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The Deeper Message Underneath The City of Cain | Ep. 12 (Genesis 4:17-26) 


In Genesis 4, Cain kills his brother Abel and is exiled from Eden to be a fugitive and a wanderer. And, usually that’s all that most people know about Cain. But, Genesis 4 tells us more about Cain and his descendants. We’re told he builds a city, and his descendants are worse than he was. Then, Genesis 4 concludes with Adam and Eve replacing Abel with a son named Seth. These two family lines will setup the rest of the biblical story. But, you need to understand the significance of Cain’s city and how this is building to the story of Noah. In this video, we’re going to walk through 8 incredible insights in Genesis 4, and then we’re going to connect all of this to Jesus at the end. Lets jump into God’s word and unpack this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 4. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 4:17-26*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe if this content blesses you.
Watch rest of this Genesis series to catch up
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server

Verse 16-17

4:13 1. A Repeating Pattern This is the same sequence as Genesis 3:24–4:1. We have exile then relations with a wife, then the naming of something and then making or building something. In Genesis 3 Adam and Eve are exiled then chapter 4 opens with Adam knowing his wife then we have Eve naming her son and we see in the end of chapter 3, God makes garments for the man and the woman

Cain might’ve settled but he was still condemned to be a wanderer. Similar to Adam in that day he surely died but he did remain alive so there is grace and mercy for both.

6:10 2. Builder of Cities Cain he said to be a builder of a city or was one who built a city similar to the list of the different kinds of jobs and occupations we see in the next section. The original occupation of Shepherd and worker of the ground has been expanded throughout this section and now we have one who builds a city.

Cain left alone (presumably) and suddenly has a wife in the land of Nod. Where did this wife come from? Was she already in the land of Nod? Was she a descendent of Adam and Eve that Cain eventually ended up marrying after being along for so long?

Cain built an entire city. It didn’t say he was alone in doing it but he is credited with it. If this is an entire city built just by one man this is impressive but it’s unreadable to think that’s what happened depending on what qualifies as a city even if he spent hundreds of years doing it with presumably primitive technology. How does Cain build a city himself? Is he even building it by himself? What qualifies as a city? What is required for it to be a legitimate city?

The reputation of Cain and his family, and the name of Enoch is attached to the city as if to be a representation of their family’s honor and renown (glory) which is what we’ll see later in Genesis 11 when this idea develops even more. Usually cities, throughout Scripture grow corrupt over time and become something sinister and corrupt.

The descendants of Cain don’t seem to matter much until we get to Lamech. We get more detail about him and his story 

Application #1 Cain build a city. Humanity can be innovative and creative, even outside of God’s presence, because God made man to innovate, cultivate, create and have dominion, so naturally, humanity will try and fill this God-given desire and ambition on their own terms and in their own way. Outside of God’s presence, and without God’s leading, humanity will always seek to express their deep God-given tendencies in ways that aren’t conducive for life or human flourishing. What else was Cain supposed to do though? He’s doing what he can with what he has. And, thats all man can do outside of God and His divine presence, is survive. Whatever we build, we must ensure its covered in the grace and presence of God, and its the result of Him leading us, not us being selfishly ambitious or innovative outside His will.

Verse 19

12:55 3. Taking Two The idea of Lamech taking two wives is similar to Eve taking the fruit or Adam being taken and put into the garden. It’s the same word, but this carries more of rebellious component to it. Instead of there, being two trees in the garden here we have two wives which shows this man is not content with just one just like Adam and Eve were not content with what God provided, but had to eat from both the tree of life and tree of knowledge 

Application #2 Lamech takes more than he should. More is not always better. God gave Adam one wife, now Lamech TAKES two. The ambition within man is to always desire more. Its never enough to be content with what God says is sufficient and ideal. Rebellious men want to corrupt the good things God has created and given us, and then twist it into something that goes further than God intended. More, without God’s blessing is not good, but will cause more problems. Lamech isn’t explicitly concerned for having two wives, but this doesn’t mean its ideal either. The decision to take two wives is done by a murderous man that seems to be more wicked than Cain, so we shouldn’t see this as good. When we take more than what God says is good for us, it never ends well.

Verse 20

Cain built a city but his descendants end up dwelling in tents, which might assume wandering as nomads and never truly settling. 

The city can be a place where evil reigns or a place where God provides refuge and rest. This is why God will flip the concept of the city and subvert that when He establishes the true heavenly city where Jesus reigns (new Jerusalem) and all evil is removed. And this eternal condition of rest within the city of God is foreshadowed by the cities of refuge in Israel for unintentional kills

Verse 22

What kind of instruments are these supposed to be? Musical? Agricultural? Weapons? Practical tools for living?

