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Why The Call of Abraham Is The Beginning Of A New Eden Story  | Genesis 12:1-2
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In Genesis 12, the story of Abraham officially begins. And, there are a few hidden details that connect this to the earlier tower of babel story. If you don’t recognize them, you’ll think this story is disconnected from the tower of babel. But, its not. And, for years I didn’t know that. So, Why does Abram leave his home? Why are we told he takes Lot? And, what’s with this mysterious oak at Moreh? In this video, we’re going to unpack 9 key observations that will make sense of this story for you. Let’s jump into Genesis 12 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.
Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 9. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 12*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Intro: This chapter signals the beginning of the redemptive story of God through Israel. As I was developing this outline I noticed tons of application.

Verse 1 

1. Moving Abram God intends to show Abram the land, by taking Him on a tour around the promised land throughout Abram’s life.

We saw a few verses earlier Abraham was already attempting to go to the land of Canaan, but now God says he will show him the land when he gets there, which will happen in Genesis 22 when God calls Abram to lay down his son Isaac on the mountain, he will show him

“Go from your country.” God has moved people to other locations since the formation of Adam. In Genesis 2, God made Adam outside the garden and then placed Adam inside the garden of Eden to work it. In Genesis 3, God sends Adam and Eve away from the tree of life after they eat from the forbidden tree of knowledge. In Genesis 4, God sends Cain away, East of the garden for killing Abel. He is sentenced to be a wanderer. In Genesis 6, God sends a flood to remove the wicked from the earth but He sends Noah into the ark. 

In the last chapter, God disbanded the Tower of Babel project and God dispersed them across the face of the land to their respective regions. Now, we have God sending Abram away from Haran to go to the promised land, but in this situation, it doesn’t seem to be God responding to disobedience like at the other times so far in the biblical narrative. This seems to be God calling Abram out from among the Chaldeans to be set apart the way God called Noah, except Abram is being led to a  different location. 

“The Lord said.” God hasn’t spoken to a human being since chapter 9, when God gave Noah the sign of the covenant, which was the rainbow. That’s significant, because that was his last covenant partner that God worked with, and now the next covenant partner is this Abram from Ur of the Chaldeans.

Application: No matter what, God is telling Abram to leave both behind, because he’s going towards the promised land of Canaan which is away from both these places. This is what it looks like to follow God very often. Each step of obedience He calls us to, is forsaking and leaving behind something of our old lives in faith that He has something better for us. 

“And your father’s house.” Why does God call out Abram’s kindred,  and his father’s house? Is God wanting to do something completely new that’s disconnected from Abram’s father and his father’s name and kindred? If so, then Abram is not a continuation of his father’s name and house, but God is doing something new with Abram and setting him apart to start a new story, disconnected from his pagan roots. This makes sense. 

Application: When God calls us out of darkness, He’s setting us apart from the darkness of our old lives, to be the light in this dark world. Sometimes the story God is writing for each of us involves us being removed from what’s familiar and what we’ve always been apart of, but God has something better.

Verse 2 

2. Making A Great Name The story of Genesis has focused heavily around the Hebrew concept of the name, in Genesis 6 we have the men of the name or renowned the mighty warriors of old, in Genesis 10 Nimrod is a man of the name, in Genesis 11 the tower of Babel is all about their name and Abraham comes from Shem which literally means name in Hebrew

God isn’t against making a name of people and adding greatness to people, but He wants people to do it His way and with His heart. He calls Abram and makes him great, and this is contrasted with the typical human pursuit of greatness and the selfish ambition within humanity to make their name great without God in the picture. Any greatness should be added to us by God, not achieved by our own human ambition. 

This is back to the original calling of mankind in the garden when God told them to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. This is what God told Noah. He wants humanity to be fruitful and expand under the guidance of God. This is what God intends to do with Abram.

