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8 Hidden Details You Missed In The Garden of Eden Story | Ep. 6 (Genesis 3:1–7)

You probably know the story known as the fall of man in Genesis 3. Mankind rebels against God, and there are longterm consequences for the entire world. But, why does this story open with a serpent? Why is he said to be “crafty?” What is with the odd description of the forbidden fruit? And, what if the Hebrew indicates this is not even a snake at all? These are the kinds of questions I didn’t know to ask about this story, but In this video, we’re going to ask them.We’re about to walk through 8 amazing insights the Holy Spirit revealed to me over the years in this passage. Lets jump into Genesis 3 and unpack this passage a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We might do things a bit differently here, but we hope you’ll come to see the value in what we do. We’re in Genesis 2.

· Please do like this video and subscribe if this content blesses you.
· Watch rest of this Genesis series to catch up and our additional daily devotional videos
· Check the website for this week’s corresponding bible reading plan + reflection questions 
· And, join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server.

*Read Genesis 3:1-7*

Verse 1 

#1 The Crafty Serpent The chapter opens with a crafty serpent being the subject of the story rather than God being the main subject in both previous chapters. This chapter opens with “the serpent speaking to the woman Compared to the last two chapters when God speaks and is the main subject in the introduction.

If the serpent is a beast of the field, it is interesting that it says “He” rather than “it”

God created this serpent to be craftier than any other land creature and is even given the ability to enter into the garden. The serpent knows what God said somehow as well

There is a comparison between the serpent and the other beasts of the field for some reason. The serpent is not just crafty, but “craftier” which might imply that other beasts of the field had a measure of craftiness. But, we should be asking, “why is this important?”

Did Adam name the serpent?

Here we see the serpent is crafty while they are naked and unashamed. The word for naked in Hebrew is “ArOm” and the word for crafty in Hebrew is “ArOOm”

The story just ended with a woman who was formed from the man and set apart from beasts in the previous chapter. To be for man, and now the serpent is set apart from the other beast in his own way, he is craftier

In Genesis 2:5 we see the bush of the field possibly linked to the beasts of the field here as well. We also see this in Genesis 2:19-20. The reference point is the field. That’s what’s in view

We have to remember, God has made man out of the ground (2:7) trees out of the ground (2:9) and all land creatures, and beasts of the field from the ground. So, everything interacting here has this shared origin in common. Mankind comes from the ground, eats from what comes out of the ground, and is deceived by this beast that has come out of the ground

It is helpful to know of a scholarly, biblical view of the serpent that doesn’t often get talked about. One view says this serpent is a literal snake that satan used or symbolically represents satan. This is the mainstream western evangelical view of the serpent.

The other view (which is not fringe nor outside the realm of biblical scholarship), is that the serpent refers to an actual spiritual being, not a literal snake animal. If Eden is viewed as a crossover between heaven and earth, a kind of cosmic mountain where Heaven invades the earth and God is present with mankind, then it is not unreasonable to suggest that other spiritual beings would be present. Even if you hold to the view this is a literal snake, you still agree that there is a spiritual component to this entity. 

This view says that the Hebrew word for serpent “nachash” has several semantic layers, meaning that this word doesn’t always mean snake in every context. It can refer to a “shining one” or an “enchanter.” And, we’re going to look at why these are reasonable translation options for this word “Na-ch-ash”

First, the word nachash in Hebrew has a nun, a Chet and a sheen. These are the root letters of this word. These are the exact root letters of the word bronze, which in Hebrew is “nechoshet.” So, these words are visually and audibly similar in Hebrew. This is why Goliath is covered in bronze as the world’s champion, he symbolically represents the serpent’s champion (seed) while David is God’s chosen champion (seed of the woman). 

In other words, Goliath covered in bronze, is shining, and glimmering, since this is a characteristic of bronze. And, this is why some read Nachash as referring to a luminous being

We do see several examples of “Nachash” being rendered serpent in Numbers 21:9, Exodus 7:15, and Amos 5:19. In these occurrences, the word refers to a literal, physical snake

But, also, the word “nachash” as a verb means to “divine or to enchant.” We see this rendering in Genesis 44:5, 2 Kings 21:6, and Deuteronomy 18:10. In these passages, the word refers to one who practices divination or enchantment.
So, the word “nachash” can refer to a literal snake, or one who divines or enchants (sorcery), usually involving some secretive, forbidden knowledge or dark magic arts.