18:10 4. Evil Innovation Something to consider about the brass or bronze is that this word has the same root letters as the serpent and has connections to the Nachash of Genesis 3. This might indicate it’s not just a neutral bronze making but more of a sinister thing happening, which is not good

The focus of this portion of the story is that Lamech and his kids are credited with being the first to dwell in tents (nomads), owning livestock, playing music, and forging bronze and iron into tools. Lamech’s children develop technology and innovate but it’s not stated where this knowledge or information or skill came from or if God’s favor was on it or not. 

There’s an odd, and seemingly unnecessary statement about Tubal Cain’s sister, or Lamech’s daughter and then the Bible says nothing else about her. Then right after this Lamech speaks about a person wounding him. She’s a pointless character. unless these two things are connected?

Application #3 God still allows evil people to produce and innovate and create new technology, though it isn’t explicitly blessed or condemned by God, it is allowed. Man can do these things without the divine guidance of God, but we must be careful not to grow prideful or arrogant about what God has allowed for us to achieve and produce. 

Verse 23

21:48 5. The Rebel’s Voice Here we see the rebellious message of man stands in stark contrast with the message and the word of God we’ve seen throughout the first four chapters of Genesis. Up to this point it has been all about God‘s voice then in the beginning of chapter 4 it was about the voice of Abel‘s blood and now Lamech is calling his two wives to listen to his voice the way the serpent influenced Eve to listen to his voice in chapter 3

Verse 24 

22:25 6. Playing God This is an example of a man playing God by deciding who gets to live, and who dies as if he sits in the place of God as divine judge. We see mankind take an institution of God further than God intended. What was an active mercy for Cain has now been perverted and taking further by mankind. He’s not trusting God’s judgment or justice

There is a wounding or a slashing taking place (harm) which Lamech has decided is worthy of death, when God didn’t even bring that consequence upon Cain when he killed Abel. Lamech is making improper judgments and unfairly escalating the evil beyond what is appropriate. The retaliation isn’t even equal to the crime. With Cain, the retaliation (vengeance) would’ve been equal to the crime if Cain was killed. This shows how man works from a corrupt standard and justifies injustice  

This is likely why Jesus will speak of forgiving brother 70x7 fold to cover all offenses and make no room in the heart for any kind of bitterness of offense to fester

Abel’s blood cries for justice. Lamech takes life himself and escalates revenge and violence done against himself in an act of self preservation and self exaltation. He views his life as more precious than others

There is lots of killing going on in this chapter and it only gets worse by the time we get to Noah’s generation in chapter 6. 

Lamech tells this news to his wives as if they need to know what Lamech has decided about the revenge he can take. There are other people by now that he can tell this to, but for some reason it’s significant that he tells this to his two wives

Application #4 Rebellious, wicked man in opposition to God, will seek revenge on his own terms and sit in the place of God as Judge and Creator. Lamech assumes he has the authority to take life as he pleases, according to how he sees fit. He writes his own rules and decides what vengeance is appropriate, rather than trusting what God would decide is best, and rather than looking to God as Judge, Lamech, takes life. When people wrong us, we must be careful not to allow that offense to produce sin within us that would lead us to do what hurts life. We want to be people that preserve and sustain life. We want to bring life, even to those who offend us and cause harm to us. God’s people are to be life-giving not life-taking. We are to trust God will handle things, and look to Him for perfect justice and judgment, rather than taking these things into our own hands.

Verse 25

 The story doesn’t come back to Adam and Eve until the story communicates the trajectory of Cain’s descendants and their future

28:18 7. The Chosen Line This seems like such an abrupt transition from Lamech murdering a man to Eve bearing Seth, as if the aggressive and widespread violence of sin has taken center stage for now, but God is working quietly in the background with a specific family 

Technically, Eve lost both of her kids in one day and now Seth is the replacement, not for both but specifically for Abel in her mind

God is said to appoint another child but it’s different this time. Seth’s name sounds like the word for “appointed by God” which is very different than what Eve said about Cain

But technically Seth’s name means “to set or to establish or to put things in place.” That’s why Eve says God appointed (fixed) for her another son. It’s the same word for God putting hostility between woman and the serpent. God seems to be working with one family line while the other families rebel against God and His ideal

Application #5 God restores to Adam and Eve what they had lost kind of like Job. It is God who restores what is lost, rather than Eve restoring it herself. She might’ve had a role to play in getting a son, but ultimately, its God who appointed for her to produce another son. As we work and labor for God we must remember, that anything we produce, has been appointed and graciously given us by God who makes our efforts produce anything of value.

