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In Genesis 9, Noah and his family have come out of the ark into a brand new world. Noah makes a sacrifice, and God responds with a promise. But, have you ever wondered why this story sounds weirdly similar to the Garden of Eden story? Here’s one example: there’s another forbidden tree in this story just like there was in the Garden of Eden. And, many people completely miss it. But, to see the deeper truth here, we need to make 6 key observations along the way. That’s why in this video, we’re going to explore Genesis 9 and highlight these 6 core ideas that will help you see this story with a fresh set of eyes. Let’s jump into Genesis 9 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.
Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 9. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 9:1-7*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Verse 1

1. Fill The Earth And Multiply God wants the Earth filled, just NOT with evil and death like we saw in Genesis 6:15. This is the original command to humanity in the garden as we already saw God say to Noah in 8:17

God tells Noah be fruitful and multiply which is the original instruction given to humanity in Genesis 1-2. And by Chapter 6-7 mankind has been fruitful and multiplied but it hasn’t been for good. Now God is redeeming that and commissioning Noah and his sons to do it differently, according to the original intention seen in Genesis 1-2. 

Why does Noah and his sons receive this blessing and instruction but the text doesn’t say anything about God speaking to the women? Was this supposed to be passed onto them by the heads of each family (the men)? 
God blesses Noah after deciding in His heart to make a covenant with Noah and the creation. Is this blessing separate from the covenant or part of this Noahic covenant? 

Multiply God's image: Christians are called to spread God's character and truth in the world.

Verse 1-2

2. Rule The Animals These two verses parallel Genesis 1:28 where God makes man in his image which involves ruling and having dominion over all living creatures on the Earth. Here there is this added description of fear and dread being on the animals, which was not present in Genesis one or two originally

We are going to see other parallels to the original creation story throughout this chapter

What it means for animals to be given into their hands is that they are given for food. This is connected to God‘s blessing upon them to be fruitful and multiply. They are going to fill the Earth because God has given them that potential and he sustains them with food to be able to do that.

God delivers the animals into Noah’s hands similar to how the animals came to Noah to come into the ark. 

We have not seen the idea of animals being in dread of humans but we have seen God telling Adam and Eve to have dominion over the animals and subdue and rule them. Do these ideas play off each other?

What does it mean for the animals to be in dread and in fear of Noah and his family? Is this part of them being delivered into their hands for food?

God says they’ll be in fear if Noah but why is this happening now? Is this something new that God hasn’t done yet? Is this a modified version of the original relationship between mankind and animals in the garden? How was Noah’s relationship with the animals on the ark different than his relationship to the animals now? 

Was this a temporary circumstance God put in place for a season so humanity could multiply without wild animals just killing them?

We see examples of something being given or delivered into the hands in Genesis 14:20 or Exodus 23:31 or numbers 21:34

Steward creation responsibly: Humanity is given authority over animals but must exercise that authority responsibly.

Verse 3

We see a parallel here with Genesis 1:29

3. Changing Their Diet? God is the one who delivers things into the hands of mankind. This is a theme all throughout the Bible. God will tell king Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel that He gives the kingdom of mankind to whomever He pleases. God will tell Pharoah “this is why I’ve raised you up to show my glory to the nations.” 

Jesus will tell Pilate you would have no authority unless it was given to you from above. So the idea of God giving authority and rule to whomever He pleases will be a theme and it culminates in Jesus being given all authority and dominion not just over the animals but all creation, whether in the physical or spiritual realm.

This is the first time we see this word translated “delivered.” And it has to do with animals being put under Noah and his family for food which is why they have dread and fear of Noah. Why is the relationship changing between mankind and animals? Are we supposed to see Noah’s sacrifice as partially causing this change? Or would God have done this either way?

In this new world, what is emphasized so far, is mankind’s relationship to the animal kingdom. In Genesis 3, the serpent wants to usurp humanity’s authority and bring them under his own rule, and here, God re-states the original intention for mankind is to rule over the animal kingdom. 

Think about how many times mankind AND the animals were referenced in Genesis 6-8. Whether it’s God destroying man and animals. Or God being sorry he made mankind and the animals. Or mankind and animals being cursed. Or God preserving Noah and his family with the animals. There has been quite a focus on mankind plus the animal kingdom. 

