
You have a certain view of yourself. You measure your self-worth by certain metrics. You draw a sense of identity from certain things in this life. Everyone has a perceived identity: who they think they are. Throughout our lives, we latch onto certain things as determining our value and identity. 

And, right now, your view of yourself is a conglomeration of all the different things throughout your life that you’ve given permission to define you and determine your value. 

But, what happens when you live according to a false perception of who you are? What happens when you think you’re something you’re not, or think that you’re value is in something that doesn’t determine your self-worth at all? You end up living a lie, and making decisions that aren’t rooted in reality or truth, and at worst, you end up wasting your life living like someone that you’re not. 

You might think these are hugely exaggerated claims, but you need to understand that every person on the planet is living according to their perceived identity, because who I think I am will determine how I end up living. Lifestyle is rooted in identity.

Why Do They Need To Hear This? If you don’t know who you are, you won’t know how to live. Christians are living in identity crisis most of their lives, because they’ve come to misunderstand 5 specific things about their value and identity.

Main Sermon Question Why is it, that God can call us one thing, but we live like we’re something else? Why is it that we can have this beautiful new identity in Jesus, yet we live like we’re something else? Its because there are 5 things the church fundamentally misunderstands about their identity. You need to get these 5 things right if you want to live the most abundant, satisfying life in Christ.

Jesus is presented in Hebrews as the only-begotten Son or the unique One.

Remember, Jesus being the only-begotten Son involves all of these things:
Resurrection [becoming new resurrected humanity]
High Priesthood service [becoming a High Priest]
Kingship (a throne, a kingdom) [becoming the King]
Sonship & Inheritance (Firstborn language) [becoming the firstborn]
Supremacy (especially of His name) [becoming the supreme name]
Being Glorified, higher than all spiritual beings [becoming glorified]
Conquering of enemies [becoming victorious]

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

Jesus Makes Way For Our New Identity Through Our Faith IN HIM: WE’RE IN HIM

We are in Christ the way that Moses was tucked in the rock who is Jesus in the OT

Ephesians 3:6- This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Galatians 4:4-5 - But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

Hebrews 2:10 - For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering 

God Alone Determines Your Value And Identity. You Are What God Calls You:

No one else, including yourself, gets to determine who you are or how valuable you are. Only your Creator has the authority to decide these things, no one else made you.

Romans 4:17 - as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

1 John 3:1-3 - See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.

Your New Identity and Value Are Unchanging Cuz Its Based On Jesus Alone:

Hebrews 13:8 - See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.

Your New Identity Is Not Based On Your Ability To Obey or Failure to Perform:

You are not your sin. You are not your failures. You are not your successes. You are not your gifting. You are not your achievements. You are not your past. If you are in Christ, you are the righteousness of God, holy, blameless, forgiven, loved, wanted, approved.

Galatians 3:2 - Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?

Galatians 3:25-26 - But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

THE PROCESS OF ADOPTION

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 -  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:23-24 - Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.

Galatians 3:13 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us-for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”

Galatians 4:4-7 - But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Galatians 2:19-20 - For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Romans 7:1-6 - Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

THE PROCESS OF NEW BIRTH AS CHILDREN (HEIRS)

John 3:3 - Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 1:12-13 - But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

1 Peter 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:23 - since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

1 Peter 1:22-23 - Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

Galatians 4:5-7 - to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

John 5:24 - We have passed from death to life

Colossians 1:13 - Transferred from the kingdom of darkness to light

Hebrews 10:10-14 - We are sanctified once and for all

Romans 5:1 We are justified and have peace with God

Romans 5:10 we are reconciled to God and guaranteed to be saved by His life

Romans 7:1-7 we died to the law and it’s legal demands, in order to be set free and belong to a new master 

Romans 8:1 we are completely free from all punishment and condemnation

Romans 8:4 We are made perfect. The righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us

Romans 8:9 we are no longer of the flesh but of the spirit 

Romans 8:16-17 we are children of God and heirs with Christ and filled with the Spirit

Romans 8:30 - the unstoppable process of sanctification is set into motion to guarantee glorification 

Ephesians 1:1 blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ

Ephesians 1:4 chosen, holy and blameless

Ephesians 1:7 forgiveness from all sin according to the unlimited riches of God’s grace

Ephesians 1:11 we have access to the fullness of Christ’s inheritance

Ephesians 1:13 we are filled with the Spirit of God as the temple of God collectively 

Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:22 we are the body of Christ and play a unique role

Ephesians 2:6 we are raised up and seated with Christ in heavenly places

Ephesians 2:13 we are brought near by the blood of Jesus

Ephesians 5:8 we are the light 

Ephesians 5:32 we are one with Christ

Hebrews 9:12 we have an eternal redemption

Hebrews 9:14 we have a clear conscience from all sin and dead works

1 John 1:7 we’re cleansed from all sin

1 John 2:13-14 we’ve overcome the evil one

2 Corinthians 5:21 we are the righteousness of God


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
CHILDREN OF GOD | EPISODE 1 — NEW IDENTITY IN CHRIST

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why does our understanding of who we are have such a powerful effect on how we live?
2. What does it mean that God alone has the authority to determine our identity and value? (1 John 3:1-3)
3. How does being “in Christ” connect us to adoption, inheritance, righteousness, and new life?
4. Why can our identity in Christ remain secure even when our performance changes?
5. How should being born again change the way a Christian thinks about the past, sin, success, failure, and self-worth?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. What have I allowed to define my value besides what God says about me?
2. Which part of my identity in Christ is hardest for me to believe consistently?
3. When I fail, do I begin defining myself by that failure again?
4. Where am I still living according to an old identity rather than my new life in Christ?
5. How would my choices change this week if I truly believed that I am God’s child, loved and secure in Christ?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Let God’s declaration define you more than your feelings, past, achievements, or failures. 1 John 3:1-3
2. Live from your union with Christ rather than trying to create an identity for yourself. Galatians 2:20
3. Receive sonship by faith rather than performance. Galatians 3:25-26
4. Remember that the old life no longer has rightful ownership over you. Romans 7:4-6
5. Practice the new identity God has already given you in Christ. Ephesians 4:22-24

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Colossians 3:1-4 — Your life is hidden with Christ in God, grounding identity in union with Him.
2. Romans 6:4-11 — Union with Christ’s death and resurrection creates a new way to understand who we are and how we live.
3. 2 Corinthians 5:17 — Anyone in Christ is a new creation; the old has passed away and the new has come.
4. Philippians 3:8-9 — Paul refuses to build identity and righteousness on personal achievements.
5. Colossians 2:9-12 — Believers are filled in Christ and united with Him in death and resurrection.

