Sermon Skeleton
Waiting Gone Wrong | Wait On The Lord (Part 2)

Is it possible to delay God’s blessings in our lives? How do we make sure that we’re not slowing down the good things God intends to do for us? Its all about learning how to wait on God properly. The problem is many believers don’t know how to wait. So, how do we make sure we’re not waiting wrong? Here are 22 signs that will help you accurately identify if you’re truly waiting on God. This is how NOT to wait on God. 

Most people don’t imagine themselves as being vulnerable to that same kind of pride and idol worship as Israel committed in the story of the golden calf at the base of Mt. Sinai. So they don’t think through what really took place at the base of that mountain to cause Israel to do such an unspeakable thing against God. 

When people think of how Israel abandons God at Mt. Sinai and worships a golden calf they made by their hands, they usually don’t think about the process of how Israel fell into that foolish decision.

The very simple answer is: they couldn’t wait. And, so often in our lives, maybe we’re not prone to falling into  such blatant idol worship, but  I’d venture to say that each of us is vulnerable everyday to their same bad decision of choosing not to wait on God.

Why Do They Need To Hear This? When you don’t know how to wait, you miss out on the fullest life God has for you this side of Heaven. Its helpful to learn how to do something well by knowing how not to do it.

Some of you are missing out on restoration, healing, breakthrough, intimacy with God, more financial provision, stronger relationships with your kids because you don’t know how to wait.

Opening Question/Story: One of the biggest things I struggle waiting for is my sanctification and transformation in Christ. Sometimes, I don’t like God’s process and His pace. I want to be completely over a sin or addiction but his pace of sanctification produces maximum character and christlikeness in us (fruit) which is far batter than getting over a sin without that character to sustain/enjoy that because we might fall into a greater sin of pride or self righteousness.

And, pride (self-exaltation) is the foundation of any moment we choose not to wait.

Main Sermon Question What does it look like to not wait on the Lord? What is the anti-picture of waiting on God so that we can avoid that? How do I know I’m waiting on God? Make sure you’re not doing what these biblical characters did

10 Elements of Biblical Waiting:

God’s Word: Always Based In God’s Word. In Response To His Word
Trust: Trusting that God Knows Best and His Will Is Best
Action: Obeying God Faithfully As A Servant
Faith: Being Convinced That God Is Worth The Wait
God’s Presence: Result of Seeking God First
Contentment: God Is Enough While We’re Waiting
Patience: Willingness To Endure To The End, Even Through Adversity
Hope (Expectation): Hoping In God Alone Not As Just Another Option
Hierarchy of Priorities: God Is Ultimate. Everything Else Follows 
Salvation: This Marks The End Of All Waiting (2nd Coming)

We’re going to look at 5 specific stories in Scripture and break down the process of how each of these biblical characters chose not to wait on God, and what went into it.

Adam And Eve: Genesis 3:1-7

Sign #1 11:54 You’re not waiting on God when you want something in order to not need God.

She wanted the forbidden fruit to make her like God so she could be independent and not need God because she would be like Him

Sign #2 14:58 You’re not waiting on God when you trust in something else to do what only God can.

She wanted the fruit to make her wise instead of trusting God to do so. She looked to the fruit to do what only God could do, but she thought it would shortcut the process 

Sign #3 - 18:00 You’re not waiting on God when you assume to know better than God.

She didn’t trust God had good intentions towards them or had their best in mind, which made her think that she knew better and could go against God’s word to get what she wanted without God

If the knowledge of good and evil was necessary for them to rule the earth as image bearers of God then God would’ve given it to them His own way in His timing. They didn’t run to God with that need or desire but assumed they could get it themselves

Sign #4 20:25 You’re not waiting on God when you violate God’s ways to get what you want.

They were willing to violate God’s law and rebel to get what they wanted. When people waiting on God, they’re willing to disobey to get what they want

The Picture: 
- Sometimes my kids disobey me to get what they want and in the end they say “but I really wanted…” and they justify their disobedience with their own desires. They don’t have the language but they’re saying they assumed to know better than me and looked to their own desires as more reliable and trustworthy than me and my word

Abraham and Sarah: Genesis 16:1-6

Sign #5 29:30 You’re not waiting on God when you allow the frustration of what you don’t see to drive your decisions. (Or confusion, anxiety, pressure)

Abraham had no child yet and Sarah had been barren for so long. He was 75 when God called him and gave him the first promise which we see recorded in Genesis 12. He is 86 when he has Ishmael and he won’t have Isaac until he is 100. We don’t know if God always intended to wait that long or if that promise was delayed for Abraham’s abuse. Of Hagar. They waited so long it didn’t seem like Sarah was the vessel through which kids would come. They grew impatient and started looking for another option since Option A didn’t work for so long

Sign #6 31:35 You’re not waiting on God when your preferred time frame becomes the basis for your decisions.

