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8 Things Many Christians Miss In The First 8 Verses of The Creation Story | Genesis 1:1-8

In the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth. The creation story of Genesis 1 is FULL of hidden treasures that most Christians zoom right by. The whole narrative of redemption flows out of this origin story. And, you’re about to see how deeply symbolic this chapter really is. To unpack the depths of this creation story, we need to address a few misconceptions first. In this video, I’m going to walk you through 8 observations that you can’t afford to miss if you want to see understand the deeper truth here. Lets jump into Genesis 1 and unpack this passage differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We might do things a bit differently here, but we hope you’ll come to see the value in what we do. We’re in Genesis 1.

· Please do like this video and subscribe if this content blesses you.
· Watch rest of this Genesis series to catch up and our additional daily devotional videos
· Check the website for this week’s corresponding bible reading plan + reflection questions 
· And, join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server.

*Read Genesis 1:1-8*

#1 Introduction To Key Ideas We’re going to see that Genesis 1 outlines all of the main ideas that will be developed throughout the rest of the biblical story. 

We see many key ideas mentioned first here for the first time in the Bible such as: light vs. darkness, chaos/disorder, ordering/creation, life, God labeling, God’s word, God’s presence in creation, blessing, purpose, mankind’s rule, dominion over animals, image of God, seasons, evening and morning, fruitfulness, multiplication, provision, satisfaction, food, celestial bodies, vegetation, deep waters, the Holy Spirit of God.

#2 Mirroring Days Its important to note how each series of three days mirror each other. Day 1-3 mirror Day 4-6. 

Day 1 is light for night and day —> Day 4 is the celestial bodies governing the day and night
Day 2 is water and sky —> Day 5 is the sky and land animals filling those spaces
Day 3 is the land and vegetation —> Day 6 is land creatures and mankind

You might view Day 1-3 as the ordering of realms: cosmic, water, heavens (sky), and land
You might view Day 4-6 as the filling of realms: celestial bodies, birds, fish, land creatures

#3 Who And Why The creation story is not interested in telling us WHAT and HOW but WHO and WHY. We’re interested in the WHAT happened and HOW specifically and we approach this from a western scientific perspective but what Genesis is interested in telling us is WHO and WHY

These are two questions science can’t answer. Why everything exists and who did it. This doesn’t mean we won’t be told anything about the WHAT or HOW but it’s not the main concern. This doesn’t undermine its truthfulness. It re-orients our expectations & perspective 

#4 The Cosmic Temple There’s a lot of temple imagery all over this creation story that gets linked to later stories throughout the Bible. But, for now, God has appointed the WHEN (7th day) WHERE (in Eden) and the WHO (humanity). 

The garden of Eden becomes a sanctuary set apart for the priests of God (humanity) to serve as His rulers on the earth within the reality of the 7th day rest. God sets apart a people, a place, and a time, for a specific purpose. The rest of the biblical story will flow out from this.

#5 God As Three Its important to note how we see God, The Word (Light) and the Spirit at work in Creation 

Observations About The 6 Days of Creation

· Every day God says, God calls, God sees, and God separates

· #6 Backwards Days The day starts with evening and ends with morning. In Jewish thinking, the day starts with the darkness and ends with the light, as this is the trajectory of God’s story. It starts in a kind of darkness and culminates in a magnificent and glorious light (His Son). In other words, the day doesn’t start with waking up and laboring. We don’t start the day with production, but with the rest associated with the evening time. Rest is how we start our day, rest is how humanity’s story begins, and its how God wants us to understand the beginning of His story of redemption, its an invitation to live each day from a place of rest

· Some days He is said to make and some days He’s said to create. The word for make means: to do, to make, to manufacture, the word for “create” is to shape, and often refers to something new, unheard of, or refers to creatures

Verse 1 In the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth 

#1 Two Different Views There are two equally valid views of this first verse. I lean more towards the second view.

God is bringing the heavens and the Earth into existence in their disordered chaotic state
God is working with an already existing, yet uncreated world because it lacks God‘s intervening creative hand to bring structure and order

This does not mean that this heaven-earth domain pre-exists God. We know that all things originate in God and He is the only uncreated eternally existent One. He is the uncaused first cause of all. Nothing exists before, or without Him. Everything else is created by God. 

#2 Re-Defining Creation Re-defining “creation” biblically. God creating is mainly God ordering, structuring and separating what He’s already brought into existence prior to the opening of Genesis 1. We are used to the idea of God creating as God bringing something into existence that previously did not exist. Or something going from nonexistence into existence by his divine decree. But so far the biblical concept of God creating is bringing something from what is otherwise incapable of producing anything. He is bringing order structuring and separating and dividing, and this is how we should think of God‘s activity of creation.

