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The Will Of God And Prayer

Why Do They Need To Hear This? God has the BEST possible plan for your life. He has the fullest, most abundant life for you. And if you aren’t in God’s will or living according to His plan, by definition, you’re experiencing a lesser life. This is why some of your lives are marked by despair, discouragement, confusion, hopelessness, depression, and destruction decisions. But, God has much more for you. The question is, are you content with your life the way it is, or do you want this full, abundant life that God has planned out for you?

The best life here on earth still isn’t as good as our life and experience in Heaven. The best life is knowing God and having friendship with Him according to John 17:3.

John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Psalm 16:11 - You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

The best life experience is found with God. You NEED His will otherwise your life won’t go well at all. What God wants for us is eternal, it is better for you, and it makes you the best person for the rest of the world. So, God has the fullest life for you, but here’s what you need to understand: we won’t experience that abundant life without prayer. 

Why Prayer? God has determined prayer to be the method of causing things. In other words, prayer is the way that we ask God for that abundant life. Prayer is the way that we access and experience the fullest life possible because when we ASK we RECEIVE.

Matthew 7:7 - “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

What is Prayer? It is talking to God with intention and purpose; as His own child, according to His word.

So, we can learn to ask God for the fullest possible life and He’ll give it to us.

But, not many people know how to pray for the will of God. The don’t know what to ask God for. And, even if they know God’s word, there are times when God’s will isn’t OBVIOUS so they get discouraged and anxious because they don’t know what to ask for in that situation.

Main Question: How do we begin to pray for God’s will and experience this abundant life? 

First, you have to understand the gospel, believe it, and trust in Jesus for salvation.

Psalms 37:23 - The steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights in his way

Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

Then, you need to understand THREE things about God’s will, so you can begin to ask God for this abundant life He promises now, which is mainly about life in His Heavenly Kingdom.

Lamentations 3:8. Isaiah 16:12. Jeremiah 7:16, 11:14, 14:11 - Praying uselessly against the will of God, or God telling someone not to pray.

Acts 22:17. Acts 10:30. Acts 9:11. Prayer can lead to visions. 

God’s Will Is Lived Out

1 John 3:22 - and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.

We need to understand how living out God’s will affects our prayers. When we are living God’s will, we’re more likely to pray His will.  Obedience to God affects whether our prayers are answered or not.

1 John 5:14-15 - And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

I’m going to give you three examples of conditions for answered prayers. These are three examples of how obedience (the will of God) affects our prayer life and whether prayers are answered or not.

In John 14-15, Jesus connects answered prayers with three different ideas. God promises that He will answer our prayers if we are already doing these three specific things.

This isn’t manipulating God. Think of this as positioning your life for accurate prayers. By living out God’s ways, you are positioning your heart and mind to be aimed at the will of God in prayer. This is about aligning our lives, our heart, and our mind with God’s will, His heart, His ways and His mind.

When we are doing these three things God desires, we’re more likely to pray what God will answer. We will see our prayers answered, when we pray for what God wills.

Condition #1: Live For His Name And Desire His Glory Most [In Jesus’ Name]

John 14:13-14 - Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Condition #2: Live A Fruitful, Godly Life Of Self-Giving Love For Others

John 15:16 - You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

Condition #3: Continue To Stay Close To Jesus Through Growing Trust And Obedience

John 15:7 -  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you

Abiding + Praying = God Listening. God listens to those who abide in Him, and when you abide in Him you start to ask and receive His will. All of this is abiding in Jesus.

God’s General Will Is Revealed 

God’s Revealed Will (General) vs. God’s Hidden Will (Specific)

Deuteronomy 29:29 - “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.

Ephesians 5:17 - Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Apparently, we can understand the will of the Lord and pray accordingly. This doesn’t mean we always get it right and know exactly what God is doing.

What Is God’s Will? This Is God’s Will

[Your Eternal Salvation] 1 Timothy 2:3-4 -  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

[Your Faithful Endurance] 1 Peter 2:15 - For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.

[Your Daily Transformation] 1 Thessalonians 4:3 - For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality;

[Your Continual Gratitude] 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you

[You Not To Perish] 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

[Your Love For God And Others] Matthew 27:37-40 - Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

[Your Growing Obedience] John 15:12 - “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

[You To Know Jesus Better] John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

[You To Bear The Fruit of The Spirit] John 15:8 - By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

[ You To Make Disciples Of All Nations] Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

This is all possible now, wherever you are, whatever you’re doing and whoever you’re with. This is always what God wants for you everyday. How many of these are you doing?

God’s Specific Will Is Discerned

We discern unclear decisions by applying God’s revealed will that we discovered in His word. God’s revealed will gives us language for what to pray when His specific will isn’t as clear.

When things are unknown, focus on living out and applying what you do know rather than obsessing over what you don’t know. If I’m not willing to do what God has made clear why would He help me in what is unclear?

Ephesians 5:8b-10 - Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord

Romans 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

1 John 4:1 - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.

Remember These Things As You Prayerfully Navigate Life 

#1 God’s Ultimate Purpose Will Triumph Over Our Plans

Proverbs 19:21 - Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

#2 God Works All Things For Good For His Children

Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

#3 God Promises To Make His Will Clear When We Ask

Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.


4.    Conclusion: 

When we seek to know God’s revealed will, we will live His will, pray His will, and discern His specific will when it isn’t clear.

Application: 
Seek God in His word, to know His ways and His will
Apply what you’ve learned and faithfully live out what you know about God’s will
Pick two things from the above list to begin working and implementing each day
Begin praying according to what you know to be God’s will now
Think critically with the mind of God and use discernment before you make decisions




SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
PRAYER SERIES | WEEK 14 — LEARNING TO PRAY GOD'S WILL

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What does revealed vs hidden will look like in a healthy, biblical prayer life? (Deuteronomy 29:29)
2. Why is living God's will important when we pray? (1 John 3:22)
3. How does abiding and fruit reshape the way we approach God? (John 15:7,16)
4. What can keep us from practicing discerning unclear decisions faithfully? (Romans 12:2)
5. How can trusting God's purpose become a regular part of our prayer life? (Romans 8:28)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. How consistently is revealed vs hidden will present in my own prayer life?
2. Where do I most need to grow in living God's will?
3. What would change this week if I practiced abiding and fruit more intentionally?
4. What fear, habit, motive, or distraction keeps me from discerning unclear decisions?
5. What is one concrete step I can take to grow in trusting God's purpose?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Practice revealed vs hidden will. Deuteronomy 29:29
2. Prioritize living God's will. 1 John 3:22
3. Ask God to deepen abiding and fruit. John 15:7,16
4. Remove what hinders discerning unclear decisions. Romans 12:2
5. Build a regular habit of trusting God's purpose. Romans 8:28

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Colossians 1:9-10 — Reinforces the biblical emphasis on revealed vs hidden will.
2. Psalm 143:10 — Adds another perspective on living God's will.
3. Proverbs 16:9 — Shows how abiding and fruit appears elsewhere in Scripture.
4. James 1:5 — Provides practical wisdom for discerning unclear decisions.
5. Ephesians 5:8-10 — Deepens the connection between prayer and trusting God's purpose.