Sarah decided the Lord had prevented her from bearing children indefinitely and Abraham should try and have a son by another woman in their household. They acted in impatience out of a place of not seeing what they wanted to see as quickly as they wanted to see it or in the way they wanted to

Sign #7 34:00 You’re not waiting on God when you take His promises into your own hands and presume to know better than Him. (His plan, method or timing).

Abram and Sarah schemed out of their own human wisdom and worldly understanding and assumed to know what was best on their own without consulting God. They did what was right in their own eyes. They leaned on their own understanding. 

When you don’t wait on God it might look like assuming to know better than God, it might look like taking God’s promises or plans into your own hands, or it might look like scheming to get it your way when you don’t see it as quickly as you’d like to. 

Sign #8 36:20 You’re not waiting on God when you act without consulting God or His word.

When you’re not waiting on God, you don’t consult God before you make a decision and you don’t look to Him in all your ways but you lean on your own understanding and definition of what is good

Sign #9 38:35 You’re not waiting on God when assumptions or uncertainty drives your actions.

They did what SEEMED right. Not what they knew would work for sure. They said “it may be” the Lord will give them a son but this was not a concert fact. They acted on a maybe without consulting God, to confirm that suspicion.

Sign #10 42:16 You’re not waiting on God when you begin to de-value those around you.

Abram and Sarah were willing to abuse Hagar in the process, of course Hagar technically being the concubine of Abram and that culture functioned differently, but they grew so impatient they were willing to disregard the well being of those around them and oppress and abuse someone in the process

The Picture:
When my son really wants something like a toy his sister took, he isn’t willing to be patient and come to his parents to wait on them for a solution. He takes matters into his own hands and will even hurt his sister to get what he wants and is unwilling to wait for. We tell him “buddy do you love your toy or your sister more?”

Israel At Mt. Sinai: Exodus 24:12-18 | Exodus 32:1-6

Sign #11 49:21 You’re not waiting on God if you have backup gods to fall back on.

They grew tired of waiting  and moved onto other gods they made themselves. They had a backup plan, another option. They weren’t wholeheartedly committed to God alone. Moses delayed and didn’t come down as quickly as they expected or preferred. 

They replaced God with what their hearts really wanted. They weren’t waiting for God, they thought they were waiting for Moses and what he could do for them, and by waiting/expecting the wrong things, they just decided to create what they thought they wanted

Sign #12 50:46 You’re not waiting on God if you hold God hostage to your manmade deadlines.

Moses didn’t come back on their timetable, which is said to be a “delay.” But, what they concluded was a “delay” God saw as right on time, because Moses would come down when God was done with him. Israel placed a manmade deadline on Moses that God never gave them permission for. They decided how long they’d wait for Moses, rather than trusting in God’s timing to bring Moses back down

Sign #13 53:06 You’re not waiting on God if you act on manmade deadlines God never gave you.

Their uncertainty about what happened to Moses caused them to make inappropriate action. They acted on uncertainty, and what they didn’t know. They assumed something of Moses that seems to justify their decision to choose other gods

Sign #14 54:48 You’re not waiting on God if you trust in fallible men more than God.

They weren’t looking to God as their Shepherd, but a man named Moses, and when that man “failed” them according to their manmade expectations, they were quick to abandon God because they were committed to a man. 

Sign #15 57:01 You’re not waiting on God if you allow your impatience to breed disobedience.

They grew impatient, bored, anxious, waiting for Moses and that boredom gave birth to sinful desires and activity that went against God’s laws. Boredom produced disobedience. They didn’t want to wait anymore, they didn’t know how long they’d ave to wait, they were’t sure what happened to Moses and that combination of uncertainty and not knowing how long they’d have to wait is what caused them to make their own gods and “move on”

The Picture: 
- Nothing good happens when my kids are bored. Boredom and impatience produce all kinds of wild activity and decisions. Sometimes my kids are bored because they had expectations of me I never gave them permission to have. They expect me to be done faster or finish by a certain time that they decided on their own and it produces frustration and confusion.

