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The Truth About Abram and Melchizedek: The Bible’s Most Mysterious King | Genesis 14:17-24

In Genesis 14, a mysterious priest King comes out to meet Abram after a great victory over some pagan kings. And, everyone wants to know who is this Melchizedek? People have all kinds of theories, but maybe that’s not the main focus here. I’d like to suggest, that his exact identity, is not as important as the deeper message underneath this encounter. There is a deep and rich message underneath this that I can’t wait to show you, but we need to unpack 12 key observations to see it. In this video, we’re going to unpack 12 keys to this passage. Let’s jump into Genesis 14 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 14. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 14*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Summary: The northern kings of the ancient world are at war with the southern kingdoms. Abram’s nephew Lot gets caught in the cross fire as he’s living in Sodom, and Abram is called to rescue him. After winning the battle, a mysterious king priest comes out of Salem to bless Abram, and Abram gives him a tenth of everything. 

Verse 17

3:13 1. The King of Sodom Why is the King of Sodom the only one that’s listed as coming out to Abram?

There were four other kings so it’s interesting that they do not come to Abraham, but are rather represented by the king of Sodom, who might be the main representative of those nations as a kind of chief had. Or since the story is focused around Sodom and Gomorrah and Abram’s nephew. It makes sense that it’s focusing on the king of that city.

4:00 2. The King’s Valley Pinpointing exactly where Abraham is will be necessary to understand this passage properly. He is at a place known as the kings Valley. He started near Sodom and Gomorrah and pushed the kings north towards the region that Jerusalem is in, and then the war story ends, not back at Sodom and Gomorrah, but fairly close to Jerusalem.

We know this for a couple of reasons. In 2 Samuel 18 David’s Son Absalom erects a monument to himself not too far outside the city of Jerusalem in the Kings Valley, which is traditionally located in the Kidron Valley and reason # 2, Josephus says it was about a quarter of a mile from Jerusalem.

Salem here is the city that will later become renamed as Jerusalem. 

Instead of meeting with a priest king of God near Sodom (a place of death and wickedness) the meeting occurs near Salem (meaning peace).

This means the King of Sodom is the one who travels north to collect the plunder and speak with Abram, and it’s nearly right outside the city of this mysterious King Priest of God.

6:58 3. Two Different Kings So, we’ll have two kings contrasted. The King of Sodom rules over a wicked city, rebelled against his national head, interested in taking his people back, represents a temptation/test of worldly wealth/riches for Abram whether he was intentionally doing it or not.

Then we have Melchizedek, whose name means my king of righteousness. Or my king is righteous. And this king gives, blessed, brings a priestly meal to Abram after a battle, rules over a city meaning peace, similar to the angels feeding Jesus and tending to Him after his temptation in the wilderness, and he represents Gods blessing upon Abram. Again, there seems to be a contrast between acquiring wealth and greatness God’s way or man’s way, which seems to be the continuing temptation to Abram. 

This is why I view the situation with Pharoah as a test Abram failed and a wrong way to acquire wealth that didn’t have Gods blessing. 

Verse 18 

This verse makes it seem as though Melchizedek and the king of Sodom come together but it seems more likely that they are each coming out to Abraham in their own way. One king will demand something, and the other king will give and bless Abram freely on behalf of God. There is almost this image of the kings coming out and streaming towards God‘s chosen partner, which will eventually be Jesus, where some nations are coming and bowing down and some seem to be approaching in a kind of pride and entitlement.

11:38 4. The Bread and Wine Melchizadek is said to BRING bread and wine to Abram. Why bread and wine? And why do we care that he’s bringing that from Jerusalem (place of peace) to bless Abram? Now, think about what bread and wine symbolize throughout the scripture. We have bread and wine for communion or the Lords supper. We have flour and wine used for sacrificial offerings at the altar of God. And both of those images involve a priestly figure.

Now, Melchizadek is a priest and King who happens to bring bread and wine to Gods chosen partner Abram (the covenant holder). Hebrews will tell us that Melchizadek is the greater figure in this scenario who happens to bless the inferior figure which is Abraham. In terms of greatness, Melchizadek is superior to Abram. 

Blessing is flowing out of Jerusalem through this mysterious priest king figure, and the blessing comes upon Abram who happens to be the man God intends to use as a vehicle to bless the nations. The man that blessing is going to come through, ends up receiving blessing from what pours out of Jerusalem. This I believe is a rough image of what Jesus tells the disciples that they need to wait to receive the promised Spirit then they’ll bring the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth. But it starts in Jerusalem and the blessing pours Out of these into the nations through this priest king prophet figure Jesus. 