We just saw the table of nations in chapter 10 and how those nations came to be in Genesis 11 after the Tower of Babel. But there’s one nation that won’t come from that event, and it’s going to be the nation God makes out of Abram. In other words, this nation is going to be formed in a unique and special way. It isn’t going to come from the Tower of Babel. 

It’s a special nation that will come from barrenness and arise by the supernatural power of God. And this nation will stand in stark contrast to the rest of the nations that are already formed and further along. This nation of Abram isn’t even born yet. It doesn’t exist yet because there’s not even one descendent from Abram. 

So the story sets us up to view this non-existent nation not even in its infancy, compared to the other nations that are already much further along by the time God brings this nation into existence. It’s supposed to feel like Abram and his nation are VERY behind. Because they are. He doesn’t even have a son while other nations have multitudes already. And that sets them up to be a perfect demonstration of the glory and power of God, especially at the Exodus.

Application: We often feel very behind when we compare our lives to others, but what God wants to do through us, is uniquely different from what He’s doing in the lives of others. He’s working on a different schedule with each of His people, and when we feel behind, it’s often so God gets all the glory for any good that comes through our lives. God knows how to make up for any deficiency in us and even use that as a platform for His glory. 

Later in Scripture, the greatness of the nation of Israel will become a problem for nations like Egypt, Babylon, Moab, Assyria etc. They’ll view the size of the nation as a threat and something to be afraid of. So, nations will come against what God has given a unique status. This is what we see with the serpent in Genesis 3. He has a bad eye towards humanity’s unique, exalted status among Gods creation, and the serpent wants to ruin what God has chosen to exalt. 

And, what this shows us is that God can make MUCH out of little. He can take something insignificant and make it great if He so chooses to. God’s giving Abram a NEW name, a NEW house, a NEW nation; and NEW land, which requires him to leave behind the old. These four things are going to be key elements of Israel’s blessing and ultimately the blessing of Jesus. Throughout the scriptures, the name, house, nation and land will be incredibly significant. 

Verse 2-3 

3. Blessing The Nations Apparently Abram cannot be a blessing unless his name is first made great. In other words, what it means for Abram’s name to BE GREAT is that he IS a blessing to others. His greatness doesn’t terminate on himself and it isn’t centered around him, but it’s centered around others. So Abram is blessed to be a blessing. God doesn’t say Abram IS blessed but he WILL BE blessed, and once that is his condition, he and his descendants will be able to be a blessing to others. 

Application: This is why God first makes us blessed in Christ through faith. Because we cannot be a true benefit and blessing to others unless we are first blessed ourselves in Christ to be that blessing. So, notice the connection between house, blessing, name, and nations. This right here spells out the gospel. And Galatians 3:8 tells us that God preached the gospel to Abram, when God told Abram in I’m all the nations would be blessed. The gospel in its most basic form is that the gentiles would be justified by faith alongside the descendants of Abram.

This is a kind of fresh start with a new chosen partner of God, almost like a new creation story with Adam. Except, instead of making Adam from the dust and then putting him in the garden, God intends to make Abram’s name great, by bringing him into the promised land.

The fact that God is going to use Abram to be a blessing to the nations of the Earth tells us that right now the nations are not blessed, they are actually under a curse. While other nations are given over to lesser spiritual beings (principalities and authorities in the heavens realms), God is raising up a new nation

God intends to make Abram into a great nation and make his name great, which is what the people at Babel were after. Except, it is God making a new nation out of Abram, that will rescue the other nations that are currently in bondage and scattered across the earth.

God promised to make Abram a blessing to the world by making his name great. The blessing for others comes through his exaltation (sounds like Jesus saying I must be lifted up to draw all men to myself). Within this is a glimpse into the gospel. 

