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Why Abraham Had To Surrender Lot | Genesis 13
Isaac Is NOT The FIRST Family Member Abram Had To Surrender | Genesis 13

In Genesis 13, Abraham leaves Egypt to wander in the promised land. He and his nephew Lot are forced to separate and God shows up to Abram again. This time, God gives new detailed promises about Abram’s future. But, why did God wait until now to share this? Why is the Garden of Eden referenced in this story alongside Egypt? And, what is really going on between Abram and Lot? In this video, we’re going to unpack 13 key observations that will help you see this story a bit differently than you might be used to. Let’s jump into Genesis 12.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 13. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 13*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Summary: The last portion of Chapter 12 was about Sarah and her relationship to Abram, this chapter is about Lot and his relationship to Abram and the next chapter is also going to be about Lot, but it will focus around Abraham’s relationship to the gentile kings and nations.

Verse 1 

1. Leaving Egypt Notice how this next phase of Abraham‘s wanderings starts with him leaving Egypt, similar to what Israel will experience later on in the Exodus

The fact that Lot is called out specifically here, rather than him being assumed within Abraham’s caravan, is odd. He wasn’t mentioned once the last section but we’ve already been told twice he’s with Abraham in Ch. 12 so why bring it up right now and not earlier?

Verse 2 

2. Too Many Possessions Why are we told how rich Abram is? This comes after we’re told Abram and Sarai are sent away from Egypt by pharaoh. Is this telling us how rich Abraham is NOW because of pharaoh giving him stuff? Or is this how rich Abraham just is? 

Where did this silver and gold come from? We aren’t told Pharaoh gave him silver or gold in the last chapter, but only animals, and it came by deceit. 

Abrams riches suddenly become a problem. The word here for Abraham being rich is for Abraham to be honored, glorified, or to be made heavy and dignified, specifically this is enrichment at the hand of pharaoh.

We are not necessarily told that God had added riches to Abram but that doesn’t necessarily indicate that God was not behind it. But it is interesting when the Bible wants to tell us that God has enriched someone, it will say so directly. But in this case, there are no such direct statements, almost as if we are to see this as man exulting Abram in honoring him.

Similar to the difference in Matthew, six between man, adding worldly enrichment to a person or God honoring a person with heavenly riches. I am not stating this as a definite fact, but as something to consider in light of what is about to happen.

Verse 3-4

We aren’t told the famine is over, but that Pharaoh kicked them out. Why does he feel the need to go back to a place where God met him in the beginning? 

We aren’t told why Abraham comes here to worship, and call on the name of the Lord, was it for direction, to express gratitude for Abram’s life being spared, or something else?

Application: This is important for us. We need to periodically check back in with God and make sure He’s establishing our steps. We need to seek His face daily. And, at times, we’ll find ourselves in similar environments and places where God has previously met us because He’s bringing us back there to remind us of what He’s done, who He is and what He’s spoken. 

3. Returning To Worship Abram seems to go back to his roots and revisit the first place. He built an altar to the Lord. In this place of worship will be used again to call upon the name of the Lord. And this is how the story and lineage of Abraham begins… with worship. This is contrasted with the beginning of Nimrod‘s kingdom and the tower of Babel in Genesis 10:10 and Genesis 11:6.

But Abraham goes to a familiar place and what’s interesting as we were not told that Abraham called on the name of God during the famine or before he decided to go to Egypt. So we should be asking why this very clear difference in this portion of Abraham story?

One possible theory is that Abraham did not do it the last time and he learned his lesson this time around to seek the Lord and to consult God before he makes a decision on his own

Verse 5-6 

4. Abundance Is An Issue This is why we were told Abraham was very rich in possessions. Because his abundance becomes a problem when you combine it with Lot’s abundance. The land can’t sustain both of them. 

This doesn’t mean that his abundance wasn’t from God necessarily, but I lean towards the idea that these riches aren’t from God, and they add sorrow vs. the riches God gives to people that don’t add sorrow.

When it says the land could not support them, that means they are not able to succeed or prevail in dwelling together. Something about the land is insufficient and lacking whether that be water or other natural resources or something else. 

Considering how much of the patriarch‘s life revolves around water and digging wells, this is likely an issue of water within the land they currently inhabit. Also, considering in verse 10, how Lot will notice a particular land that is well watered, meaning he seems to be looking primarily for water in the land that he chooses which is very practical 

5. Abram’s Mistake? This is possibly another indication that Abraham wasn’t supposed to bring Lot. God called Abram to a land, yet that land wasn’t enough for them both to live in close proximity. It seems as though, if God wanted Lot to come and be near to Abraham, God would’ve made it enough, but He didn’t, which seems to indicate God is trying to separate them for what God has for Abraham personally. 

