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Many of us are overly-familiar with the story of Noah and the ark, which causes us to miss the gold here. You’re about to see the hidden truth about Noah’s ark that people rarely talk about. There’s a reason God gives him a blueprint to follow. The roof, the rooms, the pitch, its all symbolic of a deeper spiritual reality. This is more than just a boat that saves lives, and, its hidden in plain sight. In this video, we’re going to walk through 14 key insights in Genesis 6, that often get overlooked. I know its double what I normally do but you’ll see why. Then, we’ll finish by connecting all of this to Jesus. Lets jump into God’s word and unpack this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 6. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 6:9-21*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe if this content blesses you.
Watch rest of this Genesis series to catch up
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server

Verse 9

1. Finding Favor Noah is seen walking with God instead of hiding from God when God is walking towards Adam and Eve in the garden. This verb is in the reciprocal meaning God is walking with Noah and Noah with God together.

This makes it clear that God looks for righteous people in wicked generations, just like God will do for a lot in Sodom and Gomorrah

This is the description of Job is that he is blameless and righteous and Enoch was said to have walked with God

So the progression is in verse eight Noah found favor, in verse nine Noah is righteous, he walks with God, and because of that he is blameless in his generation distinctly different from the wicked

Application: God wants us to walk with Him like Noah. Stop caring about fitting into culture and walk with God against the grains of culture. Walking with God will cost us comfort, reputation, or understanding. Faithfulness often looks lonely before it looks vindicated.

Verse 10

In the previous chapter, every other father just had many sons we are not told their names. Nor are we told that Noah’s sons are righteous. Not to say that they are not, but the story is primarily focusing on Noah and his standing with God 

2. Two Competing Names It is interesting that Noah’s firstborn’s name (‘Shem’ in Hebrew) is ‘Shem’ and this comes right after we’re told about the men of the name, reputation, renown, which is what Noah’s son’s name means. It is as though God is pulling his own chosen lineage out from corrupted humanity and making a name for them as we’ll see he tells Abraham in Ch. 12, while the rest of mankind is busy making their own name and renown great.

Verse 11

What once was a rare situation (the bloodshot of Abel) is normal. Cain’s violence and murder has spread like wildfire

Once again, God has made a judgment about what he sees because he has the right perspective and evaluation, and the Earth is corrupt. That is His assessment

The violence of that one man Cain has spread to the entire Earth just like Adam’s sin has spread, but it is specifically through violence

The word for “corrupt” is spoiled, ruined, destroyed, or damaged, which is the opposite of Noah, who is blameless and righteous. Its as though the violence through man is spoiling/damaging creation, and filling up the earth like a container until its full and needs to be reset. The earth here is being passively acted upon and filled up with evil until God cleanses and resets it

The way of mankind has deviated from God’s ideal, they’ve corrupted their way of life. 

Verse 12

3.. Corrupting The Earth All flesh has corrupted its way as though flesh affects the condition of creation at large

The land is a concern and focus in this story. Man’s ways have corrupted the land. The land is corrupted once again by drinking up blood, which is the life of man just like God told Cain

The Earth is corrupt or ruined because all flesh has corrupted their way which defaces creation

It’s as if the ways of the serpent first found a way through Adam and Eve, then Cain, and now the entire known world. The serpent has metaphorically produced offspring that fill the earth with his image rather than the original intent for mankind to fill the earth with Gods image and glory 

So far, God sees 1) wickedness of mankind 2) intentions and hearts of people 3) Noah and extends favor towards him 4) the earth that was corrupt and full of evil 

God allowed mankind to have such a level of impact on the earth that the land itself was corrupt because of mankind corrupting their way of life. Image bearers of God have such a profound influence on the land because they were originally commissioned to rule, have dominion and be fruitful and multiply. 

Instead of mankind filling the earth the way God designed them to, we see mankind filling the earth with the ways of the serpent and his wickedness. Sin plagued the earth through the corruption of man

They’ve corrupted their way which means there is a perversion taking place. It involves the violence and evil noted in the previous verse but it assumes an ideal and a pure way that humanity has turned from. 