Ultimately, Jesus is the true offspring of Abraham who brings Gods blessing to the world. And, all of the enemies of Jesus will be crushed along with the serpent who they follow. So, this is not just talking about Abram’s personal enemies or Israel’s national enemies, but the spiritual, cosmic enemies of Jesus as well as any physical creature that would come against Jesus like we see in Psalm 2. We can trust that God will not only extend blessing to the world through our lives but that, at the right time, God will bring the appropriate curse upon those who have remained against Christ

The families of the earth (land) will be blessed in Abram the way Ephesians 2 speaks of the families in heaven and on earth being blessed in Jesus, from whom we get our name from. This language of being “in” is speaking of connection and position, like Ephesians 1 will speak of being “in Christ”

This is what God did with Noah. He chose one to be a blessing to those who would be attached to him, and these nations of the earth come from Noah. In other words, God isn’t sending the nations into exile with no hope of return. He’s sending them across the land to fulfill His plan of bringing them blessing through this man Abram and his descendants. 

This is not God choosing one at the expense of the rest. But for the benefit of the rest, who are in a kind of exile. When God brings us into the light, He intends to send us into the darkness with His blessing and love to bring others into the light we now have in Christ. 

Verse 4 

4. Walking In Faith What did it mean for Abram to just pick up and leave? How long had he stayed in Haran before God told him to leave? And how long did it take for Abram to leave after he was told? What did he expect God was going to do? 

Application: This is what obedience to God often looks like. We aren’t even sure of the next destination but God has told us the next step to take. We don’t have the details, we don’t know how it’ll work out but we know He’s commanded us to move and listen to His voice. Faith-filled obedience doesn’t require all the details, we just need to know God said to do it. 

5. Taking Lot Why are we told that Lot went with Abram? Abram was just told to leave his his father’s house (family) and that seems to include Lot. If it’s assumed that Abram is supposed to take Lot’s family him, then I don’t know if this extra statement would’ve been added. This detail sticks out to me as being out of the ordinary, unexpected, and possibly even a “but clause” which notes partial obedience on the part of Abram, rather than total obedience. 

In other words, this one small statement about Lot will become an incredible issue throughout the rest of the biblical story. 

When the narrative unfolds, it seems very clear that Abram was NOT supposed to take Lot and his wife. We must learn how to obey God fully, in all things. If it’s partial obedience, it’s disobedience. Half-obedience to God leaves an open door for the enemy in our lives, which can end up making our lives much harder than God intended for it to be. 

Here we have Abraham doing what God commanded him similar to Genesis 6:22 when Noah is said to have done all that the Lord commanded him to do. We are starting to see Abram be set up as another Noah figure.

Verse 5

6. A Massive Household This is another detail that becomes so important for the rest of Abram’s story and the rest of the entire Bible. Abram will have an Egyptian servant named Hagar and it seems likely that they had acquired her in Haran or later in Egypt with Pharaoh 

Abram has quite the household, as we’ll see later on, he has a small army of men. This is not a small household. How did they acquire people? By trade, by work, by plundering?

The author tells us they’re going to Canaan, because he’s recording this data in hindsight, but it doesn’t seem likely Abram knew where he was going. He just had a general direction. 

Application: This is what it looks and feels like to follow God. We have general direction and a general sense of where we’re going but God withholds many details to keep us dependent upon Him the whole time. This keeps us from growing arrogant and self-reliant. 

Abraham here is taking the way his father took them in verse 31 of the last chapter, which might indicate to us that Abram is functioning as the new patriarchal Head

When they leave, they leave with all of their possessions. They had acquired similar to how we will see the Israelites come out of Egypt

Verse 6 

7. The Oak of Moreh It is interesting that the Canaanites were formally in the land, but that doesn’t seem to be the case during the time the author is writing this. The previous inhabitants being in the land is somehow related to Abraham going to the Oak of Moreh as if one is affected by the other.

We’re told Abraham arrives at a specific place, which means the ancient reader would’ve likely known what place this was (the oak of Moreh) it was probably a location rich with meaning and history. It seems as though Abram was going there with some specific purpose in mind, maybe to seek God

“Shechem and Moreh” these two places will be incredibly significant for Abram’s story as well as Isaac and Jacob’s story. These become sacred spaces where the patriarchs meet God, offer sacrifices to Him, or call upon His name. This doesn’t mean they have any significance at this point in the story. But, over time it takes on spiritual significance.