In other words, God made it so that they had to separate because God had told Abraham originally to leave his father’s house and all of his relatives in order to become a new family and have a new legacy

This is the first time we see the presence of Lot become an issue. This is not the only time Abraham will encounter an issue because he brought Lot his nephew. This doesn’t definitively mean that Lot wasn’t supposed to be brought along, but this, along with other evidence seems to indicate Lot wasn’t originally supposed to be brought along.

 Verse 6-7

The abundance and greatness of both families causes problems like strife, division and the inability to dwell together in close proximity. This doesn’t mean that the abundance and provision wasn’t from God. Some people believe if it’s from God, it won’t cause any problems for us, but that simply isn’t true. 

Application: When God moves and brings abundance, it can absolutely come with extra difficulty to manage. It can come with more struggles and you might need to move other things in your life that are in the way of what God has brought about. This doesn’t mean that God’s provision will cause strife and division, but the potential for these things does increase with having more. Humans have a tendency of worshipping and idolizing what God provides rather than worshipping God Himself. 

The last time we were told the Canaanites were in the land was in 12:6 which seems to be the reason why Abraham goes to the place at Shechem, the oak of Moreh. But why are we told this random detail now? Is it related to the strife between Abram and Lot’s livestock? 

We are told this odd unrelated detail that the Canaanites are currently living in the land, which seems to be part of the reason there’s an issue between their herdsmen 

Consider that their dispute and strife, if not dealt with, could have ruined their relationship with the Canaanites and even ruined their chances to live as strangers in that land?

Verse 8

6. Giving Preference To Lot Abraham plays the role of mediator and peacemaker. He doesn’t send Lot back home to the land of their fathers. He makes room for Lot to live in the promised land too, and even gives Lot first choice to have whatever land he wants. This is a man who mediates and brings peace between his family and doesn’t want to cause strife. 

Application: Let us be people that make peace when we are able to and as far as we can.

It seems as though Abraham has brought Lot as far as he is able to, and now they’ve hit a wall and he needs to separate from Abram to have his own household and identity

The last time we saw strife between brothers or family and a conversation that followed, was with Cain and Abel and Cain had a conversation with his brother in a field, where he decided to kill his brother to fix the strife he had with him. 

But here there is no strife between these two family members, but between their shepherds. And if it is not addressed, it can slowly become an issue between them, and Abraham doesn’t kill and take to fix the strife, but he gives generously and surrenders himself and preference

Verse 9

If Abraham is the chosen partner God has called, why does Abraham give Lot first choice? Lot’s just along for the ride. He isn’t the main character. Yet, Abraham gives him a higher position. Abraham has decided to go the opposite direction of whatever choice Lot makes. 
He’s leaving it completely up to Lot, to not only decide where he will live but also to partially decide where Abraham will live. Abraham trusts God enough to work out whatever happens with Lot’s decision. Abraham doesn’t have a fear of lack but a trust in God. 

Application: when we trust God, we can live in such a way where we give preference to others, because we know we’re taken care of by God.

 Verse 10 

7. Eden and Egypt? Now, for some reason, the author of Genesis wants to compare the land that lot chooses to both the garden of Eden and Egypt, as if to draw a connection between these three places 

I’d like to suggest that in Eden and in Egypt, we see this same pattern of someone seeing and someone taking and someone trying to preserve their own life by doing what seems good to them. Now, I am not saying that Lot is somehow sinning or failing morally, but rather that this seeing and taking to preserve self is evident. Eve sees the fruit, thinks she can become like God and takes. Pharoah sees Israelites, takes the into slavery for his own selfish purposes and empire and wants to be like god. 

I think the biblical author is essentially saying “hey this story should make you think of Eden and the exodus.” Strife, moving, departure, seeing, taking, great sin, God coming down to comfort with promises for a future, offspring, dust of the earth, worship and sacrifice: all of these components run through each of these three stories.

Also consider Abraham was just kicked out of Egypt, and Adam and Eve were exiled from the tree of life in the garden. And, Egypt will play a significant role later on in Israel’s story, while the rest of God’s story is about bringing humanity back to the garden of Eden. We want to leave Egypt and get back to Eden. But, in between both, is the wilderness.

8. Sodom and Gomorrah The fact that Sodom and Gomorrah are referenced, tells us, that from the perspective of the author, they’ve already been destroyed. This tells us that land won’t always be lush and fruitful, but will become a barren wasteland, just as Egypt will when the plagues come upon it during the time of Moses, and similar to how we see God curse the land in the garden when Adam and Eve sin. The land becomes filled with thorns and thistles. 