The earth (land) could only be corrupted if mankind occupied that land to fill it with violence and evil. Unoccupied land couldn’t be tainted and corrupted with human violence and bloodshed. Therefore, God’s issue must be with the occupied land in the earth, not just the general planet

This is a reversal of Genesis 1 where God saw it was good, now its ruined and damaged, but underneath violence is something originally good that God can redeem

Application: Genesis 6 shows that human sin doesn’t stay private—it corrupts the land, communities, and creation itself. Violence and injustice ripple outward, damaging what God originally called good. This isn’t just true on a global, cosmic scale, but our own lives. We have responsibility. Consider how your habits, compromises, or unchecked anger may be shaping others, environments, or future generations. Image-bearers always leave an imprint.

Verse 13

4. God’s Plan Right after we are told there is a problem with the world, God turns around and tells Noah what to do in response to this just like God did in Genesis 3:22 when He said “the man has become like one of us” and  now it seems like God is including Noah in his plan

This is what we will see God do with Abraham before destroying corrupt Sodom and Gomorrah in order to bring his chosen partner into his plan and let them know

God is going to heal and cleanse the land by removing the problem because violence is advancing through people.

God does say that he is going to destroy people and all flesh with the Earth. It does not say along with the Earth, but by using the Earth. This word in Hebrew “et” can mark a direct object or it can mean ‘along with’ or ‘with the help of’ which seems to be the context here

Mankind has destroyed the earth now that same action word in Hebrew is used of God returning the same measure. There is a measure of destruction coming up upon the world, but it is as though creation is partnering with God to cleanse itself of this evil by submitting to God as a willing instrument of justice and cleansing.

The Earth is turning on the violent to wash them out in accordance with the will of God

This is the first time we see God involve mankind in His plans by letting them know what He’s doing. This “secret knowledge” that is only told to Noah is juxtaposed with the secret knowledge the serpent brought Eve. His secret knowledge brought death, whereas Gods information here is to preserve life. This is the first time we see God involve mankind in preserving life through the destruction of life 

This is the first time that we see God intend to make an end of something on the land. Up to this point, we’ve seen God create life, give life, sustain life, but now He is making an end of life because all life has corrupted itself to the point of no return and letting it be dragged out would be a horrible tragedy. God is accelerating inevitable destruction. This is the 120 years God spoke of in V. 3

It seems part of mankind’s sin consequence is not just that their lives are taken but in the process, the land has to be cleansed of its defilement and corruption as well. Creation is inextricably linked to the actions and decisions of mankind. 

And we see God make statements later in the Old Testament about people corrupting the land and the land needing to be cleansed of its impurity and pollution and innocent bloodshed. The land needs to be washed and “reset,” but that requires the people to be removed because they don’t seem to have the ability to be cleansed or reset. 

Verse 14

Did Noah know what an ark even was? Did he have a concept for that? How was he supposed to get this done and where would he get the supplies?

5. The Blueprint God is pretty much telling Noah what He told Moses to do. Similar to how God gives Moses specific instructions and dimensions for the tabernacle. Here God is giving a blueprint for Noah to build what will save them from destruction, which is part of the function of the original tabernacle. Noah is making a floating tabernacle and preparing it in faith.

Noah is told to prepare for the flood. He does not avoid the flood waters of judgment. He is brought through them. And this distinction is important to make for the rest of the Bible when we see this theme of judgment. Noah is not rapture, but he has brought through judgment and is found to be accepted and commended by God.

Application: Stop thinking of salvation as escape. In Christ, God doesn’t always remove you from the storm—He carries you through it. The question is not how bad is the world, but are you in the refuge God has provided?

6. The Many Rooms Technically, it doesn’t read that the rooms are “for the ark” but the ark itself is a floating dwelling place made of rooms. The ark = floating rooms. 

This Hebrew word for “room” everywhere else in the Bible means “nest” or “bird nest” which gives us a understanding of how these spaces are functioning (homes, safe spaces) just like Jesus speaks of His Father’s house having many rooms in John 14.