And, again, the word “nachash” is related to the word “nechoshet” which means “shining bronze.” We see this in Exodus 27:2, and Numbers 21:9, and weirdly enough in that passage, we see a bronze serpent (a nachash nechoshet)

Now, beyond the Hebrew words, we see in ancient near eastern cultures like Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Egypt, serpents are commonly viewed as divine guardian beings, cosmic throne guardians, and are associated with wisdom, and immortality and depicted as shining, bright or fiery. So, considering how Genesis is a subversive, counter-narrative to the surrounding creation stories of the pagan nations, its easy to consider that a serpent in Eden can easily fit the cage of a spiritual rebel figure, which is what the title Satan (Ha-Satan) refers to is the adversary or the opposer.

In other words, the serpent in Genesis 3, doesn’t HAVE to refer to a snake, that is not our only reasonable translation. It can refer to a shining, luminous being who divines or brings secret, forbidden information and dark arts like sorcery. And, this is more consistent with the description and the nature of this “nachash” in Genesis 3, considering what he’s doing, and how he’s described for us.

#2 A Lying Voice The serpent comes right out the gates either doubting that God really did say that or that she heard wrong or misunderstood. Twice were told that God commanded yet the serpent here just states that God said, almost to downplay the seriousness of His word

So we see her a contrary voice to what God commanded a different perspective of God‘s command. The serpent is either doubting God really said that or that he would say that because it seems so unreasonable. This is making God out to appear unreasonable.

The serpent, here is minimizing God‘s provision to present Eve a scarcity mindset. Sin minimizes God‘s provision to make it seem insufficient as if you need more and you deserve more because you’re entitled to it. And sin distorts God‘s heart.

Technically, there’s no indication of the serpent, asking a question in Hebrew, but he is just stating a fact. It is a statement in Hebrew without any mark of a question

Verse 2 

The woman speaks with the serpent as if this is an average interaction. No evidence of this being out of the ordinary. We should be asking, why she isn’t startled or shocked.

#3 Trees In The Garden The woman should not even be talking to the serpent. She should’ve just cut off the conversation altogether and walked away.

She specifies the trees “in the garden.” But, are there other trees outside the garden? If not, why? And if yes, why Is their provision and food restricted to what is inside the garden?
Genesis 2:9 seems to indicate that God only brought up trees in the garden

Verse 3 

#4 An Extra Rule? The woman has God saying something we don’t have recorded anywhere else in the story.  Either Eve overcomplicate Gods simple instruction by adding another dimension to the command, or this is a command God gave that we don’t have recorded, which is odd. It doesn’t mean He didn’t say this, we just don’t have God saying this

Genesis 2:9-10 tells us two trees were in the midst of the garden, but Eve simply says “the tree in the midst of the garden” without specifying.

She states that God said, but is this secondhand information passed down from Adam or God told her directly and personally

They had to have a concept of death for this warning to mean something for them so what was their concept or knowledge of dying?

Verse 4-5

The serpent doesn’t deny that God said that, but He denies the consequence of death

#5 Accusing God It is though the serpent is saying, God knows what you don’t and he’s using that as leverage to exploit and suppress you. But you can know what he does rather than rely on him for that information and remain in the dark.

The serpent is promising they will become something more than they already are as if God has not already stationed them in a high enough position. The man became a living soul. He has already been exalted from clay to having God‘s breath and being made in his image. The serpent doesn’t want people to be content with their God-given station.

Verse 5 

What really convinces the woman to eat the fruit is the idea she will be like God. That ends up being the final straw for her. That statement influenced/distorted her evaluation of the fruit, enough to lead her to reach for it in disobedience.

Verse 6

Eve seems to think becoming wise is a benefit, or something she’s lacking/needing, but what did Eve think it meant to become wise? What did she even think she was missing out on?

She decided what is good without the proper knowledge of what is truly good. Because God said it is not good in Genesis 2:17. It does say the woman sees that it is good and that word for seeing is the same word for understanding, depending on the context 

If the woman is seeing that the tree is good for food that is a form of her eyes being open by the serpent’s new information

There is a progression to note here. It starts with seeing then touching and then eating. This is the progression of sin.

#6 A Different Perspective The fruit is described as being these three things specifically, which seems to emphasize something about the appeal of sin. This brings us back to Genesis 2:9 and that description

The story pauses to highlight Eve’s evaluation of the fruit after the conversation with the serpent. This new perspective precedes the choice to eat the fruit. There is a clear connection between the serpents conversation and her new perspective which leads her to sin.

It is important to note the parallels between verse 5-6, in that the serpent references eating (mouth) seeing (eyes) and knowing (mind) and then Eve evaluates the fruit through that lens of the serpent: Good for food (mouth) delight to eyes (eyes) and desirable to be wise (mind). We need to recognize these ideas are all connected.

We are not told if any time has transpired between her conversation with the serpent and her decision to eat the fruit. It seems to immediately follow. Adam might have been present the entire time for that conversation, if Eve turns around and gives it to Adam, but if not, then this means some time had to have transpired between their conversation and the act of sin, since Adam is there when Eve eats. Or Eve eats, and some time later gives to her husband

Its important to know that she gave some to her husband, as if the narrative is revealing something about the serpent’s end goal being to get to Adam through Eve.

