that nation while also dealing with the possible dangers of that place.

It doesn’t seem as though Abram intended to stay there, but to temporarily reside there until the famine had passed

Verse 11-12

4. Fear of Death There is a similar series of events that we see in Genesis 3. Seeing, saying, death and, taking similar to the parable in Matthew 21 as well with the parable of the vineyard tenants which would be a video teaching for another day. I’m actually gonna release a narrative patterns teaching this Saturday to dive into these parallels between the fall story in Eden and this one

We don’t know if the Egyptians would’ve killed him or if this was just an irrational fear of Abram. They did take her, so maybe he was right about the fact they would’ve killed him too. 

Application: Either way, we have to be careful not to let hypothetical scenarios drive our decisions. We have to be extra careful that we don’t make decisions based on irrational fears that are likely to never even happen. Whether assume, instead of consult God, we get into trouble. 

And we don’t see Abram consulting God hear at all or building an alter to bring God into this situation. We see Abram scheming on his own and using his wife as a shield for himself. He knows he can use his wife to preserve his own life and guarantee his own safety. 

Application: This is a very real temptation for many of us: to use other people as a means to endure our own safety and preserve ourselves, even if it comes at a cost to them. And this is not what God desires of us. He wants us to do trust that He’s got our back that we don’t need to use other people as body shields. This is similar to Joshua conquering Jericho, then not consulting God before battling Ai, and they end up being defeated because of Achan.

Verse 13

5. A Half Truth He says  “say that you’re my sister.” This is true but it’s not the complete truth. Abram is using a half truth to cover his own butt and he’s convincing his wife to participate in his scheme. He knows he can ride the coattail of her beauty to be treated well by the Egyptians. The serpent gives a half truth in the garden to Eve.

In other words, her favor will be extended to Abram. Abram doesn’t yet trust God the way he will later on, his relationship with God is still very much in its infancy and still developing if he’s making decisions like this. Yet God chooses to work with this man knowing full well the mistakes abram makes. Yet Abram isn’t disqualified. When God chooses us to be His own children, He knows exactly what He’s getting Himself into and where we’ll fail along the way, but He still chooses to graciously work with us and use us anyway. 

Now Abram is not only making wrong conclusions about the knowledge she has, but he is roping his wife into this and whispering attempting thought into her ear the way the serpent does with Eve.

6. A Test For Everyone The test here is for Egypt and for Abram. The test is, what will you do with Sara? For Abram will you Use her as a shield to protect yourself and put her in harms way potentially? For Egypt will you take a foreigner that looks good for yourself

The test is also for Sarah will she listen to what her husband is telling her out of fear? Some have pointed out that Abraham is not really using his wife as a body shield, but he is protecting her in the process which might seem rational, and therefore makes this action admirable, but this doesn’t seem to be an honorable decision where Abraham is considering the welfare of his wife as well. He doesn’t know what will happen beyond them taking her and that is a risk he is willing to take. That is not admirable.

In any case, Sara is the reason for his welfare or his downfall and it all depends on what he tells the Egyptians about her relationship to him. This seems like a very self preserving move.

Verse 15

7. A Beautiful Hebrew In Egypt A good looking individual being taken by any Egyptian is going to end up happening again with Joseph who ends up being sold into slavery and is handsome and mistreated and falsely accused, but he will rise to power as well as Israel when Ferrell looks at Israel he sees slave labor for his own profit, but he also sees his potential downfall if Israel decides to side with his enemies

This is all about acting on misinformation. We are never told that pharaoh and the Egyptians would have killed Abram or not, but we do see Abram‘s other predictions are true. Even if all of this is correct information, Abram acted out of fear and self preservation and took the wrong course of action

It is possible to act improperly on true information because fear and self preservation is driving that decision

Verse 16-17

8. Accurate Predictions Just like Abram predicted, pharoah dealt well with Abram by preserving his life but not only that, pharaoh gave him lots of stuff. Why would pharaoh give lots of gifts to Abram just for being the brother of this woman? Was this a kind of transaction taking place and payment being made? Or is this like the gifts we see Abraham’s servant being to Rebekah and her brother and mother as a kind gesture? Or is this like a bride price kind of deal?

Abraham was right about being exalted and blessed by pharaoh and we will see you later on another pharaoh will end up blessing and exulting Joseph the great grandson of Abraham

Here we see a glimpse into how pharaoh should’ve treated the nation of Israel in the Exodus story. He should’ve blessed them instead of enslaved and exploited and abuse them.