Application: There are times and places in our lives that become incredibly significant to us because of how God met us in that season or place. God decides how and when He meets with us in ways that mark us for the rest of our lives. We must learn to be open to God meeting us in any space and season of life, because He can turn any location into sacred space and any season into sacred time that becomes a landmark we reference for the rest of our lives. 

Verse 7 

8. A Sacred Encounter Abraham did what he knew to do and now he doesn’t seem to be sure what’s next until God shows up to reveal the next step. God shows up here which makes this place sacred similar to when Jacob will encounter God at Bethel

God reveals himself and makes himself known before he takes Abram on a tour of the land. Remember, this chapter started with God saying he would show Abraham the land, but any revelation of future blessing must be connected to a proper knowledge of God, which comes by revelation and experience. Abram is coming to see and understand who God is, which will allow him to see the future blessing of land and descendants properly.

This isn’t the only time God appears to Abram, but each time is very sacred. God will appear again to Abram in Genesis 15, to make the covenant with Abram and warn him of the slavery his people will endure for 400 years. Then God appears to Abram in Genesis 17 where He re-affirms His promises and then gives Abraham the covenant of circumcision. In Genesis 18, God appears to Abram to promise him a son the following year and then warn him of the judgment that’s coming on Sodom and Gomorrah, because Abram’s nephew Lot lives in that region. And, these will be the only four times that God appears to Abram, and each time it involves promise a glimpse into the future.

9. Building An Altar Abram once again is like Noah as he builds an altar. He is the second person to do this in the story of the Bible so far. Just like Jacob and Genesis 28 God appears, then the individual has a spiritual awareness, and they realize that place is sacred.

Notice that God says “to your offspring.” It doesn’t mean that it is NOT for Abram. But it won’t be given, and distributed during the lifetime of Abram. The focus is his descendants.

What’s interesting is that God hasn’t officially DONE anything yet, except appear to Abram

Application: Sometimes we focus so much on the activity of God, we forget how precious His promises are and sure His word is. We forget how awesome His very near presence is. What should always prompt worship and thanksgiving in our hearts is not solely the current activity of God, but the guarantee of His word and promises in Jesus. We always have a reason to worship because of what He has said and because of His constant presence in our lives. 

Verse 8 

Why are these two places the reference points for where Abram is? Why are these two locations the landmarks? Because Bethel will be a very significant place that will become a sacred place where God meets with people, especially Jacob. That’s the place God meets Jacob in a dream then in Genesis 31, God refers to Himself as the God of bethel. So, God identifies Himself with that place for Jacob. Bethel becomes a place where the nation of Israel comes to meet with God throughout judges and Samuel’s days. And AI will be the second Canaanite city that Joshua and the Israelites take down after Jericho. So, we have to ask about the significance of those places? What are these places associated with? And how might they inform the way we understand what’s happening here with Abram? Is there any connection between these stories? I believe so.

In this nameless hill country, Abram builds an altar to God again and calls upon His name here. But, why? This is the second stop Abram has made and at both stops he seems to dedicate that location to God by calling on Him and sacrificing to God. It’s as if Abram needs God to meet with him in whatever space and location he finds himself in. This is so true for us. 

Application: We need God to meet us wherever we’re at. We need to be open to the presence of God invading our space and reality at any moment, in whatever way God wants to interact with us and when God so clearly meets with us, that space and moment in time becomes sacred and dedicated to Him and His Kingdom. But, are we building altars with our lives and bodies along this journey God has us on? Do we intentionally make space and set apart time to meet with God and dedicate ourselves to His Kingdom? 

