
Week 8: What You Need To Know About God’s Kingdom

Why Need To Hear This: You will see more fruit and results from your prayer time, when you learn to prioritize God’s Kingdom in your prayers. This means seeking God’s kingdom in prayer above your own personal endeavors and ambitions. 

And, some of us don’t know how to pray effective, biblical, Christ-centered prayers that actually match up with the will of God because we don’t enter into our prayer time with the priorities of God, and in the mind of our timeless God, His eternal Kingdom takes priority over the temporary kingdoms and governments of this world.

Prayer Defined: It is talking to God with intention and purpose; as His beloved child, according to His word.

Power of Prayer: God has determined prayer to be the method of causing things.

My goal today is to help you live a higher life that is above the troubles of this world by raising your expectation and value for the Kingdom of Heaven and then we’ll connect this to our prayer life to help you begin praying in a way that produces good fruit in your life

But, first, we need to talk about the Kingdom Of Heaven so you understand how this concept fits into your prayer time with God.


Point #1 - The Kingdom of Heaven Is WAY Better Than This World And Life

Even that best day was nowhere near as good as the Kingdom of Heaven.

Romans 8:18, 21-23 - For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Philippians 1:23-24 - I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.

1 Corinthians 2:9 - But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him.

1 Corinthians 2:9- He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.


Point #2 - Why Is The Kingdom Of Heaven Better Than This World?

Worldly things are temporary and not eternally valuable. The Kingdom of Heaven is forever and is infinitely more valuable than anything in this world because God is there and it is spiritual.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

What’s so good about the Kingdom of Heaven?
There is perfect comfort there
There is ZERO pain, suffering, weeping, heartache, or death
It is beyond human comprehension and understanding. It blows expectations away
Jesus is physically and visibly there. You get to live forever in the presence of God 
The glory of God is fully revealed there for us to enjoy and stand in awe
There is perfect joy and peace there
It is perfect paradise with no change for sin, death, or darkness to enter in
God’s Kingdom will not end or be destroyed or corrupted

Point #3 - What Is The Kingdom of Heaven? First, what is Heaven?

Isaiah 66:1 - Thus says the LORD:
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool;
what is the house that you would build for me,
and what is the place of my rest?

Heaven is the place where God lives and where God rules FROM currently. 

What’s Kingdom of Heaven? Spiritual Territory & Government of God. Where He Rules

John 18:36 - Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.

Very simply, the Kingdom of Heaven is where Heaven and earth intersect through the presence of God by His Spirit, by His Son, or by His own divine intervention in this world. Its where the ways and character of God invade our reality through His word, His Spirit and people.

John 4:21-23 - But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.


Point #4 - The Kingdom Of Heaven Is Also A Partial Reality Now

Kingdom of God is also here now where God reigns THROUGH His people. God’s Kingdom is where He reigns in the hearts of His people and where His ways are revealed by His people.

Kingdom of Heaven is a reality to be PARTIALLY experienced now but not in its entirety

Luke 17:20-21 - Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”

The Kingdom of Heaven is coming FULLY when Jesus comes back. He will re-create the Heavens and the Earth to be one so that God’s dwelling place is with humanity once again.

Daniel 2:44-45 - And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

Daniel 4:3 - How great are his signs,
how mighty his wonders!
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and his dominion endures from generation to generation.

Revelation 21:1-3 - "Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.


Point #5 - What Does It Mean To Pray “Your Kingdom Come?”

Matthew 6:10 - Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven

When you pray, see yourself as a humble servant of His Kingdom. 

Colossians 3:1-2 - Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.

Philippians 2:21 -

We need to see our lives and our world in view of God’s eternal Kingdom. God is not a part of our Kingdom, we are apart of His.

Revelation 22:20 - Come Lord Jesus come

Hebrews 13:14

Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

We pray for His Kingdom before we pray for ourselves. God’s Kingdom must be prioritized above our own life and preferences.

Our prayers and requests MUST be centered around God’s Kingdom rather than us.

Praying “Your Kingdom Come”” involves:
Expectation
Desire
Surrender
Alignment

We are asking God:
To advance His Kingdom through our lives 
To make us better servants for God’s purposes and Kingdom.
To reign over more people’s lives by using us as vessels

Your Kingdom Come: “God reign in my life and reign over more hearts and people”

Example Prayers:
Lord I surrender to you
Lord give me the comfort, joy, peace of Heaven
Lord use me to advance your Kingdom by being your light to my friends
Lord advance your Kingdom through me for the people I work with
Lord help me not prioritize my school above your Kingdom
Lord Help me advance your Kingdom in this youth group
Lord help me be a good example to my friends when I hangout with them
Lord help me to know what to say and do in front of the people I work for
God when I hangout with my special friend, keep me from sin
Lord help me love my bully
Lord help me stay aware of your presence when I work and do school
God help me to love my parents even when they annoy me
God help me to stay humble and not point people to myself
God teach me how to serve and love the lost as you did for me




Small Group Questions

How Can You Start Prioritizing God’s Kingdom In Your Prayers?

What has it looked like for you in the past, to seek God’s Kingdom in prayer?

What is the significance of praying with God’s Kingdom in mind? 

What distracts/prevents us from praying “Kingdom-centered” prayers?
 
What do you believe God does for the person who seeks first His Kingdom?


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
PRAYER SERIES | WEEK 8 — PRIORITIZE GOD'S KINGDOM

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What does eternal kingdom look like in a healthy, biblical prayer life? (Romans 8:18)
2. Why is already/not yet kingdom important when we pray? (Luke 17:20-21)
3. How does kingdom first reshape the way we approach God? (Matthew 6:33)
4. What can keep us from practicing advancing God's reign faithfully? (Matthew 6:10)
5. How can longing for Christ's return become a regular part of our prayer life? (Revelation 22:20)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. How consistently is eternal kingdom present in my own prayer life?
2. Where do I most need to grow in already/not yet kingdom?
3. What would change this week if I practiced kingdom first more intentionally?
4. What fear, habit, motive, or distraction keeps me from advancing God's reign?
5. What is one concrete step I can take to grow in longing for Christ's return?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Practice eternal kingdom. Romans 8:18
2. Prioritize already/not yet kingdom. Luke 17:20-21
3. Ask God to deepen kingdom first. Matthew 6:33
4. Remove what hinders advancing God's reign. Matthew 6:10
5. Build a regular habit of longing for Christ's return. Revelation 22:20

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Colossians 3:1-4 — Reinforces the biblical emphasis on eternal kingdom.
2. Hebrews 12:28 — Adds another perspective on already/not yet kingdom.
3. Daniel 7:13-14 — Shows how kingdom first appears elsewhere in Scripture.
4. Philippians 3:20-21 — Provides practical wisdom for advancing God's reign.
5. Revelation 21:1-5 — Deepens the connection between prayer and longing for Christ's return.

