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In John 8:44, Jesus calls the unbelieving Jesus, children of the devil. But, what are the key differences between children of God and children of the devil. What does it even mean to be a child of the devil? How can we be sure, that we’re truly children of God? Hopefully by the end of this, you’ll know what Jesus really means in John 8, so that you can confidently know whether or not you truly belong to God. IF you’ve ever wondered about your salvation or doubted your standing with God. Or if you’ve ever been afraid that you’re self-deceived, I believe this message will help you. Lets jump into John 8.

Several Misconceptions Are Being Addressed in His Section of John 8

Their Physical Descent [Belonging To Abraham] 8:39-40 “Abraham is our father”

Here’s a description of the Jews Jesus is speaking to here:
Verse 13-15 Include unbelieving religious leaders that judge by the flesh
Verse 19 They know neither Jesus nor the Father in spirit and in truth 
Verse 21 in their current condition they will die in their sins
Verse 24 they are lacking genuine faith
Verse 28 they’re held personally responsible for putting Jesus on the cross 
Verse 32 they’re still in need to be set free from the bondage of sin and death
Verse 33 they deny their bondage and their need to be set free by God
Verse 37 they’re offspring of Abraham but not children of Abraham according to promise (Ishmael vs Isaac)
Verse 37 they seek to kill Jesus and don’t have room for His word in them
Verse 38 they have a different father than Jesus does (different owner)
Verse 42 they do the works of the devil
Verse 42 they do not love Jesus and therefore don’t love God the Father
Verse 43 they don’t understand because they refuse to hear His word and have no place in their hearts for it
Verse 44 they’re identified with the devil and his likeness and character 
Verse 44 their will is consistent with the desires and will of the devil and Cain
Verse 45 they do not believe Jesus
Verse 47 they are not of God (as children imitating His likeness)
Verse 48 they believe Jesus is demonically inspired 
Verse 49 they dishonor Jesus and The Father who sent Him
Verse 55 they are liars like the devil

By identifying with Abraham, they’re agreeing with the promises of God made to Abraham in Genesis 12, 15, 22, and others that mention the physical offspring of Abraham.

But, what they fail to realize is that the concept of “Abraham’s offspring” was not limited to physical descent heritage. His offspring (in God’s eyes) PRIMARILY refers to spiritual seed

Romans 9:6-8 - But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.

Romans 4:16-17 - That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Romans 2:28-29 - For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 

Romans 4:11-12 - He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

And, what they fail to realize is that Jesus IS the true offspring/seed of Abraham 

Acts 3:25-26 - You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”

Galatians 3:16 - Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.

Galatians 3:29 - And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

2 Corinthians 1:20 - Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.

What are “the works of Abraham” that Jesus is specifically referring to here? The next few verses will provide clarity.
2. Their Evil Nature/Source [Imitating The Devil] 8:41-44 “your father the devil"

They seek to kill the carrier of God’s word [Abraham didn’t do this]
They reject the truth God brings through His agents [Abraham didn’t do this]

Verse 41 “we weren’t born of sexual immorality, we have one Father”

They seem to be not identifying with those previous generations that forsook the Lord and committed spiritual sexual immorality, they claim to not be the product of spiritual adultery

Or, they might be alluding to Ishmael as coming from Hagar, the Egyptian slave, and not being the product of true marital relations between covenant husband and wife

They claim to belong to God, while imitating and embodying the ways of his adversary. Their lips confess God, but their way of life and character deny God as being their actual Father

Verse 42 “If God were you Father you would love me”

Jesus links belonging to God with receiving those sent from the Father as carriers of His word

As if to say, Abraham loved God in this way, proving he his loyalty and belonging to God, and their interactions with Jesus are inconsistent with the ways of Abraham

Verse 42 “I came from God and am here”

This may be what Jesus meant when He spoke of “Abraham’s works.” Abraham didn’t reject those carriers of God’s word and the truth God was bringing him. Abraham received it joyfully

Abraham didn’t seek to kill those sent from God, but received and loved them as coming from the God that he served and followed. 

Loving Jesus = evidence God is your Father, so Abraham must’ve done some version of loving Jesus or those sent from God

Let’s look at two example of this.