This is God expanding their diet. Originally in Genesis 2, God gave them and the animals plants for food but now God gives them permission to eat all animals? Does this include unclean animals? Because God never gives that condition unless its an unspoken rule. 

He doesn’t give explicit parameters. He says every moving thing is for food now. He says He gives them everything. Would it be right to assume they knew unclean animals weren’t part of that? And if so, why doesn’t the text record God excluding unclean animals? And why is God expanding their diet now beyond what was originally given? What has changed? Does this mean that animals were not originally meant to be eaten and now God has made an exception? Was it considered wrong before God approved it here?

If we remember, the fruit trees were given into the hands of people back in Genesis 2 for food. Here we see God giving everything to humanity as food, delivering it into their hands.

But we are going to see that there is one thing forbidden in verse four and that is the life or the blood of another human and the blood of animals

Here we have another Genesis two and three set up where something is forbidden or off-limits, which presents a test that someone is going to inevitably fail

Verse 4

We see a parallel here with Genesis 2:17. 

4. The Forbidden Fruit God says not to eat the flesh with its lifeblood. What does this reveal about God’s authority over animals as creator vs mankind’s limited, God-given authority over animals?

Is this information that Noah had before he sacrificed animals to God in the last part of the previous chapter? That the lifeblood of the animal was off limits? Why doesn’t God give this information before Noah makes the sacrifice? Was this something Noah just knew?

Why this sudden concern for blood and life? Does this connect to the violence and bloodshed on the earth before the flood came?

The flesh contains its blood, which is the life of the animal. The life is wrapped up in the blood. And in chapter 6-7 God made it clear that bloodshed and violence was filling the land. And it started all the way back in Genesis 4 with Cain. And that blood shed increased and filled the land exponentially through mankind’s multiplication. So, now God gives parameters for how to enjoy the food He’s provided just as we see God gives clear commands in Genesis 2 to Adam and Eve about how they were to enjoy what he had provided. 

In Genesis 3 it was the fruit from the tree of knowledge that was off limits. In Genesis 4, the forbidden fruit for Cain was his brothers life. In Genesis 6, the forbidden fruit for the sons of God were the daughters of man. And now here, Noah’s version of the forbidden fruit is the lifeblood of Gods creatures. It’s off limits because it rightfully belongs to God as the source of that life. 

We see this clearly God’s statement in verse 3 “I give you everything” and in verse 4 He says “But you shall not” which is a link back to Genesis 2:16 almost exact same language, “you can eat from every tree BUT from the tree of knowledge you cannot eat.” And later in Exodus and Leviticus, we’ll see God make statements about the preciousness of the blood in the context of the sacrificial system. In fact, a common image for blood in the Bible is wine. 

Respect life as sacred: The command about blood reminds us that life ultimately belongs to God.

Verse 5

We see a parallel here with Genesis 4:15. 

5. Reckoning For Blood God states that He will demand a reckoning from any person or animal that sheds the lifeblood of mankind. But God doesn’t say He’ll demand a reckoning for the lifeblood of animals. Why is that? It seems as though God is opposed to mankind consuming any blood at all, animal or fellow man, but God is opposed to mankind’s blood being shed, not animal blood being shed. There’s a clear different between mankind and the animal kingdom.

This reckoning brings us back to Genesis 4 when Cain killed Abel. God said vengeance would be taken on any man who killed Cain, and then Lamech amplified that himself. Is this the same kind of idea here? Is the reckoning for mankind’s blood similar to the vengeance that would be taken on anyone who took Cain’s life? Or is this a bit different? 

Why is God making this statement RIGHT NOW about how He’s strongly opposed to mankind’s blood being shed? What does this have to do with the sacrifices Noah just made and the covenant God is about to make with Noah and creation? 

Why wait til now to make this clear statement about the shedding of blood being forbidden? 

Life is precious and sacred because man is made in the image of God. Life is sacred and valuable and precious to God. This is what makes the flood all the more tragic

There is a reckoning which ends up being the life of the murderer similar to Cain in Genesis 4

God watches over all life and seeks the life of man from the hands of the murderer. They don’t have the right to possess that blood by their own hands as if to be the creator and originator of it so God takes what is rightfully his by demanding the life of the one who shed the blood.