We are told about Zoar because that is the city that lot will escape to when God destroys Sodom and Gomorrah later on. 

Something to think about: why is the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah even referenced here? That story is coming. Why jump ahead to tell us what’s going to happen when we’re talking about the land that Lot chooses? Are we supposed to see Lot making a poor choice that seems good on the surface and good in his eyes, and good from a worldly perspective, but God actually saw what it really was? A land full of wickedness and sin. 

9. What Looks Good Could it be that Lot is unknowingly repeating the mistake of Eve: to evaluate from a worldly, human perspective and choose what seems good in his own eyes? In the end, it seems Lot didn’t make a good choice cuz God will have to rescue Lot from there. 

Maybe it was a smart decision to live there but it wasn’t the right one in hindsight.

Again, Lot might not know he’s moving among some of the most wicked sinners of that time but God still has a place for Lot. The question becomes, is this what God wanted for Lot? And, it could be a yes or no. 

God could want to use Lot to minister and be a holy representative to those people or God could’ve wanted Lot to avoid the whole thing. We can say God intends to pull him out, but does that mean Lot had no purpose being there at all? Or just that his role there for that season was coming to an end?

Application: Sometimes, situations only make sense in hindsight. Often we wonder if we were supposed to be there at all. And, while we can’t always say for sure, we can trust that God will bring about His purposes even through our own lack of discernment or failure to know His will

Verse 11

Lot chose what looked and seemed good to him and what would be most beneficial for him. Abraham on the other hand, lets the best choice to go another, lets them choose first and will take whatever is leftover. And, Lot is just the nephew he brought along. Abraham truly seeks for the ultimate good of his nephew here, to preserve that family bond and unity, while Lot takes whatever is best for him. Lot isn’t evil here, but he is human, and Abram let him choose.

Lot is not being selfish. We have to consider they just endured a famine and now he makes a good choice for him and his family because Abraham offered him the best

Lot finds a valley plain just like they did in Genesis 11, but they are indeed different words in Hebrew, but seem to know the same idea of settling. He journeys east, which so far in the story has represented exile or further distance from the garden of Eden ideal

Things will not go particularly well for Lot once he separates from Abraham. It’s almost as if his success and blessing is because of his connection to Abraham and proximity to him.

Verse 12-13

Abraham stays in the land of promise in faith, rather than moving somewhere else. 

Application: Sometimes faith is moving, and other times, it is staying still and trusting God to move you at His pace and at the right time. We need to learn how to discern between the two. 

10. Wicked Cities It’s interesting that they are referred to as great sinners like the tower was great and people wanted to make their name great in Genesis 11 or the wickedness of man was great in Genesis 6 and now we have a kind of combination between the Tower of Babel and flood story with what will take place in Sodom in a few chapters 

The one detail we get before God speaks to Abraham, is that Sodom was a city full of sinners. And later on that will be the detail that prompts God to speak to Abraham again but this time about the people in Sodom and Gomorrah and how He intends to wipe them out.

Verse 14-15

Why does God wait until Lot leaves, to tell Abraham that all of the land he sees in every direction is going to be his? God could’ve told Abraham this sooner, but he waited. Like when God met Jacob on his way to meet Esau, God waited until Jacob was alone. 

Application: Sometimes God waits for us to be alone, to get us a timely message. God knows when and how we need His messages delivered to us, but are we open and receptive to His voice, and are we setting aside times to be alone with Him to even hear His voice?

11. A Comforting Promise God tells Abraham to lift his eyes after Lot had already lifted his eyes to choose what seemed to be the better land. God seems to be reassuring Abraham, that He has something good in store for him, even though the “best land” was taken by Lot.

It seems as though God is comforting and encouraging Abraham that he did the right thing by letting Lot go and choose first, even though it seemed to leave Abram with the leftovers.

Application: This is true in our own life. We fear that we missed out by giving preference to someone else, or sacrificing ourselves for another’s good, but God will meet us in those times and reassure us that He has good things in store for us, and there is enough for everyone. Someone else’s gain doesn’t have to mean my loss. If we learn to trust God and rest in His will, we won’t need to hold on so tightly to what we have, but we’ll be able to give freely.

This reminds me of when Satan tempts Jesus in the wilderness and shows him all the kingdoms of the world and says I’ll give you this if you bow to me. Yet Jesus knows He rightfully already owns all creation but as the perfect, resurrected human, He’s going to acquire those kingdoms on behalf of His people through his death, resurrection.