God doesn’t make the ark for Noah, Noah makes it for himself at the word and instruction of the Lord with the resources God provided. God does His part, and Noah does his.

7. The Covering The covering in and out is practically to keep water out, but it is reminiscent of the mercy seat in the tabernacle. Because the Hebrew verb here for pitch is the verb form of the noun for pitch or bitumen. It means to cover, like God covering sin on the day of atonement. These rooms are covered inside and out to keep the waters of judgment from breaking in. The covering acts as a barrier just like we see with the tabernacle.

This word for covering is a ransom word. But the material is not clear in the Hebrew. Again, the word for cover can mean to forgive, appease, a tone for sin or cleanse or even pardon. This is the usage of the word 99% of the time in the Old Testament.

This is a sacred space that is atoned for and covered by God so that death cannot get in. Similar to the blood on the door posts in Exodus with the death of the first born each house functions as sacred space.

Another connection to the temple is that the Hebrew word for “inside” is a combination of a preposition and a noun. The noun is “bait” which means dwelling place or house or palace or temple, which is how the Tabernacle and the temple are referred to in the Old Testament. In other words, it seems as though the text wants us to see this arc as a floating covered house with rooms, as a floating tabernacle with a new Dynasty and family that God is working with.

Verse 15

There is a clear problem and a solution. Just like in Genesis 2 when it is not good for the man to be alone, so God makes Eve to be with Adam. Here God sees the problem on the Earth and he calls Noah to make something as though this safe refuge comes from Noah and his hands and obedience to God just as we see Jesus, making way for our eternal safe space by his faithfulness and obedience to God

Application: Don’t wait for crisis to take God seriously. Build spiritual habits, character, and obedience now—before pressure, temptation, or suffering exposes what you’ve neglected. Faith prepares for what others ignore like Jesus says build house on rock to endure flood

Verse 16

One of the things worth noting is the door in the side. Which is both the entrance and the place of exit just like Eve is brought from the side of Adam so Noah and his family with the animals will be brought out from the side of this floating salvation vessel

8. The Three Levels There are tiers to this arc, just like there are tiers with the tabernacle. There are some clear parallels that we need to recognize as both function as safe sacred spaces where life is upheld by God. The three decks, seem reminiscent of the outer courts, the holy place and the most holy place: the three-tiered sacred space of the tabernacle/temple.

God could build the ark Himself and just have it delivered to Noah. But God involves Noah in the building process and gives Noah that responsibility as if to say, part of the way Noah expresses faith and trust in God is by DOING and BUILDING what God has said to build. 

This gives us a glimpse into Jesus who not only builds a greater temple and city for His people as the master builder, and He not only is preparing a place for us the way Noah prepares the ark for his family, but Jesus Himself is the ark we take refuge in, His words are what we build our lives on as an expression of faith and in response to His promises. 

Not only did Jesus build something out of trust and faith in God, but we’re called to play a role in His Kingdom and temple and build our own lives alongside the rest of the church to build up the body in honor of the glory of God. We are included in the building process of God and what He’s doing in the world. 

Noah is told to finish it upward, meaning there is a direction for this, it is vertical. 

9. Upward Focus This word that is translated as light or roof is the only occurrence of this word in the Old Testament. It’s a kind of protective covering or roof like the mercy seat on the ark or it can referred to a skylight. In other words, it is both a covering and a place for light to breakthrough.

The Hebrew Word upward comes from the verb to ascend or go up, which is referring to sacrifice and a burnt offering. It is the idea of laying and offering on something and leading it up, like Isaac was led up the mountain so that he could ascend as a burnt offering, even though he was replaced. This is the understanding of this Hebrew verb is it is vertical ascent, primarily relating to offerings given to God.

The idea of Noah finishing this project is reminiscent of God, finishing the work of creation in Genesis 2. It is the same Hebrew word. And this is the first plural noun where God is commanding them to finish the arc. It is a whole process and a collective effort, but Noah individually has personal responsibility and oversight the same way Moses has with the tabernacle.