It literally reads in the Hebrew: shedding the blood of man, by man, his blood will be shed

Value human life: Every person bears God's image, so violence against people is an offense against God.


Verse 6

We see a parallel here with Genesis 4:24. 

6. The Death Penalty There’s this refreshing reminder that man is made in Gods image which is something clearly stated in the beginning. This statement about mankind links us back to the creation story where we see Gods original purpose for humanity. They were to be image bearers that are fruitful, rule the earth and fill the world with more image bearers. 

This is to be seen as a fresh start with Noah and his family as if to be a new kind of creation story with Noah instead of Adam. God has selected another human to start over with, and instead of God telling Adam not to eat from the forbidden tree, we see God make a statement about not taking life made in His image. 

This is to set humanity on a higher level than all of the other earth creatures, which means their value and significance is great in the eyes of God, and it’s based on them being image bearers. This is why there are such severe consequences for taking the life of someone made in God’s image. The result is death, just as the result for Adam and Eve’s disobedience was death. 

Verse 7

We see a parallel here with Genesis 1:28. 

Right after God warns about taking life, He instructs mankind to be fruitful and multiply. This warning against TAKING life is directly juxtaposed to God’s instruction for humanity to MAKE life and fill the earth with more image bearers of God. To take human life, is to not only an affront to God, but it’s fighting against the plan of God, and the purpose for humanity, which is to be fruitful and multiply. 

God has decided the worth, dignity and value of each person on the planet as being equally cherished and valuable and loved in His sight. So the value of each person is based on God’s very own existence, because they’re made in His image. 

To take life God has made, is to decide the value and worth of that person. It’s to say they have no value and no worth as a creature, and because you’ve decided their existence means nothing and amounts to nothing, you’ve decided to end their existence and offend the very God who made them special and uniquely in His image

This statement about increasing greatly links us back to Genesis 6:5 when God saw that the wickedness of mankind was great in the earth, and now He wants humanity to do the opposite of that. God wants people to increase HIS IMAGE greatly in the earth. 

Instead of violence, bloodshed, hatred, and rebellion, they are to fill the earth with Gods ways and Gods name. 

Promote life instead of destruction: God calls humanity to create and nurture life rather than take it.

How does this point to Jesus?

The image of God is related to the blood of mankind, which is the life of man. This brings us to Jesus, who will come into the world as THE image of God and shed HIS blood as one of us, to restore humanity back to the original image before sin, which is to be made in the image of Jesus, the perfect, righteous, Son of God

Jesus is the perfect image of God (Colossians 1:15), fulfilling the purpose humanity failed to live out after Genesis.

The command not to consume blood highlights the sacredness of life, which prepares the way for the significance of Jesus shedding His blood for humanity.

The prohibition of violence against humans points forward to Jesus' teaching about loving enemies and valuing every person.

Jesus possesses all authority over creation (Matthew 28:18), fulfilling the dominion originally given to humanity.

Through the blood of Jesus, humanity is restored and renewed into the image of God (Romans 8:29).

Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Genesis 1:26–28 — Humanity created in God's image and given dominion over the earth.
Genesis 2:16–17 — The original forbidden tree showing God's authority to set boundaries.
Leviticus 17:10–11 — The life of the flesh is in the blood, and the blood belongs to God.
Matthew 5:21–22 — Jesus deepens the command against murder to include anger and hatred.
Revelation 5:9 — Jesus redeems people from every nation through His blood.

Conclusion: In the next section, things get real weird. Noah pants a vineyard and ends up getting black out drunk. While he’s out of his mind, his youngest son sneaks in and seems to do something that deserves a curse. And, there are many theories about what he’s really doing to his father, but we’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

Small Group Reflection Questions

1. God restates the command to 'be fruitful and multiply.' What does it look like today for believers to fill the earth with God's image and character rather than the violence seen before the flood?
2. In Genesis 9 God allows humanity to eat animals but forbids consuming blood. What does this command teach us about God's view of life and who ultimately owns life?
3. The passage shows that human life has unique value because people are made in God's image. How should this truth shape the way we view other people—even those we disagree with?
4. The flood story shows what happens when violence fills the earth. Where do you see violence, hatred, or devaluing of life in our culture today, and how can Christians respond differently?
5. God places boundaries around what humanity can do with life and blood. Why do you think God places limits on human authority, and how do those limits protect us?