Verse 26

31:15 8. Calling On God All of a sudden we see people calling on God. But, the question is were they not calling on him before? Is this brand new? Or is it becoming more common and more people are doing it? And we are not told what people specifically are in view here. But this calling on God seems to be by sacrifice, by an altar, or by prayer or another form of worship.

And we aren’t told what time is in view here specifically that marks the beginning of people calling on the name of the Lord. This seems to refer to the time of either Seth’s life or Enosh’s life which likely links the increase in worship to one of them. Their life seems to play a role in the increased frequency of people calling upon the Lord

What’s interesting is that translators fill in “people” assuming that’s an obvious reference to people doing it but in Hebrew it reads “then began to call on the name of the Lord.” And it’s not clear who is in view

There seems to be a contrast taking place between “calling upon the Lord” and “taking vengeance” on people? The line of Seth vs. the line of Cain? Serpent seed vs. seed of woman

Application #6 It seems like Enosh, influenced others to call upon the name of the Lord. We can be people that encourage and motivate others to call upon the Lord. Even if Enosh didn’t directly influence what was happening in his lifetime, we know that God can use our lives to move others to call upon His name because they see the goodness of God in our life. Instead of being people that take life and take vengeance, let us be people that seek for good and call upon the name of God in all we do, to preserve life and promote human flourishing. 

33:59 How does this point to Jesus?

Verse 17 Cain builds his own city in exile and in separation from God, kind of like we’ll see with the tower of Babel in Shinar, but Jesus, Himself according to Hebrews, is actually the builder of the true eternal city of God in Heaven. He’s building His own city and dwelling place of God as the greater Solomon. The city here is the product of murder and rebellion and exile, and its the hub for sin, but the city Jesus builds will be the product of sacrifice, love and perfect obedience. The rebellious city of human sin and wickedness will be exactly the city Jesus chooses to walk straight into, when He walks into Jerusalem to be crucified at the hands of sinners. Jerusalem in Jesus’ day is the new iteration of Cain’s murderous city

Verse 25 The offspring God gives to Eve, is a callback to the promised seed of the woman that God promised would come to crush the head of the serpent and that’s Jesus. But He doesn’t crush the heads of people like Cain. He crushes the head of death and the spiritual forces of evil by dying like Abel. And through that death, God appoints for Himself more offspring besides His Son Jesus. He brings about our son ship so that we can be called sons and daughters of God through Jesus’ death and resurrection. When the enemy tries to stop the seed of the woman but God gives her another offspring, that is a picture of Jesus being put to death only to bring us life and sonship through His death 

Verse 26 Through Seth’s line, people call upon the Lord. And through Jesus we come to God in worship and call upon His name boldly as those who come through the line and heritage of Jesus the true, and ultimate heir of the universe. He is the true and greater priest in the order of Melchizedek


Supplementary Bible reading plan:

Genesis 11:1–9 — The Tower of Babel develops the theme of human cities built for self‑glory, echoing Cain’s city and contrasting with God’s purposes.
Hebrews 12:18-29 — the true city of God
Matthew 18:21–22 — Jesus reverses Lamech’s seventy‑sevenfold vengeance with seventy‑sevenfold forgiveness, redefining justice and mercy.
Revelation 21 — The New Jerusalem fulfills the biblical city theme, replacing violent human cities with God’s eternal dwelling among His people.
Luke 13:31-35 - Jerusalem the wicked city
Hebrews 3:1-6, 11:8-12 - the city of God

Conclusion: In the next chapter, we get the genealogy of Adam. And, some have pointed out a hidden message in this genealogy that presents a picture of the gospel. This is where knowing a bit of biblical Hebrew can be greatly beneficial. That’s what we’ll unpack in the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

5 Reflection & Discussion Questions

Cain builds a city in exile, while Seth’s line begins to call on the name of the Lord. What kinds of ‘cities’ or systems do we tend to build when we live apart from God’s presence? How can we discern whether what we are building is rooted in God’s guidance or human ambition?
Lamech escalates violence and claims the authority to decide justice for himself. In what ways are we tempted to ‘play God’ when we are wronged? How does trusting God with justice reshape how we respond to offense and hurt?
This passage shows innovation and creativity continuing even among rebellious people. How should Christians think about human achievement, technology, and progress when they are disconnected from God’s wisdom and character?
Eve recognizes Seth as a son appointed by God rather than something she achieved herself. How does this shape the way we view our work, family, ministry, or success? Where might we need to surrender credit back to God?
The chapter ends with people beginning to ‘call upon the name of the Lord.’ What practical habits help communities shift from violence, pride, or self‑reliance toward worship, prayer, and dependence on God?

