Sermon Skeleton
Waiting with purpose | John 11:1-44


Main Sermon Question: What is God doing through the test of waiting? There are 5 specific things we need to understand about the waiting test, and this knowledge and understanding becomes our power to handle more.

Life is one big trial, or period of waiting on God. We really need to understand that God will often have us wait longer than we expected to take us farther than the limitations we’ve placed both on God and ourselves. God wants to stretch.

James 1:12 - Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

Faithful saints who wait longer than they expected:
Anna and Simeon waiting their whole lives to see God’s anointed (Luke 2)
Jairus waiting for Jesus to heal his daughter only to let her die
Women bleeding for 12 years waiting for the true physician
Paralyzed man waits 38 years to be healed in John 5
Acts 3 the paralyzed man waited 40 years of his blindness
John 9 man born blind waits many years so the glory of God can be seen 
David waits to be crowned the King after being anointed King (lots of running from Saul and suffering in the process)
Mary and Martha waiting for Jesus to heal Lazarus 

The Waiting Test Has A Purpose | It Glorifies God Ultimately | Verse 1-5

John 9:1-3 - As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.

Everyone wants to figure out if the waiting process is a delay that was caused by a specific sin or the result of faithfulness and obedience. But, it doesn’t matter what caused the waiting test, the response will be the same: faithful waiting.

Choose to wait faithfully on God in any and every season of waiting.

God is glorified through the waiting and at the end of it.

Picture: As a dad, I sometimes make my kids wait for a purpose, and they don’t have to know specifically what my purpose is, they just need to know me enough to trust.

The Waiting Test Has A Timeframe | It Won’t Last Forever | Verse 6-17

Every waiting period has an intended time attached to it. God knows how long you need to wait better than you do, because of what He’s developing over that time and doing in the background. (For example: think of how God didn’t rescue Israel out of Egypt for 400 years til Amorites sin was complete)

Acts 1:6-7 - So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.

I don’t need to know how long I have to wait in order to be faithful. The period of time we have to wait shouldn’t determine whether or not we’ll continue waiting.

What God allows us to know is all we need in order to wait faithfully. There are some things we don’t have to know, we have no right to know, and it would cause more issues if we did know.

James 1:2-5 - Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Some of us only wait on God when we know how long its going to last. My kids consciously choose whether they’ll be patient or not based on the time frame I give them to wait. 

Picture: Think of a 5 gallon water jug filling up and you want to leave but you know you can’t, because you have to stay til the end of the filling.

The Waiting Test Reveals Our Faith | It Exposes Impurities | Verse 21-27

1 Peter 1:6-7 - In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Waiting on God is not just having faith to receive things, but having faith to endure things. It’s also having faith to continue believing God is who He says

The waiting process is necessary to show us where we really are in our faith.

Practice: There are many ungodly things in our heart and character and life that we don’t realize are there. God uses trials and tests to reveal what we can’t continue hanging onto if we want to experience all that God has for us.

Picture: When you’re driving on the highway, there are specific mile markers that indicate to you where you are in proximity to your goal and how far you are from where you started. This is how trials function in our faith.

The Waiting Test Attracts Opposition | It Involves Temptation | V.21, 32, 37

We grow discouraged because of manmade expectations. We grow discouraged and impatient because of what we don’t see God doing in our lives. But, we should focus on what He has done, not what He hasn’t.

Both God and the enemy have an agenda for your waiting period. God wants to build you and the enemy wants to break you. Which purpose prevails depends on whether you trust in the Lord all the way through or not.

God is never late, we’re just impatient. We want someone to blame when things aren’t going the way we want and we wanna make God the problem.

The enemy wants to accuse Him to us just like Satan did to Eve and Job and Jesus in the wilderness. The enemy will use your waiting period or trials as a reason not to trust God or a reason He isn’t reliable. 

Practice: Don’t let the enemy or your own flesh convince you that God isn’t who He says He is in His word. Sometimes we allow the pressure around us to speak louder to us about God than His word.

Picture: Sometimes I see God through the filter of what He hasn’t done, or isn’t doing in my life, rather than through the word of God. Its like the longer Im under the pressure or trial, its easier to believe lies about God. Its like looking outside through a dense fog when you know what’s on the other side, but then the fog lasts so long you start to wonder whether you really know what’s actually there.

The Waiting Test Works For Our Good | It Produces The Best Results | V.42-45

Your waiting is working. God is working in your waiting. The waiting is making you stronger and giving you a clearer glimpse of who God really is. The test of waiting makes way for something better that God knows you need.

We don’t need to see evidence of progress to know God is working. Sometimes things happen abruptly with no evidence leading up to it 

God’s worth waiting for not because of what He’ll do but because of who He is

Waiting on God is eager expectation of Him which is to hope in Him, not in what He does or what He provides

You don’t know what your waiting is doing or what God is doing in the waiting behind the scenes of your life or even THROUGH your waiting.

Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

When we grow comfortable, God has more for us but He will provoke us to ask for more through the waiting process.

John 15:4-5 - Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

We don’t need to know everything that God is doing behind the scenes to remain faithful in the waiting. We obsess over knowing all that He’s doing but your waiting isn’t based on the good that’s coming but on the God who works out that good.

God’s process has a 100% success rate. His fruit production process has a 100% success rate and includes the best possible timing.Good fruit is guaranteed but its not immediate.

Even if you don’t see the results keep showing up. Progress isn’t always evident and it’s not always clear what God is doing underneath the surface but trust Him enough to continue doing what you know He’s said.

James 1:2-5 - Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

If you stop waiting too early, you miss out on the fullness of what God wanted to do in your waiting period


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
WAIT ON THE LORD | PART 4 — Waiting With Purpose

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why can waiting glorify God before the outcome changes?
2. Why do we not need to know the timeframe to remain faithful?
3. How does waiting expose and refine faith?
4. What lies about God become tempting when waiting lasts longer?
5. How can we trust God is working without visible progress?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. What has this waiting season revealed about my faith?
2. Where have I interpreted God through what He has not done?
3. What fear or false belief is being exposed?
4. Do I require visible progress before believing God is working?
5. How can I keep showing up faithfully?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Wait faithfully even without understanding the purpose. John 11:4
2. Release the demand to know the timetable. Acts 1:6-7
3. Allow testing to refine faith. 1 Peter 1:6-7
4. Answer accusations with what God has revealed. John 11:25-27
5. Keep abiding without visible progress. John 15:4-5

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Genesis 50:20 — God works through evil circumstances for saving good.
2. Psalm 105:17-19 — Joseph is tested until God’s word is fulfilled.
3. Romans 5:3-5 — Suffering produces endurance, character, and hope.
4. 2 Corinthians 4:17 — Affliction produces an eternal weight of glory.
5. 1 Peter 5:10 — God restores and strengthens after suffering.

