Sermon Skeleton
In The Waiting… | Wait On The Lord (Part 1)

Opening Question/Story: We know that good things are worth waiting for, and we’re willing to wait up to a point for certain things, But, why does God make His children wait for the good things He has for them? 

Think of all the things that we wait for in this life. Some of you are waiting for worldly things like: better finances, clear direction, a spouse, a house, a better situation at home, a new job, a car that works, that new game, or the newest season to come out.

Some of you are waiting for spiritual things like: breakthrough, healing, your spouse to be saved, more patience, more joy, more confidence in Christ, freedom from an addiction, to step into your calling and discover your gifts.

Whatever you’re waiting and believing for God to do in your life, there is waiting process that you need to understand. There is a right way to wait and move towards God’s will in faith, and there is a wrong way to wait that most Christians don’t even understand they’re doing wrong.

Why Do They Need To Hear This? Everything God has for His children involves waiting on Him. So many people are missing out on the best God has for them because they simply don’t know how to wait on the Lord. They’re missing breakthrough, answered prayer, greater joy, and more of God because they don’t know how to sit there and wait on Him.

I know you have an idea in mind when I say waiting, but Im hoping that over the course of this series you understand that your concept of waiting is not like God’s concept of waiting. That’s why I’ve titled this series “wait on the Lord.” Beyond just waiting for God to do things in our life, we are most importantly waiting on God. Not just FOR God to do something but we’re waiting ON God as that ultimate something.

Psalm 62:1-2 - For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.

This whole series is going to teach you EVERYTHING you need to know about waiting on the Lord that I didn’t know for years.

Main Sermon Question How do we know we’re waiting on the Lord the right way? What does it mean to wait on the Lord?

10 Elements of Biblical Waiting:

God’s Word: Always Based In God’s Word. In Response To His Word
Trust: Trusting that God Knows Best and His Will Is Best
Action: Obeying God Faithfully As A Servant
Faith: Being Convinced That God Is Worth The Wait
God’s Presence: Result of Seeking God First
Contentment: God Is Enough While We’re Waiting
Patience: Willingness To Endure To The End, Even Through Adversity
Hope (Expectation): Hoping In God Alone Not As Just Another Option
Hierarchy of Priorities: God Is Ultimate. Everything Else Follows 
Salvation: This Marks The End Of All Waiting (2nd Coming)

A lot of waiting in the Bible is waiting in anticipation like when an army or person lies in wait to pounce on someone as their enemy: 1 Samuel 15:5, exodus 21:13, numbers 35:22, Deuteronomy 19:11, Psalm 59:3

God Even Waits Patiently

Isaiah 65:1-2 

Genesis 15:16 - And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

1 Peter 3:20 - because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

God waits to give Sodom and Gomorrah a chance for righteous people to arise

God waits to give Israel a chance before they’re sent into exile

And, if we’re not going to miss out on all that God has for our lives, there are three things you need to know about waiting on the Lord. 

The Christian Life Is Marked By Continual Waiting (Its One Big Waiting Period)

In this temporary life, you will never stop waiting on God. When you get one thing you’ve been waiting for, there are still other things you’ll still be waiting for especially ETERNITY.

You’ll never reach a point in this life where waiting is no longer needed. 

Get used to waiting. Waiting should become your natural posture. So many Christians get disappointed because they were never told the Christian life is one big period of waiting.

Psalm 62

The Practice:
You might think you’re waiting for one thing, but then you’ll get that and realize what you’re really waiting for is something God promises to bring after this life.

The Picture: 
- Expect to wait for God and on Him the rest of your life and it’ll make life easier. When my kids know they have to wait for an extended period of time, it helps them cope with any disappointment or impatience or boredom they might wrestle with

Waiting Isn’t A Bad Thing: Its Not Something To Push Through Or Accelerate 

God has ordained a specific timeframe attached to everything He will do in our lives. Not in a calvinistic way but in a Fatherly way where He knows when is the appropriate time to do things, in a way He knows is best for us and most conducive for our sanctification and His glory.

God’s timeframe produces maximum results, ours doesn’t. There are things we can slow by our own in ability to wait on the Lord but we cannot accelerate things past God’s ordained time

Psalm 25:19-22 - Consider how many are my foes,
and with what violent hatred they hate me.
Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.
May integrity and uprightness preserve me,
for I wait for you.
Redeem Israel, O God,
out of all his troubles.

The Practice:
Learn to surrender your concept of time as well as your preference of time
Stop treating waiting as a negative thing or punishment or something to speed through

The Picture:
Everyone wants to accelerate through the boring, difficult, disappointing parts of life. That’s why we skip ads on videos and every other form of media. Everyone wants to pass the time during the waiting period by doing other things to make it go by faster

Waiting Improves Relationship And Focuses Us On God

All waiting leads us to the throne. Relationship with God is the ultimate purpose of all waiting.

The real treasure is IN the waiting period, not at the end of it.

Psalm 27 

The Practice:
Seek first God and His Kingdom in the period of waiting we call life
In all things seek after a deeper friendship with God and partner with Him more

The Picture: 
- The boring car rides, or waiting in line for rides, or sitting in an airplane are some of the most valuable memories I have with my children. Those periods of time have strengthened my relationship with them more than most things

People Who Couldn’t Wait:
Abraham and Sarah for Isaac
Israel to go into the promised Land
Israel at the foot of Mount Sinai for Moss to come back down
Adam and Eve for God to give them knowledge of good and evil
King Saul couldn’t wait for Samuel
David for Bathsheba
Israelites couldn’t wait for food and water but wanted to go back to Egypt for immediate pleasure and satisfaction 
Balaam couldn’t wait for permission from God


Conclusion

The three things you need to know about waiting on the Lord is that

Waiting Is The Mark of The Christian Life
Waiting Isn’t a Bad Thing
Waiting Improves and Strengthens Your Relationship With God



SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
WAIT ON THE LORD | PART 1 — In The Waiting

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the difference between waiting for God to do something and waiting on God Himself?
2. Why should waiting become a normal posture of the Christian life?
3. How can surrendering our preferred timetable help us trust God’s wisdom?
4. Why might deeper relationship with God be the greatest treasure in the waiting?
5. Which element of biblical waiting most needs growth in your life?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. What am I waiting for, and has it become more important than God?
2. Where am I resisting God’s timeframe?
3. Do I treat waiting as punishment, wasted time, or an invitation into deeper relationship?
4. Which waiting area produces the most impatience in me?
5. How can I seek God first in this season?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Wait on God Himself, not merely an outcome. Psalm 62:1-2
2. Surrender your preferred timetable. Psalm 25:21
3. Stop treating waiting as wasted time. Psalm 27:14
4. Seek deeper relationship with God. Psalm 27:4
5. Keep Christ’s return and final salvation in view. Titus 2:13

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Micah 7:7 — Waiting is directed toward God Himself.
2. Romans 8:23-25 — Hope patiently waits for what is unseen.
3. Psalm 130:5-6 — Waiting is joined to hope in God’s Word.
4. Isaiah 30:18 — Blessing is promised to those who wait for the LORD.
5. James 5:7-8 — The farmer pictures patient expectation.