14:53 5. Mysterious Figures Think about how mysterious of a figure Abram must’ve appeared as to the 9 kings that were at war. He’s a random 80 year old Hebrew foreigner living under some oaks that comes out of nowhere to defeat 4 kings, with their armies, and then heads back to his little fortress at the oaks of Mamre. He must’ve seemed like a really odd, mysterious figure to those kings. Now we have Melchizadek, a priestly king that comes out of nowhere, who blesses this mysterious Abram figure. And both Abram and Melchizadek have no real interest in this war except for Lot, and as quickly and mysteriously as they appear, they disappear. 

I have so many questions about Melchizadek. What did it mean that Melchizadek was priest of God Most High? What did that look like? What responsibilities did that involve? Think about the responsibilities of the High Priest and the levitical priests in Israel. How much of that was known to Melchizadek? How long had he been a priest? And, why does he feel the need to leave his city to bless Abram? How did he even hear about Abram? 

How and why is God clearly working in that pagan city and having a King that functions as a priest to Him? How long had that role been going on? How long had God been working in that way with that city and people? 

Verse 19 

17:40 6. A Divine Blessing Why did Abram need Melchizadek’s blessing if he already had God’s promise of blessing? Did God send Melchizadek to send Abraham? If so, why did God do this, if God had already promised Abram blessing? Wasn’t Gods blessing distinct from this event? Was Melchizadek part of the way that God would bring blessing upon Abram? 

If Melchizadek is a vehicle of God’s blessing to Abram, why did God not extend blessing to Abram without Melchizadek? What is the purpose in involving a mysterious priest king in blessing this chosen covenant partner? What does it say about Abram when this king blesses him in front of all these people? Why make such a public spectacle of this right now right after Abram defeated the kings?

Think about why this blessing comes right after Abram’s defeat of those four kings. Is Melchizedek just stating a fact that Abram is blessed as evidenced in Abram’s victory? Is the blessing JUST about the victory? Or is this another level of blessing that’s related to the victory, but beyond the victory itself? Was this blessing dependent on this victory or was it independent of this event? There’s another event where Abram’s faithfulness results in blessing and it’s in Genesis 22 when God tells Abram “because you’ve not withheld your only son, I will bless you.” Could these two events be connected?  

Notice that Melchizedek blesses Abram BY God Most High. He is not blessing Abram in his own authority or by his own inherent, personal power and status. He invokes the name and character and reputation of God within this blessing over Abram. But, then he turns around and blesses God for blessing Abram with such a victory. So, notice that God being blessed and glorified is intricately connected to his people being blessed. There’s a sense in which Abram is blessed with a victory from God, and through that victory, God is glorified by Abram being blessed.

20:00 7. Possessor of Heaven and Earth But, notice the language of this blessing. Melchizedek chooses to use a specific title for God within this blessing which tells us what this story is trying to communicate about God. He is the possessor of Heaven and Earth. And, what is Abram about to do? He’s about to surrender the spoil from war and give it to the King of Sodom. And, he won’t take a single thing from any King as if to be in debt to anyone. Abram is indebted to God alone, because God is the One who has given Abram anything worth having. 

And, so far in the story, what has God given Abram? Promises for his future and victory over some kings. You could technically say material blessing and abundant wealth but I don’t think the narrative is stating that God has directly given these things to Abram as a blessing quite yet. These are things Abram seems to have acquired in places like Ur, Haran and Egypt, which doesn’t mean God wasn’t over that, but that seems to be distinct from what God gives through promise and by His own personal hand.

Abram is about to let several things go. He’s letting go opportunity to become more rich, he’s letting go of material stuff, he’s letting go of connections with these southern kings, and I think what is most important is that he’s giving up Lot once again. 

I’ve stated in several videos already how I believe the narrative is telling us that Abram took Lot as a kind of way to secure God’s promises and future. I believe Abram viewed Lot as his progenitor and the one who would continue his lineage and the means by which God would give Abram and Sarah a son and a future because Abram and Sarah were old and Sarah was barren. He already gave up Lot in the last chapter, and now he’s doing it again to essentially allow himself to trust fall into the hands and promises of God alone with no backup plans and no scheming of his own. At least for now, until we get to Hagar.

