
Be loved (let Him love you). Be loved (live as someone loved by God). 

What does the word beloved mean? “The Beloved” is actually a title for the Messiah. 

Beloved - One who is deeply, divinely loved by God. Esteemed, favored, chosen, dear one. One who has a personal, intimate experience of God’s love for them and is in the love of God

Episode #1 - We Are Beloved

Episode #2 - Living As Beloved

Episode #3 - The Love of God in Scripture

Episode #4 - Why and How God Loves His Children Differently Than The World

1. Jesus is Beloved

Matthew 3:17 - and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Matthew 17:5 - He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.

Matthew 12:18 - Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

Mark 12:6 - He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.

John 3:35 - The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.

John 5:20 - For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.

John 10:17 - For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.




2. We Are Beloved In Christ

Colossians 1:13 - He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Ephesians 1:6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved

Jude 1:1 - Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ 

3. We Are Chosen To Be Beloved

2 Thessalonians 2:13 - But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.

Colossians 3:12 - Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

Romans 9:25 - As indeed he says in Hosea,
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’
and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 

4. The Urge To The Beloved: Imitate Your Father As Children

Ephesians 5:1 - Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.

1 John 4:11 - Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

1 John 4:7 - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.

3 John 1:11 - Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God

James 1:16-17 - Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

5. The Urge To The Beloved: Do Something

1 Corinthians 10:14 - Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

Philippians 2:12 - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,

James 1:19 - Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;

1 Peter 2:11 - Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

1 Peter 4:12 - Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.

2 Peter 3:14 - Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.

1 John 4:1 - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.

Jude 1:20-22 - But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.

6. The Disciple Jesus Loved

John 13:23

John 19:26

John 20:2

John 21:7, 20


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
BELOVED | EPISODE 1 — WE ARE BELOVED

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why is it significant that Jesus is first identified as the Father’s beloved Son before believers are described as beloved in Him? (Matthew 3:17; Ephesians 1:6)
2. What does it mean to be beloved—not simply loved in a general sense, but esteemed, favored, chosen, and brought into a personal experience of God’s love?
3. How does being “in the Beloved” connect our identity to Jesus rather than to our performance, past, or the opinions of others? (Ephesians 1:6; Colossians 1:13)
4. Why do so many New Testament commands begin by addressing Christians as “beloved”? What difference should identity make before obedience?
5. How should being loved by God reshape the way we love, forgive, endure trials, pursue holiness, and imitate our Father?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Do I genuinely think of myself as beloved by God, or is that mostly a theological idea to me?
2. What competing voice most often determines whether I feel valued, wanted, or accepted?
3. When I fail, do I still approach God as His beloved child or begin relating to Him as though His love has disappeared?
4. Which command addressed to the “beloved” most directly challenges the way I am living right now?
5. What would change this week if I intentionally lived from the identity: “I am deeply loved by God in Christ”?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Begin each day receiving your identity as beloved in Christ. Ephesians 1:6; Jude 1:1
2. Imitate your Father because you are His beloved child. Ephesians 5:1
3. Let God’s love become the source of your love for other people. 1 John 4:7, 11
4. Respond to being beloved with holiness, steadfastness, and obedience. 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 Corinthians 15:58
5. Keep yourself consciously rooted in the love of God as you wait for Christ. Jude 1:20-22

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Zephaniah 3:17 — God rejoices over His people with gladness and quiets them by His love.
2. Romans 8:15-17 — Believers receive the Spirit of adoption and relate to God as beloved children and heirs.
3. 1 Peter 1:22 — Those born again are called to sincere and earnest love for one another.
4. Colossians 1:12-14 — The Father brings His people into the kingdom of His beloved Son, where redemption and forgiveness are found.
5. 1 John 3:1 — The Father’s love is displayed in giving believers the identity of children of God.