Satan wants to shortcut and give Jesus what God has already promised to give His Son through His obedience. Abraham here is promised the land not by effort or reward but simply by grace. Anything good worth having, is given by God. All good things come from the Father of lights, don’t fall for the enemy’s schemes and settle for less than what God has.

For some reason, God came to Abraham once lot had separated. This doesn’t mean that lot had to leave before God appeared to Abraham, but that happens to be the order of events.

Now God tells Abraham what to do he says to look. This is an imperative statement meaning it is something for Abraham to do because God told him to. it is his job right now. Not to look at what he gave up but on what God has promised.

It’s funny Abraham gives the best of the land to his nephew and God gives to Abraham just like in Genesis 22 when Abraham will give his son or be willing to, and God will respond with what he intends to give to Abraham and his descendants

Verse 16 

I understand why God promises Abraham land, because Lot just went and chose his own region to inhabit. So this story is all about land. But, why does God mention that Abraham will have many descendants? That seems like an unnecessary promise to give in this setting. It seems irrelevant. The tension in the story involves land, not descendants. 

Application: This reminds us God knows what people need to hear and when they need to hear it. It might seem random and irrelevant, but if God speaks, even if its unrelated to our current circumstances, we can trust His word is timely and exactly what we need.

12. Future Descendants For some reason, God gives more details now of his promises to Abraham. Abraham has been given general promises of his future, but now he’s given details of quantity when it comes to his descendants. And for some reason, God chooses this moment to tell Abram just how many descendants he will have, and it relates to the land that Abram is currently looking at. It is as though God is saying, I will fill this land with your seed.

God makes a specific point of comparison between the dust of the Earth and Abraham‘s future descendants. It is the fact that both are enumerable and incalculable. You cannot count them. But is that the only point of connection between these two? Why is his seed compared to dust? Is that because this is all Abraham currently sees is the dust of the ground as far as his eyes can see? We see God say this later on to Isaac in Genesis 28:14. Often seed is compared to stars like in Genesis 15, 22, 26. But also Abraham seed is compared to dust. Namely, what is on the Earth versus what is above in the heavens

God promises that he will make Abrams offspring this large. The word for make is the same word used in Genesis 2:8 for God putting Adam in Eden to establish or to set or arrange Adam there.

13. Descendants Like Dust? It is interesting, when you consider dust in the Eden story and the exodus story. man is made from The dust in Eden, Israel has multiplied and become like dust in Exodus and God turns the dust of the earth into these plaguing gnats that swarm and disrupt the everyday life of the Egyptians. To Pharoah, Israel is dust to be trampled on, God lifts them up so they are a plague to Egypt, then God intends to exalt them as His own special people to tread down the Egyptians under their feet 

Now let’s pause and think, why in this situation does God choose to mention the number of Abraham’s descendants? It would make sense to only speak to the land because Lot just chose the best so God would comfort Abraham about the land, but it wouldn’t matter if the land was for him or not, if he didn’t have descendants to inherit it, so necessarily the promise of land must involve a promise about descendants to fill it and inherit it.

57:17 14. Acquiring Kids By Lot? Did Abe possibly bring Lot because he supposed that God might give him descendants through his nephew Lot, would be a kind of surrogate for him? Was Lot the one that Abraham supposed might continue his family name? The reason I say this, is because we’ve been told several times Abraham specifically brought Lot with him. When God said to leave his family and father’s house and land. Now Lot has left. And God seems to reassure Abraham once again, that Abraham will certainly have descendants after Lot leaves.

This kind of comforting promise only makes sense in the context of disappointment, doubt, or a kind of sacrifice. It makes the most sense that God reassured Abraham because Abraham just surrendered what he supposed was the vehicle of God’s promise. Abraham let Lot leave. 

Then he’ll rescue Lot later on and have to let him go again, and God will immediately comfort Abram with the same promise of descendants. Abraham chose to do what was right but at a cost to himself. It was a kind of sacrifice to not bring Lot with him anymore. Possibly, by letting him go, Abraham was ruining any chance to have descendants through Lot. 

Abraham will have to make another similar sacrifice by letting Ishmael go, and then Isaac in Genesis 22. 

Application: Throughout our lives, we’ll have to let go of what we once found hope and security in, to truly rely on God and what He has for us. Following God often involves difficult sacrifice periodically. He’s worth it.

So, did Abraham possibly bring Lot just in case God wanted to use Lot as the vehicle to realize the promises of God for Abraham? Maybe. I tend to think so. But, I am not certain.