So, for Melchizedek to say God is the possessor of Heaven and Earth isn’t just to put God in His rightful place above all earthly kings and rulers, but to also put all divine ability and sovereign power in the hands of God to do as He pleases since He’s the One who possesses everything. He can bring about a son for Abram however he pleases, especially after Abram has seen God give him an impossible victory. It speaks to God’s ability to do whatever He chooses since He owns the entire cosmos.

So we have a mysterious priest king who comes out to bestow the blessing of God on Abram, which I think is contrasting a later image with the mysterious profit who hears from God and speaks in the name of God in the book of numbers and his name is Balam and he lives in Moab and is called to extend a curse upon the descendants of Abraham, but God says no they are blessed

This reminder that God is the owner of heaven and earth is key to this whole story because he has promised that he will give this land to Abram and his descendants, and this priest king is affirming God’s ability and promise here

This will become key later on when Jesus extends the blessing to his disciples at the great commission when he says all authority in heaven, and on earth has been given to me. This is about God, eventually handing over the nations to his son in his way, and in his timing as Jesus trusts in the father and his methods by resisting the temper in the wilderness, who tests him with the nations. That seems to be happening on a smaller scale here when Abram will say that he is resisting the king of Sodom and his offer of the wealth of the Gentiles because he promised God he wouldn’t take it and instead Abram will redirect that toward his comrades

Another reason why God is referred to as the possessor of heaven and earth is because since he owns it, he gives these nations into the hands of whomever he decides which is exactly what verse 20 says about this victory

Also pay attention to how this victory is said to be over Abram’s enemies. What’s interesting, is these weren’t REALLY Abram’s enemies. He had no side in this battle. They weren’t personally after Abram. Abram had no personal issue with these kings. No personal offense. But, they took his nephew by going after the kings over Lot’s place of residency.

This goes back to the previous chapter where God said that He would curse those who curse Abram and bless those who bless him.

Verse 20

28:40 8. A Tenth of The Spoil Why does Abram respond to this blessing by giving Melchizedek a tenth of everything? It wasn’t really Abram’s to give in the first place was it? It didn’t technically belong to him, but to the people that were taken captive and plundered. 

But, now that Abram wins the spoils of war, he doesn’t seem to view it as belong to him though, technically by his victory some might say it now belongs to him as the victor. Abram views it as belonging to God rightfully, which is why he gives a tenth to Melchizedek personally. This Melchizedek seems to be a representative of God. He’s a priest, or a middle man of sorts between God and people. So, he has some kind of priestly service which involves invoking God’s blessing upon people. If he dispenses God’s blessing on behalf of God, he can receive God’s gifts on behalf of God as well. 

But, why a tenth? There may be some historical evidence that the cultural norm of that day was to give a tenth of what you had to the kingdom you were part of and the king that you were under. So, maybe this was a fairly normal practice. But, even so, no one told Abram to do this. He didn’t have to. 

And, we see Jacob do this exact thing In Genesis 28:20. He makes a vow to God after having a dream from God, and he says if God is going to be with me and keep me, then I will give God a tenth of everything God gives me. Abram seems to have that same mentality, that God gave him the spoil, and it rightfully belongs to God as the possessor of heaven and earth, which is why he gives a tenth of the spoil.

Some people view this story as evidence that the concept of the tithe preceded the institution of the Mosaic Law, but I don’t think the story is giving us a directive or prescriptive law on the tithe for all people across all time. This tenth isn’t about money to begin with. Abram already has a bunch of silver and gold as we saw in chapter 13. Though, money could be included in the spoil of war, this is specifically said to be all of the possessions of the people in Verse 16. 

Though there may be a wisdom principle or even a glimpse into the heart of the law, we cannot PRESCRIBE tithing based on this scripture. This is a different thing than the tithe that supports the work of the priests in Israel, when they are a theocracy under God. Though, it may function quite similarly, it’s not a perfect one-for-one exchange. It’s going to a priest that represents God, but it’s not for Israel as a theocracy. It’s not feeding a priesthood necessarily. And, its specifically spoils of war, not a tenth of their harvest or agricultural production like we see in the Law. Again, it’s similar, but not the exact thing prescribed in the law for Israel.

Verse 21

Melchizedek seems to make it clear that God is the one behind this victory, and this was not just a random victory that Abraham, achieved by his own strength and strategy and allies, but it was God behind it handing these enemies over into his hand. This will become the exact language God uses when speaking of giving the inhabitants of the promised land into the hand of the Israelites when they go into occupy and inhabit that land.

34:56 9. God’s Unwavering Promise Considering the blessing and kind words that come in the name of God, we could possibly view this bread and wine as a celebratory feast or as a kind of sacrificial priestly meal that Abraham gets to partake of as having defeated the kings. Meaning this is a priestly meal of victory in the name of God that he shares.