And it all starts with the woman choosing to look at the forbidden fruit with perverted vision

When it says it was a delight to the eyes, the Hebrew word there refers to longing, craving desire and yearning. She views the tree as causing understanding or success is another translation of that Hebrew word. Speaks of a desired end to achieve.

These are the exact same kind of temptations seen in Matthew 4 with Jesus. Let’s consider the parallels. Adam, Eve and Jesus’ temptations both include what looks, seems, and feels good.
In both stories, there’s:
Something forbidden (a test)
Dependence on God for what is needed
The tempter and lying voice 
Something offered to be eaten (food at the center of the test)
Attacking God’s word and character
Question of identity (if you’re son of God vs. you can be like God)
Temptation to be autonomous and not need God
Satan misquotes God’s word while Eve does the same
One is in Eden (a high mountain) one is in the wilderness taken up to a high mountain
Both involve a dimension of rule, dominion, counterfeit opportunity  to “ascend”
Presence of spiritual beings, with Jesus its angels, with Adam cherubim guard way back

Verse 7

#7 Naked And Ashamed It says the eyes of both of them were opened right after Adam ate. So, were Eve’s eyes opened when she ate, or only once her husband ate?

The serpent told them they would know good and evil, then we’re told that they KNEW they were naked. They don’t become naked, they become self-aware. It is the realization.

Their instinct is to cover up their nakedness. Somehow this newfound knowledge leads  them to instinctually make coverings out of fig leaves. But, how did they even know how to sew fig leaves? When would that have been a necessary skill up to this point?

We’re also told that these were “fig” leaves specifically, which seems like an unnecessary detail. Who cares what kind of tree it came from. 

#8 Covering With Trees Of all the things they could’ve used to cover themselves, they cover themselves with what comes from a tree just like the fruit they ate came from there tree. They cover their reproductive organs (nakedness) with what comes from a tree, when eating from a forbidden tree is what causes this problem in the first place and then they hide behind a tree. 

The emphasis on trees is evident. They’re looking to trees for food, shelter (covering) and clothing, but trees are not the source of safety or security or provision, God is. Mankind is looking to creation instead of God for what they need

We’re not told that they come to no good or evil, but that they come to know they are naked. Which God will affirm later on that the man has become like God in knowing good and evil.

Eating fruit suddenly becomes about exposed sexual organs. That’s a weird outcome 

We’ve seen God making, and now man is making, but it is to cover shame and sin

They use a tree to cover the consequence of eating from a tree

You’ll find the supplementary Bible reading plan for this week on the home page of our website so go grab that free plan for cross-references that will help you understand this passage even more.

· 1 John 2:15-17 three categories of sin
· 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 deceiving of Eve
· James 1:12-18 the progression of sin
· Genesis 2:5-20 earlier creation details
· Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus’ temptation
· Romans 5:12-19 Jesus the New Adam

Conclusion: In the next section of this fall narrative, Adam and Eve hear the sound of God walking in the garden and they hide themselves. Why are they hiding? What do they really hear? And, why does the text mention that God is walking in the “cool of the day?” That’s what we’ll unpack in the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo and I’ll see you in the next video.

5 Group Discussion / Reflection Questions
1. “Not A Snake?” – If *nachash* may refer to a shining or divine being rather than a literal snake, how does that impact your understanding of the fall—and why Eve wasn’t shocked?
2. The Lying Voice & Scarcity – Where do you notice the serpent’s strategy in your own life: minimizing God’s provision and making His commands seem unreasonable?
3. Adding to God’s Word – Why do you think we often add boundaries, rules, or exaggerations to what God actually says (as Eve may have done with “do not touch”)?
4. The Progression of Sin – Which part of the pattern do you most struggle with: seeing, desiring, or taking? How can you interrupt it earlier?
5. Modern Fig Leaves – What are the “fig leaves” you use to cover shame today (achievements, image, relationships, religion, avoidance)?
5 Application Points
1. Test Every Voice Against Scripture – Evaluate messages you hear—internally or externally—by the actual words of God, not assumptions.
2. Reject the Scarcity Narrative – Identify one area where you feel God is holding out on you and confront it with Scripture about His generosity.
3. Remove Extra Rules – Ask the Spirit to show where you’ve added burdens God didn’t command and release them in prayer.
4. Interrupt the Sin Progression – Identify one temptation and deliberately cut it off at the “seeing” stage by removing provoking inputs.
5. Trade Fig Leaves for Christ’s Covering – Bring one area of shame into the light and ask God to cover you with Christ’s righteousness instead of self-made solutions.