King Saul And Samuel: 1 Samuel 10:5-8 | 1 Samuel 13:8-15

Sign #16 1:04:13 You’re not waiting on God when you do something He didn’t lead you to do.

Samuel would’ve showed Saul what to do, but instead, Saul assumed to know best and figured out something to do which was in opposition to God’s command

Sign #17  1:07:34 You’re not waiting on God if the pressures of life drive your decisions rather than God.

The burden of leadership and the fear of death pressured King Saul into doing something that was outside of his authority. He stepped outside of his God-given permissions and authority and functioned as a priest which he has no permission to do so

He assumed a role he had no business playing and he assumed a responsibility that he had no permission to perform. He functioned outside of His God-given capacity because he wasn’t willing to wait on Samuel. The pressure of his army scattering from him is what drove him to do what went against God’s will.

Sign #18 1:10:30 You’re not waiting on God if you’re only willing to wait for a certain period of time.

Saul was willing to wait up to a point. Samuel said he’d come down in 7 days, and he did, but the time marker for Saul to wait wasn’t 7 days, but “when Samuel comes to him.”

The Picture: My kids decide they’ll wait up to a point but no farther than that. And, anything beyond waiting ends up being disobedience.

The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-16

Sign #19 1:17:52 You’re not waiting on God if you’re willing to shortcut God’s process the wrong way.

King David did the opposite of this when he didn’t kill King Saul for himself.

He was demanding and entitled as a self-centered person. He couldn’t wait until the appointed time to inherit his father’s estate. He rushed the process and was impatient. He wanted to skip the appointed process

Sign #20 1:21:32 You’re not waiting on God if you’re rebelliously reaching for what God knows you can’t handle.

He couldn’t handle what he rushed into. It wasn’t a blessing to him but ended up being a snare because he didn’t have the maturity to manage it. He was wasteful and reckless with what he was waiting for which shows how he wasn’t ready
He ended up being in need even after getting what he thought he was really waiting for which was his inheritance

Sign#21 1:23:20 You’re not waiting on God if you’re planning to dishonorably use what He gives you.

He already had an idea of how he would handle what he was waiting for. He made plans for what he was waiting for it seems. His impatience made plans for what he didn’t have yet

Sign #22 1:24:24 You’re not waiting on God if you’re willing to sacrifice relationship with the Father.

The impatience and lack of waiting moved the son away from the Father. He wanted his inheritance detached from relationship with his father, or even in place of his relationship with his father. instead of waiting with his father, he wanted what would distance him from his father and make him no longer need the father. 

Self-reliance and autonomy is the foundation of impatience and not being willing to wait. We don’t want to need God or to wait on Him. We want what allows us to not need Him and it distances us from our Father as the Son. You’re not waiting on God when you want something detached from Him or in place of Him.

Not waiting drove him into lack and need that wouldn’t be supplied by the Father because he was driven away from the Father where there was only famine and lack

The Picture: Sometimes my kids want what I can give them more than they just want time with me. And, its evident when I get them what they want and it distances them from me or they run into the other room with it. They sought my hand not my face.


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
WAIT ON THE LORD | PART 2 — Waiting Gone Wrong

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What do Adam and Eve reveal about impatience and independence from God?
2. How did Abraham and Sarah let frustration and timing drive their decisions?
3. What does the golden calf reveal about backup gods and manmade deadlines?
4. How did pressure cause Saul to step outside God’s instructions?
5. How does the prodigal son show the danger of wanting the Father’s gifts without the Father?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Where am I tempted to take matters into my own hands?
2. Have I created a deadline for God He never gave me?
3. What backup option am I tempted to trust?
4. Have pressure or frustration caused me to compromise obedience or devalue someone?
5. Do I want something from God that would distance me from dependence on Him?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Refuse shortcuts that violate God’s Word. Genesis 3:1-7
2. Do not let uncertainty make your decisions. Genesis 16:1-6
3. Reject backup gods and manmade deadlines. Exodus 32:1-6
4. Stay within God-given responsibilities. 1 Samuel 13:8-15
5. Choose the Father over gifts detached from Him. Luke 15:11-24

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Proverbs 3:5-7 — Trust God rather than your own understanding.
2. Psalm 106:13-15 — Israel failed to wait for God’s counsel.
3. Isaiah 28:16 — Faith is not driven into panicked haste.
4. 1 Samuel 24:4-7 — David refuses a shortcut to the kingdom.
5. James 1:14-16 — Unchecked desire can give birth to sin.