In Genesis 22:17 we see this promise come directly from the mouth of God in a more detailed fashion applying to Isaac. Likely this promise is another way of God affirming that he will give Abraham a son in time. 

All Abraham has to do is continue trusting him rather than trying to make it happen in his own strength and the next chapter with God‘s covenant and Abrams concerns, seem to validate this view that God has sent Melchizedek to reassure Abraham in the midst of the questions and doubts he has, especially after letting his nephew go again, which would be a way of Abraham saying that he’s cutting off all chances of his nephew, being the agent of God‘s seed for him and his future

Whether Abraham knows it or not this is him walking through the land to see what God has promised him and his descendants with his own eyes just as God told him to do in Genesis 13:17

Now you might view the king of Sodom and his request as honorable as though he cares more about his people than about the wealth and the possessions and treasures. But considering the contrast that is taking place right now and the inevitable future of Sodom and this king, it doesn’t seem like likely this is an honorable request.

The king here seems to frame Abrams victory in a cosmic way. It’s viewed as a cosmic and supernatural event that glorify God and shows God‘s power over kings and nations. It’s pointing to Jesus, ultimately being given nations.

It seems odd that Abram gives a percentage of what he won’t even keep for himself, but Abraham is demonstrating contentment in response to God‘s precious promises and blessing that comes through the mouth of Melchizedek

The delivering kingdoms into the hand of the one who pleases him is a theme we see in Luke one: 32, Daniel 7:18–27, Daniel 4:17–34, 5:18–21. God owns the cosmos and gives kingdoms to whom he pleases.

So we see God, delivering enemies into Abram’s hand and then Melchizedek brings bread and wine to put into his hands. Then Abram will mention that he didn’t lift his hand to take with his hand because he made an oath to God .

The bread and wine might symbolize the blessing of God upon the nations, and that blessing, particularly being bestowed upon Abrams future chosen seed.

Verse 22

42:16 10. Abram’s Vow Abraham made a vow. But, when? And, why did he even make a vow in the first place before going into war? Was he confident that there was no doubt he’d lose with God on his side? So much so, that he had to think about how he’d handle the results of winning a war? 

Notice Abraham also refers to God as the possessor of heaven and earth. This is the only time across the entire Bible where we have this unique title of God emphasizing His sovereign reign and rightful ownership of all things as the Creator. That tells us that it’s a big deal we see this title twice in the same chapter and nowhere else.

Abram’s vow sounds like Saul in war. Saul makes an oath when he’s at war, and he says to his army “let a curse fall on anyone who eats before evening, before I’ve gotten revenge on my enemies.” This oath brings terror and fear, and burdens his men. Abram’s oath is different. His is good. It’s about trusting God that there’s enough and God provides and he can’t be bought or sucked into the political game while Saul doesn’t think there’s enough for him so he has a scarcity mindset to take from others and makes stupid vows out of fear and in arrogance. 

See, Abraham can’t be bought or made an ally. They can’t use him to return the favor later. He lets God make him rich and fruitful, not man. He doesn’t let his future or reputation rest on man. He has such boldness and courage and faith that God would give him victory, that he made the vow ahead of time to not be bought by or bribed by any man. He’s all about God gettin glory, and nobody else

Someone else later on will make a hasty vow in the midst of battle, and its someone named Jephthah, as well as King Saul, but his seems to be a positive one.

Abram seems to make it clear that he is not viewing these goods as his own personal plunder. Nor is he viewing the land of these kings that he just defeated as plunder as though God is giving it to him through his victory right now. He chooses to honor God and not take it rather than seeing this as his chance to take what God has promised, which seems to be the temptation for all mankind, but particularly for Abraham in his story.

Abraham promised ahead of time that he would not take anything because it all belongs to God anyway and he is entitled to nothing. He is not profiting off the Gentiles, even though he just took from pharaoh in chapter 12. It seems as though he’s learned from that experience.

Verse 23

Abram acknowledges all the stuff is the King’s. All the stuff is of this world. It’s interesting that Abram specifically mentions thread and a sandal strap. At least, this highlights how he doesn’t intend to take even the smallest thing. But at the same time, there may be significance to the two examples Abram uses. Something to consider might be how John the Baptist says he isn’t worthy to even untie the sandal strap of Jesus. There may be some correlation between this story and the ministry of Jesus and John the Baptist. 