Verse 17

10. Destroying The Destroyers God does not say he is going to destroy the Earth, but specifically the flesh on the Earth that has his breath of life. Every nephesh

God does make it clear that man is destroying and so he has to respond with destruction, which is what this flood or deluge is. This word appears 13 times in the Bible and 12 of those times just in this story.

All flesh that has the breath of life” seems to link us back to verse 3 with Gods Spirit not striving with man who is flesh. The breath of life/Spirit of God will be removed from mankind to bring an end to them. 

God actually didn’t say WHEN He was specifically going to bring the flood to destroy all life on the land. There is no clear timeframe that we see God give to Noah

Everything on the Earth dying is related to Exodus 12:23–24 and Joshua 6:17 and Joshua 2:18–19

God specifies everything on the Earth under heaven is cursed and sentenced to death, which is contrasted with the arc. You have a cursed region, and you have a safe region set apart by God and marked with his favor.

God specifies this is not just a general covenant, but it begins with him because it is God‘s covenant and this covenant is made singularly with Noah. It is not in the plural form because this is primarily about the covenant being with Noah and consequently all of those attached to Noah are saved while those who are not attached to Noah our perishing. We see the contrast between death and a covenant of life.

Verse 18

11. Rising Above Judgment God has just said that he will destroy everything under heaven or the heavens, and yet Noah will be spared, which means that technically Noah ascends to the realm of the heavens and rises above the judgment that comes upon the Earth as though to be above it because he is found righteous in God‘s sight. This is very similar to how Jesus walks on water and stands above the waters of death.

Everything that has exalted itself as though to be above the heavens is being put in its rightful place by the waters which we’ll see are about to cover the very tops of the mountains. Nowhere is safe on the land

Does THIS specific covenant get initiated before Noah goes into the ark? Or is this covenant God is referring to what we see in Genesis 9 after the flood? is Noah going into the ark as a sign of his trust in the covenant God will establish? Or is Noah going into the ark to as a response to the covenant God made? Or is Noah going into the ark, the way he does his part in the covenant? 

Verse 19

The mention of every sort is reminiscent of Matthew 13:48 where the good and the bad are gathered and separated, and they are sorted into two categories, in the context of judgment which every sort of animal is being separated from its similar kind that will perish on the Earth.

12. Covenant With Noah The reason they are kept alive is because they are with Noah. He is kept alive and if he brings them with him and they are connected to him then they are kept alive too. This goes back to verse eight how you either have a covenant with Noah or you, perish on the Earth in judgment, which is going to be a clear foreshadowing of Jesus and being in him or being under death and sin.

What’s contrasted with death and destruction (V.17) is not necessarily life but covenant, which assumes life within that covenant. You’d expect God to turn around and say “but Noah you will live” but he doesn’t. God says BUT “my covenant will be with you” which is another way of saying Noah will live but it’s with a focus on covenant, it’s because of covenant, it’s within the framework of covenant 

Verse 20

Noah is told that he keeps the animals and his family alive. It is his faith and obedience to God that benefits them and creates the safe space of salvation for them. God says the animals are coming to Noah. The focus is not on coming to the arc, but on the one who built the ark in obedience to God.

13. A Mini Garden of Eden It is as though we have a new floating garden of Eden, where Noah is taking care of the animals, but instead of Adam, we have Noah. 

Did God bring these animals to Noah? It doesn’t say He did, though we could assume He did. The animals coming to Noah, is reminiscent of God bringing the animals to Adam to name them. But here, it’s to preserve their lives on the ark another mini-Eden where God starts over with a remnant of mankind and animals. 

The ark has similarities to the Garden of Eden, the ark of the covenant, the tabernacle/temple of God, the basket of Moses, the cleft of the rock Moses was tucked in. It’s as if, right here floating on the waters is an image of all of these moments and places throughout history. It’s a mini-Eden, temple, sanctuary where man is safely tucked away in the hand of God

Noah is told to bring the animals into the ark which is language used of the Israelites bringing animals to the altar of wood for sacrifice unto God but it is Noah personally bringing them. It is his responsibility as we see with the priesthood. It is their responsibility to deal with the animals that are brought to them.