Verse 17

After Abraham is told to look at the land, now he’s told to take action and walk through it.

First God references dust as an object lesson and then he tells Abram to get up, and both of those ideas are in Adam’s creation story in Genesis 2. Adam is made from the dust then he is exalted and placed in the garden of Eden, as God uniquely chose him, and Adam is told to work the land. In that sense, Adam gets up from the dust and then God place him in an exalted status and location.

1:01:56 15. Moving Towards God’s Promise This is an additional command to lift up the eyes and to walk. 

This is a kind of new creation being set into motion with Abraham and his family. He’s called out of the dust like Adam in a sense, except the dust represents his old way of life and his old family lineage and name, and then he’s called up to be more than dust, even though he is still going to be compared to the dust along with his descendants in the fact that they cannot be counted. And they are of the dust ,as flesh bags.

There will be many other moments throughout the Bible, where someone is called to get up and to walk in new life that God is calling them into with the vision He’s given them. 

A few verses to consider would be act 3:6, Matthew 9:5, and John 5:8 and even consider the apostle Paul’s conversion story.

Remember, all of this is God‘s response to Lot leaving Abram and Lot picking what seems to have been the best choice of land. And I’d like to suggest that this was a double sacrifice of sorts for Abram to not only give Lot the best of the land in faith that God had Abram taken care of, but also Abram was giving up any possibility of a lot being a surrogate father for Abraham and his future family. 

I suspect that Hagar later on is not the only one that Abraham viewed as his means to secure seed for himself, but I think he even saw Lot as being a possible means by which God would bring seed for Abraham because he and his wife were too old. 

Verse 18

The last portion of Chapter 12 was about Sarah and her relationship to Abram, this chapter is about Lot and his relationship to Abram, and the next chapter will be about the kings and nations and their relationship to Abram 

The story ends with Abraham moving to the Oaks of mamre and in the next section Abraham will have to rescue his nephew from a bunch of kings and then he will have to let his nephew go again and God will respond the same way as he did in this chapter with a promise of seed. 

And we will get to that when we get to that, but it becomes a repeat moment of this one or Abraham let’s go of his nephew as a possible means to securing seed for himself, and God responds by saying don’t worry I will give you descendants. 

Verse 14-17 Notice that God is the One giving the land, giving Him descendants, giving them success and fruitfulness to expand and multiply. Abraham is slowly realizing that he is not going to accomplish what God has promised him. Abraham is realizing he cannot plan or scheme his way into the promises of God being realized for him. 

God is giving Abraham what He’s promised. It’s not coming by way of scheming or working, it’s coming by way of promise. God will do it. This is not about what Abraham can do but about what God can do. It’s not about what Abraham can give but about what God gives. It’s not about what Abraham can produce but what God can accomplish. 

Application: Abraham’s job is to see and believe, which is the gospel. We see what God promises to give, we see what He’s already provided in His Son and we take Him at His word and receive.


How does this point to Jesus?

Abraham gives preference to Lot; Jesus lays aside His rights for the good of others.
Lot chooses by sight; Jesus chooses obedience over visible earthly gain.
Abraham is a peacemaker; Jesus is the ultimate Prince of Peace laying down his life for many
God reassures Abraham after sacrifice; the Father vindicates Jesus after obedience and suffering.
Abraham receives the promised inheritance by faith; Jesus inherits all things and shares them with His people. Jesus is the realization of these promises given to Abraham
There is no fulfillment of these promises, no substance or reality to them without Jesus

Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis, Lot is taken captive by some pagan kings, and Abram will have to take up his sword to rescue his nephew. But, we’ll save that for the next video. And, this is not just some random story of war in the ancient world. There is a deeper message underneath this. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.


Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Genesis 12:1–4 — God's original call to leave family and begin a new covenant lineage.
Genesis 19:1–29 — Lot's choice of Sodom in Genesis 13 leads directly to Genesis 19.
Hebrews 11:8–10 — Abraham lives by faith in the land of promise while seeking God's city.
Matthew 5:9 — Abraham acts as a peacemaker and preserves unity.
Luke 4:5–8 — Jesus refuses immediate worldly gain and trusts the Father's promise.

5 Reflection Questions

Is there anything in your life that you may be holding onto instead of fully trusting God's promises?
Have you ever given preference to someone else and later wondered if you missed out on something better?
When God seems silent, do you continue to worship and seek Him like Abram did at the altar?
Are your decisions driven more by what looks good on the surface, like Lot's choice, or by trust in God's promises?
What relationship, plan, or source of security might God be asking you to surrender so you can depend more fully on Him?