Verse 24

47:46 11. Giving Up His Rights But we see here is God‘s chosen partner, giving up his rights just like the apostle Paul, in order to benefit his gentile allies so they can have a share in the treasures. This right here is the gospel.

I’d like to suggest that he learned from his last encounter in Egypt. The situation is different from the situation with pharaoh in Egypt, where he made a deal with Sara to profit himself. Here he trusts God suffers temporary loss and makes an oath to God, trusting God to deliver. Sara cannot help him this time or be a tool in his scheme.

He is not taking from kings but letting God build him up in God’s way just like he’s about to let his nephew go again and trust God to give him a son.

Abram intends to take nothing for himself. If he’s going to take anything it’ll be for others and their benefit. This is how much Abram trusted God to care for him and come through on His promises for Abram. In this story, Abram is giving, Abram is sacrificing, and Abram is choosing to miss out on having more. The one thing he does receive is the blessing of God through Melchizadek, which might just be one of the most important points of this story as we see pointed out in the letter to the Hebrews.

49:30 12. The Hidden Gospel So one man does not take, but the Gentiles get their share. The Gentile portion is from God‘s victory through his chosen one. This here is the gospel.

So, the narrative flows like this:
Abram comes down from his high place with his mighty warriors
He goes down to the land of death (Sodom) to defeat pagan kings
He defeats the pagan kings.
He rescues the captives
He ascends to Salem (Jerusalem)
He meets God's priest-king, Melchizedek.
He receives bread and wine (priestly meal)
He receives God's blessing at His word
He rejects the wealth of Sodom
He returns to his high garden setting with his friends

This sequence beautifully anticipates later biblical themes centered on Jerusalem, the priesthood, and ultimately Christ. The author of Hebrews builds on Melchizedek's appearance to present Jesus as the greater eternal priest-king, making the likely location near Salem (Jerusalem). This right here is the gospel. 

Jesus leaves his high place, resists the wealth of the world and the testing involving the nations, and all other tests from the tempter. He goes down to the place of the death. Conquers our sin and death, triumphs over darkness, ascends from outside Jerusalem to his high place, and sets the captives free after receiving and dispensing the blessing of God from on high. 


Application Points:

God's blessing is greater than worldly approval (Gen. 14:17–19).
Application: Seek God's favor above human recognition.
Verse: Matthew 6:33
Remember God is the Possessor of heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19–20).
Application: Hold possessions loosely because everything belongs to God.
Verse: Psalm 24:1
Respond to God's grace with worship and generosity (Gen. 14:20).
Application: Give joyfully because everything we have comes from Him.
Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:7
Keep your commitments to God even when costly (Gen. 14:22–23).
Application: Honor your promises and refuse compromise.
Verse: Ecclesiastes 5:4–5
Be willing to give up your rights to bless others (Gen. 14:24).
Application: Put others before yourself.
Verse: Philippians 2:3–4

How does this point to Jesus?

Jesus is the greater Melchizedek: Hebrews presents Christ as the eternal Priest-King.
Jesus is the true King of Righteousness and Peace: Melchizedek’s titles foreshadow Christ.
Jesus rejects worldly power: He refuses Satan's offer of the kingdoms.
Jesus gives the greater bread and wine: Melchizedek’s meal anticipates the Lord's Supper.
Jesus brings God's blessing to the nations: He is the promised Seed of Abraham.

Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis, a mysterious priest King comes out of nowhere. And, his name is Melchizedek. Why does Abraham give him a tenth of the spoil? Who is he? We’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.


Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Psalm 110:4 The Messiah is a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 5:5–10 Jesus is appointed High Priest after Melchizedek.
Hebrews 7:1–10 Explains Melchizedek's meeting with Abraham and the tithe.
Matthew 4:8–10 Jesus refuses worldly kingdoms like Abram refused Sodom's riches.
Genesis 22:15–18 God reaffirms His covenant blessing after Abraham's obedience.

5 Reflection Questions

Two kings meet Abram after the battle.
What contrasts do you see between the King of Sodom and Melchizedek, and how do those same choices confront believers today?
Melchizedek blesses Abram before Abram refuses Sodom's wealth.
Why is receiving God's blessing more valuable than gaining worldly success?
Abram gives a tenth to Melchizedek voluntarily.
What does generous worship reveal about our view of God as the true owner of everything?
Abram refuses even the smallest reward from Sodom.
What temptations are hardest for you to refuse when compromise could benefit you?
Abram allows his allies to receive their portion while taking nothing for himself.
How can we imitate Abram's willingness to surrender personal rights for the good of others?