This doesn’t mean God never creates something from non-existence, Romans 4:17 tells us “calls into existence the things that do not exist.”

Verse 2 the earth was without form and void

The creation story opens with the earth formless, void, deep waters and darkness. We’re told nothing about the condition of the heavens, likely because we don’t see the heavens (sky) get created until Verse 6, when God divides the waters and creates this space known as heavens.

#3 Wild And Waste This is the condition of the world before God interacts with it. The Hebrew concept in Genesis one can be translated as wild and waste or chaotic nothingness

“Tohu” means wilderness, wasteland, emptiness, desert, formlessness. It speaks of chaos and the lack of order and structure necessary for life. Unformed and uninhabitable.

“Vohu” speaks of emptiness and waste. Lacking life or inhabitants. Nothing to fill it, because it is “Tohu” or lacking the necessary order for life to exist. No container, nothing to fill that.

This is the condition of the earth in the beginning. 

There is no description of the heavens there, because there are none yet. The heavens get created in Verse 7-8. So Verse 1 cannot be saying the God created them “ex-nihilo” because we don’t see the heavens for a few verses when God is expressly said to be “making the heavens.

Verse 2 and the Spirit of God was hovering over the deep waters

#4 The Deep Waters The deep refers to the the ocean, floodwaters, and ocean depths. The deep waters are the wild waste described in the previous verse. Instead of a literal wasteLAND it’s an uninhabitable waters. This word “Tehom” has the same root letters as the word “tohu” (tav, heh, and vav). Its as though the land version of waste is here seen in the waters. Its a watery emptiness or nothingness, and God’s Spirit is over that. 

We have the face of the deep (darkness is over) vs. the face of the waters (Spirit is over)

The surface of the water is darkness but the Spirit of God is present as well hovering on the surface of those chaotic waters. This notes the creative agency of the Spirit. 

The word for “hover” is in the Piel form which notes intentional action. The Spirit of God is not coincidentally, or accidentally hovering. God’s Spirit is choosing to hover purposefully.

I made the observation in the past:  As the Spirit of God is associated with wind in John 3 and Acts 2, it’s likely noting the intense wind upon the waters. Acts 2 The Spirit hovers on the heads of the disciples but in a flame of fire, and He is associated with an intense rushing wind, signaling new creation. Well, here the intense wind is associated with original creation.

And, in two chapters, God will be walking in the garden towards fallen humanity after they’ve sinned, and it says they hear the sound of Him walking in the “wind of the day” and that walking is also a Piel, noting intentional, purposeful action, not just happenstance.

This shows God as sovereign over the deep waters and darkness which are symbolic of disorder and chaos and even a condition of death life can’t survive

Verse 3-4

Day 1 the first thing that God creates is the light to penetrate the darkness 

#5 God’s Desire Realized the first words of God are “let there be” and this verb “to be” or to exist, is in the jussive form, noting a wish, or desire in the form of a command, and its softer than the imperative command. So, here we see God expressing desire/wish in the form of command. And then that desire is realized when “it was so”

This realized desire of God is contrasted with the realized desire of Eve in Gen. 3. Eve sees what looks good, but here, God sees what is actually good. Eve wants to know good and evil, and here God makes it clear what is good, the light. He decides what is actually good which becomes important for Genesis 3. Will we believe God’s idea of good and trust him to determine for us what is actually right, or will we define these things ourselves independently?

#6 What Is Truly Good God making something “good” is the antithesis of the heavens and the earth being void and formless. Good is the re-structuring, and ordering of the world. The world is (with each day of creation) progressing towards “very good” on Day 6. God making things good, means infusing the world with potential for not only life, but even more. It’s capable of producing more good. God not only makes it good He declares (labels) it as good

God is a God of separation and order. He divides the light. He causes a division/separation. He causatively intervenes with the world in its current condition by acting upon it to produce good. So, God places a categorical separation between the two, like we see in the Tabernacle or Temple, where the Holy place is separated from the Most Holy Place by a curtain.

To identify the light as good is to make a separation between that light and everything else that currently exists. This is the first good thing God labels. In the Hebrew it reads as God causing the light to be separated from the darkness, in other words “separating them”

We should be asking, was there light prior to God speaking it into the darkness here? Or is this God bringing the very concept and reality of light into existence?

Verse 5 evening and morning the first day

What is “good” is separated from what currently exists. God’s word here is dividing just like Jesus and just like Hebrews 4 the word of God is dividing soul and spirit.Darkness is not good cuz God didn’t say so. His word declares what is good. So, this separation involves identification and naming.