9. Acquiring Hagar? There is a strong possibility that this is where Abraham acquires Hagar will end up causing problems for him and his wife later on where a version of this story happens again. But instead of pharaoh, seeing Abram’s wife and taking and using her and instead of Abraham using his own wife for his own self preservation, we see Abraham and Sarah conspire together to use an Egyptian servant to achieve God‘s promise for them.

10. Blessing Abraham Now what is interesting is in verse three of the same chapter. God just said that he would bless Abram and now we have pharaoh blessing Abram yet God afflicts pharaoh. This is a conundrum. Is God blessing through pharaoh or is this Abram trying to acquire God‘s blessing on his terms and in his way? 

However, you answer that question will determine how you see this story. Either Abram is blessed by God through pharaoh for his deceitful trickery, and God still uses that for Abrams good, or this is a counterfeit blessing that God never intended for Abraham to have in the first place. And I hold to that view that this was a room, reaching for what God promised, but in the wrong way.

Now later on God will send Melchizedek a mysterious King priest to come out out of Salem and that does not seem like a calculated move on Abraham‘s part. He could not have predicted that would happen when he went to rescue his nephew a lot. That seems to be a different scenario than what is happening here. God does extend blessing through people and often he fulfills promises of blessing by using people, but I don’t believe that is happening with pharaoh in this case

In other words, it seems as though Abraham here is gaining by deceit and trickery, and having no regard for the well-being of the nation of Egypt and pharaoh

One detail we aren’t told is whether or not Abraham knew that God would respond like this to pharaoh because of pharaoh taking another man’s wife. But when we get to King Abimelech in chapter 20 Abraham will have known better because it already happened once

11. Plagues On Egypt It doesn’t just say one plague but multiple came because of Sara. So far Abraham lies because of Sarah, pharaoh blesses Abraham because of Sarah, and God, a flicks pharaoh and his household because of Sarah. This whole story revolves around the wife of Abram.

We’re gonna see this particular section is all about Sara whereas the next two chapters are almost exclusively about Lot and what happens for him

Also, this is the same word for plagues or affliction in Exodus 11. So God is bringing affliction, which is what pharaoh will bring to Israel and God will bring to pharaoh eventually.

Also, this is the same word used in Genesis 3 when Eve says we can’t even touch the fruit. The word translated touch is “Naga” which is the word used here when it says God afflicted Pharoah. He is touching them to afflict and cause great plagues. This is what God tells Moses is that he will stretch out his hand and strike Egypt and even pharaoh‘s magicians admit this is the finger of God

What did The Lord exactly do to Pharoah and his house? What were these plagues? How long was this going on before Oharoah realized there was a divine hand behind it? What convinced him that there was a God behind this and how did he come to know that Abram was actually her husband? How many plagues took place? 

Verse 18 

12. An Exodus Prototype Think about how this story foreshadows the exodus narrative. We have the King of Egypt taking a bride that belongs to someone else. We have plagues coming on Egypt, whatever those were. And we have God doing these things on behalf of the wife/bride that was taken. We have someone scheming to use another human for their own pleasure and benefit: Abram schemes this thing like Pharoah does in exodus when he abuses the Israelites. We have Abram and Sarai being sent out strongly by the Pharoah and we have Abram gaining many possessions throughout this event. He comes out with more. 

This is what we see in exodus. The people of Israel are referred to as the covenantal bride of Yahweh, they’re a symbolically a bride in that sense. Pharoah takes a bride that isn’t his. Uses them for his own benefit. Plagues come on Egypt. Pharaoh eventually drives them out forcefully and angrily. The Israelites plunder Egypt leaving with more than when they came. And God brings out His people. Considering Abram’s history with Egypt, and the fact he has an Egyptian servant, it makes a lot of sense why we have Egypt oppressing Israel in exodus, based on their relationship history. 

Technically pharaoh is innocent in this matter so when he calls Abraham to account, he asks Abraham the same question God asks Eve and Genesis 3:13

Verse 20

Throughout this story, where’s everyone else? Where’s Lot and his wife? Where’s the household of Abram? Why does it only mention the wife and focus on her and Abram? Because we’re getting a picture of who Abram and Sarai are. There’s no record of Sarai disagreeing with Abram’s plan to deceive Pharoah. 