Abrams temporary dwelling place is strategically positioned in relation to Bethel, which is the house of God and AI for some reason

When Abraham calls on the name of the Lord, another possible meaning of this Hebrew word is to summon. Not that he is conjuring God or demanding he show up on his terms, but that there is a pursuit taking place

Connections to Jesus:

Jesus is the ultimate offspring of Abraham through whom all nations are blessed.

Abram leaves home by faith; Jesus leaves heaven to fulfill the Father's mission.

God makes Abram's name great; Jesus receives the name above every name.

Abram journeys toward a promised inheritance; Jesus leads us into the New Creation.

Abram builds altars where God appears; Jesus becomes the true meeting place between God and humanity.

Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis we continue the story of Abraham as he journeys into Egypt. There’s a reason he does this, and there’s something else happening that I didn’t notice until recently. But, we’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Genesis 3:23–24 — Adam is sent from Eden; Abram begins a journey toward restoration.
Genesis 6:8–9 — Noah and Abram are both chosen from corrupt environments.
Joshua 24:2–3 — Abraham is called out from a family that served other gods.
Hebrews 11:8–10 — Abraham leaves by faith seeking God's city.
Galatians 3:8–9 — The promise to Abraham is identified as the gospel preached beforehand.
5 Reflection Questions

What is God asking you to leave behind in order to walk more fully in His calling?
Have you ever felt behind compared to others? How does God's promise to Abram challenge that perspective?
What areas of your life require faith-filled obedience even when you do not have all the details?
Are there any 'Lots' in your life—areas of partial obedience that God may be asking you to surrender?
What places or moments have become sacred landmarks because of how God met you there?


Video 4: I Had No Idea God Brought Plagues On Egypt Before Moses Was Ever Alive [Genesis 12:10-20]

Thumbnail: He’s The Serpent
This Blew My Mind

Right after God shuts down the spiritual gateway at Babel, we have the call of Abraham in Genesis 12. And, somehow Abram ends up in Egypt after a famine strikes the land. But, if you notice, this story is bridging two significant biblical events together. Not only is there a glimpse of the future, but there’s a callback to the past. And, when you see it, this small story will blow your mind. So, what’s really happening when Abram goes down to Egypt? Why does he trick Pharoah? If you want to learn how to read the Bible you’re in the right place. Lets jump into Genesis 12.

Summary: After Abram leaves his homeland of Babylon, God calls Abram out of Haran to pack up everything to go to a land Abram’s never been to. God promises Abram blessing, a future, a nation, a name, a house, and land, and Abram obeys God but brings Lot with him. Abram stops at two sacred locations to worship God, and then a famine drives Abram and his household to the land of Egypt where he deceives the Pharaoh and is sent away.

Two Summary Words: Called Out

Keywords:
Bless/Blessing
Land
Woman/Wife
House

Verse 10 “famine in the land.” Genesis 26:1 tells us that Isaac will endure a famine in his lifetime, which causes him to move towards the land of the Philistines. The author tells us the last famine was in the days of Abraham, so you’re supposed to see a comparison between the two. Then God will appear to Isaac, and tell him not to go down to Egypt. So, we have God appearing, the patriarch moving, the famine happening, and a promise of blessing and abundance just as we see here in Genesis 12 with Abraham. 

Verse 10 “he went down to Egypt.” Was Abram supposed to go down to Egypt? Did God tell Abram to do this? Or did Abram move out of fear and react to his environment in his own human wisdom without consulting God? Considering what God tells Isaac in this exact situation in Genesis 26, we might be able to conclude that God did not want Abram going down to Egypt but the text doesn’t tell us. This could be a different situation but it seems unlikely. 

Whether or not Abram fell out of the will of God here or not, we have to be very careful that we don’t begin to move out of fear and make decisions out of pure self-preservation. We have to consult God in all things rather than purely reacting to our environment. Prayer is how we discern the right move to make in any given situation. Sometimes what seems to offer us the most safety and protection will actually lead us into more problems that God wanted to spare us from. Fear of lack cannot move us. Fear, at all, cannot be the driving voice of our life. 