Then, God labels those two newly identified realities as “day” and “night” Evening and morning come into existence with the day and night. God not only creates, and separates, but labels things appropriately. 

Each creation day starts with evening (darkness) and ends with the day (light). If the sun doesn’t exist yet to measure days, how are days even being measured? You say God is the timekeeper but each 24 hour period technically is measured based off the sun’s presence. So are these literal 24 hour days? How long do these days span prior to the existence of the sun? 

Verse 6

#7 Separation And Order God just divides light from dark, now He uses an agent to accomplish that  separation successfully. He says “let it divide” but God is credited with the dividing in Verse 7

God creating so far = God separating, identifying, categorizing, and naming. Creation primarily involves structuring and organizing order out of disorder and chaos. God is bringing something new out of what already exists

God places the “Rakia” (firmament) in the midst of the waters to bring a separation just like in the next chapter God places the two trees in the midst of the garden to create a separation (obedience and sin). On the land as it is in the heavens, they become mirror reflecting of one another with the firmament acting as the mirror

The Hebrew reads as God putting a space (expanse) inside/within the waters itself. The rakia (expanse) is causing the separation between waters as God’s agent of division. God says let “it” do the dividing. God is separating by means of this expanse (the heavens). It is a border that tells each of the waters where it stops vertically. 

Verse 7

God is officially making the heavens here, as we saw Verse 1 told us would happen

“And it was so” means “in this way, or after this manner.” Which means reality matches up with the word and desire of God. Creation is patterned after God’s word/desire the way Moses built the tabernacle patterned after what was shown to Him on the mountain. Hebrews tells us it was a shadow of the heavenly substance. It was an earthly copy of the heavenly original. Once again, we see the land a reflection of the heavens

Verse 8 

#8 Creation Of The Heavens The word for “heaven” is in the plural, which may note plurality, vastness, or possibly differing levels/tiers within the space called heaven. Or it could be a plural term that communicates one singular concept.

God has officially made the heaven we saw in Verse 1. This is the second time we’ve seen this word translated heavens “Shamayim” that we saw the first time in Verse 1. This seems to be the official creation of those heavens the story opened with.

Something is good on everyday except Day 2. This day doesn’t have God declaring that something “is good” unlike the other days. Along the process of creation, there is a day that isn’t explicitly said to be “good.” This doesn’t mean that it was NOT good, or that nothing on that day was good but the text doesn’t want to mention that unlike every other day it does.

You’ll find the supplementary Bible reading plan for this week on the home page of our website so go grab that free plan for cross-references that will help you understand this passage even more.

· John 1:1-5 Jesus as the light bringing new creation
· John 8:12-30 Jesus is the light of the world
· Psalm 33:1-9 the remembrance of God’s creative power
· Isaiah 45:15-25 Isaiah recalling God’s creation story
· Revelation 21:8, 22:1-5 callback to the creation story

Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis 1, we’ll look at the remaining days of the creation story. We’ll talk about the celestial bodies, the animals, and mankind, and the deeper message within much of these smaller details that get overlooked. So, I’ll see you in the next video. Thanks for watching.

Application Points
1. Trust God’s Order Over Chaos – God brings structure and life out of what is formless and void. He can do the same in our lives, bringing purpose out of confusion and peace out of disorder.
2. Rest Is the Foundation of God’s Story – Each day begins with evening and ends with morning, reminding us that God designed life to flow from rest, not striving. We live from God’s rest, not toward it.
3. Let God Define What Is Good – In a world that redefines good and evil, we must trust God’s word to label reality correctly. His definitions lead to life, while our redefinitions lead to confusion.
4. See Creation as a Reflection of God’s Presence – The heavens, earth, and boundaries God creates mirror His holiness and order. All of creation is a reflection of His glory and invites us to worship.
5. Embrace God’s Ongoing Creative Work – Just as God separated and ordered creation, He continues to shape and renew us through His Spirit and His word, bringing light into our darkness.

Small Group Reflection Questions
How does God’s ability to bring order out of chaos encourage you in seasons of confusion or uncertainty?
In what ways do you struggle to live from a place of rest rather than striving? How does Genesis 1 challenge your view of rest and work?
Where in your life are you tempted to define 'good' or 'evil' apart from God’s word? How can you realign your definitions with His truth and Spirit?
How does seeing creation as a reflection of God’s presence change the way you view the world around you?
What areas of your life do you sense the Holy Spirit separating, ordering, or re-adjusting? How can you partner with His creative work in those areas instead of resisting?