Genesis 18:1-9 - God and His two angels come to Abraham
Genesis 14:18-20 - The mysterious Priest King Melchizedek

Remember, this is building to Jesus’ claim that Abraham rejoiced to see HIS day and that before Abraham was, Jesus says “I am” which is a claim of eternal, self-existence as divine

Jesus is saying, “you’re not Abraham’s true offspring or God’s children” because your practice and way of life exposes who you truly belong to.

When Jesus says in Verse 42 “I am here,” there seems to be some hinting at the idea that Abraham actually interacted with Jesus in his lifetime on some level in some way. As if Jesus is saying, I am here now, as Abraham’s interactions with Jesus were foreshadowing. Jesus was at work then as the chosen carrier of God’s divine name and now He’s in front of these Jews. 

3. Their Rejection Of Truth [Not Of God] 8:45-47 “you are not of God”

Verse 45 “which one of you convicts me of sin”

This is what they tried to do with the woman caught in adultery earlier in this chapter as well as what Jesus chose not to do with the adulterous woman. He didn’t condemn her.

John 8:11, 15, 26 - We see Jesus not condemning or their wrong judgment in these verses

Jesus accuses the people of embodying the ways of their father the devil by:
Verse 44 Having a will that is consistent with the devil’s desires Genesis 4:7/Ephesians 2:1-3
Verse 44 Being murderous (like Cain) and not standing in the truth
Verse 44 Having no truth in them, but being a liar like their father the devil
Verse 45-46 Not believing the truth but rejecting it entirely 
Verse 47 Not being of the same nature and character as God, not belonging to Him

So, if they’re being contrasted with Abraham, then Jesus is saying that Abraham:
Had a will that was consistent with God’s, surrendering his human will to God’s will
Stood in the truth and wasn’t murderous, especially towards those sent from God
Had the truth in him and received/welcomed God’s truth in his life
Hears God’s word and embodies God’s character as evidence of loyalty to God

Verse 47 “whoever is of God”

Belonging to God and being born of God has been seen in these verses already:
John 1:12-13
John 9:31
John 3:36
John 4:24

Now, lets parallel all of this with 1 John 3

Questions For Reflection:

1) How has your relationship with sin changed over the course of your faith journey?


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
John 8:39-47 — Your True Spiritual Father
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does faith rather than physical descent defining Abraham’s children shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:39-40)
2. How does receiving God’s truth like Abraham shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:40)
3. How does loving Jesus as evidence of belonging to the Father shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:42)
4. How does our actions revealing the character we imitate shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:44)
5. How does hearing God’s words as those who are of God shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:47)
PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Where do I most need to respond personally to faith rather than physical descent defining Abraham’s children? (John 8:39-40)
2. What assumption, fear, habit, or desire could keep me from embracing receiving God’s truth like Abraham? (John 8:40)
3. How clearly is this reality shaping my life: loving Jesus as evidence of belonging to the Father? (John 8:42)
4. What would change this week if I took seriously our actions revealing the character we imitate? (John 8:44)
5. What specific step can I take to grow in hearing God’s words as those who are of God? (John 8:47)
APPLICATION POINTS
1. Build your life around faith rather than physical descent defining Abraham’s children. (John 8:39-40)
2. Practice receiving God’s truth like Abraham. (John 8:40)
3. Respond faithfully to loving Jesus as evidence of belonging to the Father. (John 8:42)
4. Keep returning to our actions revealing the character we imitate. (John 8:44)
5. Let your choices reflect hearing God’s words as those who are of God. (John 8:47)
CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Romans 4:11-17 — This passage develops the theme of faith rather than physical descent defining Abraham’s children and helps place John 8:39-40 within the wider biblical story.
2. Genesis 18:1-9 — This passage develops the theme of receiving God’s truth like Abraham and helps place John 8:40 within the wider biblical story.
3. 1 John 5:1 — This passage develops the theme of loving Jesus as evidence of belonging to the Father and helps place John 8:42 within the wider biblical story.
4. 1 John 3:7-10 — This passage develops the theme of our actions revealing the character we imitate and helps place John 8:44 within the wider biblical story.
5. Romans 9:6-8 — This passage develops the theme of hearing God’s words as those who are of God and helps place John 8:47 within the wider biblical story.