Verse 10 “he went down to Egypt.” Of all the places, why did Abram choose to go down to Egypt? What did he know about Egypt? Did he have any history with Egypt or knowledge of that country? Did he just head in a general direction and find himself in Egypt? Throughout the Bible, there will be a repeating theme of people either going down to Egypt or desiring to go to Egypt. We’ll see Joseph go down to Egypt and he’ll be there during another famine that hits the land of Canaan. Then his family will come down to him at Egypt to escape the famine. We already saw Isaac be warned not to go to Egypt during a famine. In exodus and numbers, the people of Israel will experience a kind of hunger and lack that drives them to want to go back to Egypt for the food that’s there. 

In 2 Kings 25, the people of Judah will try and escape from king Nebuchadnezzar and they’ll seek for refuge in Egypt under Pharaoh’s wing. Hosea speaks of how foolish Israel is for running to Egypt in times of terror seeking protection from them. In Matthew 2, toddler Jesus will escape King Herod because his parents bring him to Egypt. So there’s this theme throughout the Bible of running to Egypt, and in every case, except with Jesus, it seems to be a negative thing. Either it’s a decision made out of fear or blatant disobedience to God. But every time, except with Jesus, it’s a lack of trust in God. So, that may likely be what’s happening here with Abram when he goes down to Egypt. Interestingly enough, Abram will have an Egyptian servant whom he acquired somehow, and she and her offspring will become a large part of the story. 

Verse 10 “there was a famine.” Why did God call Abram to a place where there would be a famine? Why did God allow a famine to happen to his chosen covenant partner? We’d expect God to protect Abram and keep him from such bad circumstances but God seemed to lead Abram right into it. Sometimes God will lead His people around the chaos and trouble, and other times He asks us to follow Him right into the valley of the shadow of death. And we need to learn how to discern in each situation what God is actually asking us to do. It won’t always be the same. Being chosen by God doesn’t mean you’re exempt from trouble. It means you have Gods favor and presence in the midst of it.

Verse 11 “he said to Sarai his wife.” Abram is at least 75, and his wife is 10 years younger, but she ain’t super young. So, how beautiful was this woman (who was probably pushing 70), that Abram knew the Egyptians would really want her? What does this reveal about Abram, that he’s scheming up a plan based on his assumption that the Egyptians will want to take his wife? Why is the story highlighting this moment in Abram’s life and the conversation that takes place between him and Sarai? 

Verse 12 “when the Egyptians see you.” What experience did Abram have with Egypt? What did he hear/know about them? What was their reputation? And how did he know that they would react the way that they did to Sarai’s beauty? Was this just a general knowledge of mankind, or did Abram have some history with the Egyptians? We know he has an Egyptian servant named Hagar so maybe that gives us a better idea.

Verse 12 “they will kill me.” We don’t know if the Egyptians would’ve done this or if this was just an irrational fear of Abram. They did take her, so maybe he was right about the fact they would’ve killed him too. Either way, we have to be careful not to let hypothetical scenarios drive our decisions. We have to be extra careful that we don’t make decisions based on irrational fears that are likely to never even happen. Whether assume, instead of consult God, we get into trouble. 

And we don’t see Abram consulting God hear at all or building an alter to bring God into this situation. We see Abram scheming on his own and using his wife as a shield for himself. He knows he can use his wife to preserve his own life and guarantee his own safety. This is a very real temptation for many of us: to use other people as a means to endure our own safety and preserve ourselves, even if it comes at a cost to them. And this is not what God desires of us. He wants us to do trust that He’s got our back that we don’t need to use other people as body shields. 