It doesn’t mean she didn’t but we don’t have that in this story. Abram didn’t consider what God might do to Egypt or what trouble he might cause them for his trickery. He was just concerned with himself. This doesn’t mean Abram only ever cares about himself and only makes mistakes but the first story we’re given about the new covenant partner of God, the patriarch of our faith, is a story of fleeing, not trusting God fully, scheming, using others, and preserving himself. 

I’m sure he had his wife in mind too but it seems to be all about Abram, and as God works with him, you’ll see Abram change throughout the story and become more of a faithful covenant partner to The Lord God. God works with us where we are, and He is in no rush to change us all at once. He’s patient to progressively develop and sanctify us along the way and even use us with all of the flaws we bring to the table. This is the love and patience of God. 

13. Foreshadowing Future Stories The same exact scenario is going to play out in chapter 20 again for Abraham clearly hasn’t learned his lesson and tries to trick the king of the philistines the same way to preserved himself and his household at the expense of gentiles. Except in that story we get a few more details about how God intervenes. Maybe, that story can help shed light on how Pharoah possibly found out that Sarai was Abram’s wife, it might’ve been through a dream from God. God does this frequently with rulers, but just cuz He does it often doesn’t mean He is absolutely doing that here. It is interesting that we aren’t told how Pharoah realized the truth

Pharoah was the one who acted on misinformation that was partially true just like Adam and Eve did as well. And pharaoh sends them away and ensures they do not come back through his servant, the way God stations cherubim at the entrance to the garden after mankind is exile

What’s interesting is this story is setting up the story with Hagar whose name in Hebrew means the foreigner and Abraham seems to acquire her while he is temporarily living in a place as a foreigner himself

With all of that as helpful background information for the rest of the Genesis story, it’s helpful to go back and examine the famine as being heavy or difficult or severe or oppressing, which is exactly how Hagar describes the way her mistress Sarah is treating her later on. It won’t be a heavy famine coming upon foreigners but a heavy hand coming upon the foreigner in a household 

When Abraham is sent out, this is similar to the original call God gave to him at the beginning of the chapter. Abraham leaving a place at the command of a greater authority is what begins and ends this chapter. But in this case, it seems as though pharaoh is getting Abram back on track with God‘s original direction. And we are never even told that Abraham out lasts the famine in Egypt. The famine might not even be over. The text never says he escaped the famine the whole time. He could be sent out to the land afflicted by famine. 

The story is full of affliction. The land is afflicted, pharaoh and his household are afflicted, and even Abraham after being blessed experiences, a kind of affliction by being exiled from Egypt. 

These are all the ingredients we need for the Exodus later on, but it seems to have a kind of origin to this story.

How does this point to Jesus?

Abram goes to Egypt out of fear, but Jesus goes to Egypt in obedience to the Father.

Abram endangers his bride to save himself; Jesus sacrifices Himself to save His bride.

The plagues on Pharaoh foreshadow the Exodus, which ultimately points to Jesus as the greater Deliverer.

Abram fails the test of faith, yet God remains faithful. Jesus perfectly trusts the Father in every test.

Abram leaves Egypt with possessions; Jesus leads His people out of slavery to inherit an eternal kingdom


Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis, we have some conflict between Abraham and his nephew Lot, which leads to them splitting up. And, this story is going to setup several future problems for both Abraham and Lot. But, we’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.


Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Genesis 20:1–18 — Abraham repeats the same deception with Abimelech, providing additional insight into this event.
Genesis 26:1–6 — Isaac faces a famine and is specifically told not to go down to Egypt.
Exodus 7–12 — The plagues on Pharaoh foreshadow the greater plagues that come upon Egypt through Moses.
Genesis 3:1–13 — Themes of deception, fear, half-truths, and blame echo the fall narrative.
Matthew 2:13–15 — Jesus goes to Egypt and returns faithfully, succeeding where others often failed.

5 Reflection Questions
When have you been tempted to make decisions based on fear rather than faith in God's promises?
Are there situations where you rely on your own plans instead of first seeking God's direction?
Have you ever used another person to protect yourself, advance your goals, or avoid consequences?
What does Abram's failure teach you about God's patience with imperfect people?
How can you trust God when circumstances seem to contradict His promises, like the famine in Canaan?