Verse 21

14. Storing Up Food Noah is told to store up food. He needs to ration and prepare appropriately for an undisclosed amount of time. We’ll see the similar thing with Joseph later on when there are seven years of abundance in Egypt in seven years of famine.

But unlike Joseph Noah is not told how long he will be in the ark or how long the waters will be on the Earth. The story just skips these details. But it seems as though there are no perishables and no shortage of food because God will care for the people and animals through Noah’s preparation.

This statement about food being for Noah is linked to Genesis 2 when God tells humanity and the animal kingdom what He’s provided to be food for them

We see many key elements of the original creation story in this passage. We see mankind, animals, and the plants for food. We see a sacred space set apart to protect and preserve life in the midst of an uninhabitable world that is unformed chaos. The three tiered ark looks like Garden, Eden, and rest of the world. We see a door way into this floating garden of Eden like we see the entrance to the tree of life blocked off in Genesis 3. We have human partners with instruction to obey and listen to God. We see God starting over and descending into destruction to bring about a sort of new creation from that old world. 

Noah is told to take food versus Eve taking the food that was forbidden. God wants mankind to take what he has provided and nothing else. Here Noah is gathering for those who are attached to him. He is like Moses with Israel being fed. In this word in Hebrew for gather means to bring in like harvest or like they did with the manna in the wilderness

The word for Noah doing all that God commanded him is the same word used of God making in Genesis 2. You might say Noah finished or made all that God commanded him. This is like Moses making the tabernacle after the pattern. God showed him their actions aligned with God‘s word and it was a collective effort.

Verse 22

The story jumps ahead about 60–70 years and doesn’t give us any details except Noah did whatever God commanded him. God has given a warning, and Noah can either be faithful and believe the message or he can choose to ignore it and get swept away. But this is a covenant God is making with Noah and all those who are with him who benefit from his faithfulness and right standing with God. Once again, this is a clear allusion to Jesus and His faithfulness 
How does this point to Jesus?

Noah is building a house = Jesus builds a better house (the house on the rock in Matt. 7)

The house Noah builds (ark) = Jesus is the better ark (salvation) from God

Ark points to tabernacle = Jesus is better tabernacle (He tabernacles among us: John 1:14)

Entrance into ark and entrance into new life in a new world = Jesus is the One who’s side the church comes from to enter into new life on the other side of judgment/condemnation 

Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Genesis 1:26–31 – Humanity’s original calling to bear God’s image and fill the earth.
Exodus 25 – God giving a blueprint for the ark
Exodus 26 – God giving a blueprint for the tabernacle
Hebrews 3:1-6, 11:4-7 – Noah’s faith expressed through obedience in building the ark
1 Peter 3:18-22 – The ark as a pattern pointing toward salvation and baptism.
John 14:1-7 – Many rooms in the Father’s house

Conclusion: In the next section, God officially brings the flood and its not necessarily what I thought growing up as a kid. I can’t wait to show you some of the key details that forever changed how I read this famous story. That’s what we’ll look at in the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

5 Reflection & Discussion Questions

1. Genesis 6 describes Noah as righteous and blameless in a corrupt generation. What does it look like to walk with God today when the surrounding culture is moving in the opposite direction?
2. The passage repeatedly emphasizes that human violence corrupted the land itself. How does this shape the way you think about the impact of sin—not just on people, but on creation and society as a whole?
3. God gives Noah a very specific blueprint for the ark, similar to the tabernacle later in Scripture. What might this teach us about obedience, faith, and trusting God’s design even when the outcome is uncertain?
4. The ark functions as a protected, sacred space that carries life through judgment. How does this imagery help you understand salvation, refuge, and what it means to be ‘in Christ’?
5. Noah is saved by trusting God’s word and acting on it over many years with no immediate results. Where might God be calling you to long-term faithfulness rather than quick outcomes?