Verse 13 “say that you’re my sister.” This is true but it’s not the complete truth. Abram is using a half truth to cover his own butt and he’s convincing his wife to participate in his scheme. He knows he can ride the coattail of her beauty to be treated well by the Egyptians. In other words, her favor will be extended to Abram. Abram doesn’t yet trust God the way he will later on, his relationship with God is still very much in its infancy and still developing if he’s making decisions like this. Yet God chooses to work with this man knowing full well the mistakes abram makes. Yet Abram isn’t disqualified. When God chooses us to be His own children, He knows exactly what He’s getting Himself into and where we’ll fail along the way, but He still chooses to graciously work with us and use us anyway. 

Verse 11-20
Man and his wife
The woman being told something
Something attractive to be desired
Motivated by what might happen 
The assurance of death and promise of life 
Egyptians “saw” Sarai like the fruit  
Egyptians “took” Sarai like the fruit 
Consequence for taking what isn’t right
They’re sent away (exiled)
Pharaohs men are like the cherubim ensuring he won’t come back in
Abram plays the role of the serpent 

Verse 15 “the woman was taken.” If Abram knew the kind of people that were in Egypt, why did he go down there and let them take his wife? How was he ok with his wife being taken by another man into his house? 

Verse 16 “he dealt well.” Just like Abram predicted, pharoah dealt well with Abram by preserving his life but not only that, pharaoh gave him lots of stuff. Why would pharaoh give lots of gifts to Abram just for being the brother of this woman? Was this a kind of transaction taking place and payment being made? Or is this like the gifts we see Abraham’s servant being to Rebekah and her brother and mother as a kind gesture? Or is this like a bride price kind of deal?

Verse 17 “the Lord afflicted with plagues.” What did The Lord exactly do to Pharoah and his house? What were these plagues? How long was this going on before Oharoah realized there was a divine hand behind it? What convinced him that there was a God behind this and how did he come to know that Abram was actually her husband? How many plagues took place? 

Verse 18 “what is this you have done.” God said this to the serpent, to Adam, to Cain, and Noah told this to Ham. So, this story fits into the template we see in Genesis 3, which becomes recycled in many other stories. 

Think about how this story foreshadows the exodus narrative. We have the King of Egypt taking a bride that belongs to someone else. We have plagues coming on Egypt, whatever those were. And we have God doing these things on behalf of the wife/bride that was taken. We have someone scheming to use another human for their own pleasure and benefit: Abram schemes this thing like Pharoah does in exodus when he abuses the Israelites. We have Abram and Sarai being sent out strongly by the Pharoah and we have Abram gaining many possessions throughout this event. He comes out with more. 

This is what we see in exodus. The people of Israel are referred to as the covenantal bride of Yahweh, they’re a symbolically a bride in that sense. Pharoah takes a bride that isn’t his. Uses them for his own benefit. Plagues come on Egypt. Pharaoh eventually drives them out forcefully and angrily. The Israelites plunder Egypt leaving with more than when they came. And God brings out His people. Considering Abram’s history with Egypt, and the fact he has an Egyptian servant, it makes a lot of sense why we have Egypt oppressing Israel in exodus, based on their relationship history. 

Verse 20 “with his wife.” Throughout this story, where’s everyone else? Where’s Lot and his wife? Where’s the household of Abram? Why does it only mention the wife and focus on her and Abram? Because we’re getting a picture of who Abram and Sarai are. There’s no record of Sarai disagreeing with Abram’s plan to deceive Pharoah. It doesn’t mean she didn’t but we don’t have that in this story. Abram didn’t consider what God might do to Egypt or what trouble he might cause them for his trickery. He was just concerned with himself. This doesn’t mean Abram only ever cares about himself and only makes mistakes but the first story we’re given about the new covenant partner of God, the patriarch of our faith, is a story of fleeing, not trusting God fully, scheming, using others, and preserving himself. I’m sure he had his wife in mind too but it seems to be all about Abram, and as God works with him, you’ll see Abram change throughout the story and become more of a faithful covenant partner to The Lord God. God works with us where we are, and He is in no rush to change us all at once. He’s patient to progressively develop and sanctify us along the way and even use us with all of the flaws we bring to the table. This is the love and patience of God. 



