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THIS Will Forever Change How You Understand The Sacrifice of Isaac | Genesis 22
You’ve Never Heard The Story of Abraham Sacrificing Isaac Quite Like This | Genesis 22
The Greatest Old Testament Prophecy of Jesus And The Gospel (Abraham and Isaac)| Genesis 22

Thumbnail: You Know The Story | But Not Like This
I Didn’t See It Til Now
It Was There The Whole Time
I’ve Heard This For Years..But Not Like This

This study will forever change how you understand the story of Abraham’s call to sacrifice his son Isaac. I had never heard the story of Abraham and Isaac quite like this, and I’d heard it a million times. See, Genesis 22 gives us the clearest and greatest prophetic image of Jesus and the gospel. This singular story might just provide us the best foreshadowing of the work of Christ and I Can’t wait to show you. But, in order to understand the deeper treasures here, we have to make 16 key observations along the way. Let’s jump into Genesis 21 and 22 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 21

*Read Genesis 21*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at scripturecreatures.com

Verse 22

1. Favor On Abraham The King is pretty much saying it is easy to see that God is with you because of the favor displayed on his life This is like Joseph, Jacob, Jesus, and David, who are recognized as God being with them

Its clear, to a pagan people (not historically known for following Yahweh) that God’s hand of favor and blessing is upon Abraham’s life. What is the indication of this? Material blessing?

But, as we’ll see, there are a few similarities between these two stories. In both stories there’s a covenant/promise involved, a well, specifically yin Beer-sheba, and God’s blessing involved

Verse 23
This king has already shown kindness and favor and now this covenant is Abram returning the favor but for Abimlech’s descendants

In Genesis 26:27-33 Isaac will be approached by this same King, and we will have the exact same scenario almost verbatim where Jacob ends up being approached by his uncle Laban and he will be accused of wrong the way Abraham accuses Abimelech of doing wrong, and as they made a covenant here to do no harm to each other, Jacob and Laban do the same.

There is a covenant being made here. Because God blesses those who bless Abraham as we saw in chapter 12. 

2. Future Covenant Blessing And this becomes like Johnathan’s request to David to make a note to not do harm to his future descendants. Its a covenant between one person and God‘s chosen anointed one

Abimelech seems to desire for Abraham’s blessing from God to be extended to him and his people, and his land, as God said Abraham would be a blessing to the nations, and we’ll see that clearly spelled out in the next chapter

Verse 25

This seems like a wrong time to bring up fault with the king. A covenant deal is being made and Abraham decides now is the time to reprove him?

Does Abraham bring up this issue out of concern for Hagar and Ishmael who are likely wandering in that area? And, is this the same well/water source we’ve seen with Hagar?

Verse 27

We aren’t told that God approved of this or not, but Abraham is making a covenant with the king of the Philistine’s.

Verse 28

Are these possibly seven lambs from the sheep and oxen that the king had given him In 20:14 and now he’s giving back to the king what had first been given to him, as a sign and a witness to the fact that Abraham had dug this well? 

Because in the next chapter Abraham will be called by God to give back to God what he had first given to Abraham, which is Isaac, and he is like a lamb being led to the slaughter as a sacrifice only to be replaced by a ram that is caught in the bushes instead, and the giving up of Isaac does not establish the covenant, but is a sign and witness to what God had already promised to do. 

In that sense, maybe these two stories are connected by this idea.

Verse 30

This is a sign or a witness just like we saw in Genesis 20:16 with the sign of Sarah‘s innocence.

Here we have Abraham giving up lambs, seven of them to represent completion and fullness, and in the next chapter, he will be giving up his son as a sacrificial lamb until God provides another animal in place of his son

Last chapter, we see Abimelech give gifts to Abraham as evidence of Sarah’s innocence

Verse 31

Beersheba mean well of 7 or the well of the oath (covenant). God made promises to Ishmael and Hagar in the form of a kind of covenant agreement just a few verses earlier. Though, there were no formal terms for Hagar and Ishmael. Its an oath/promise from God just as Abraham is making a promise to Abimelech here.

Verse 32

This humble and kind gesture on both ends, prevented a war from breaking out or things escalating to a breaking point. 

The word for return can also mean to repent. There was an issue in the king, apologized and repented, and in this covenant oath, it is a kind of repentance. 

Verse 33

We’ve seen several examples of God’s sacred space involving a kind of tree where Abraham is said to be meeting with God, sacrificing to Him, calling on His name

It seems as though Abraham calls on God’s name in order to praise God for preventing war from breaking out over water supply

Now Abraham is marking this area as being dedicated to the Lord because he is going to be staying there for a long time and this becomes a place of frequent worship and meeting with the Lord to call on his name. It is almost like a kind of temple, but instead of a building, you have a sacred tree that marks the place as set apart and dedicated to the Lord.

If you are not convinced that trees often have sacred symbolic meaning, consider the oak back in 12:6, or the oaks that are singled out in 13:18, 14:13, 18:1, or 19:27 where the high trees are associated with the high place

3. Another Sacred Tree Abraham decides to plant a tree now, why not before? Is this Tree somehow linked to the covenant that he just made with that gentile King? It seems as though now the well belongs to Abraham and this tree can thrive because it belongs to him.

This word for “planted” is the same word used in the garden of Eden in chapter 2 and with Noah planting a vineyard in chapter 9. Abraham is marking this well of agreement as belonging to God. He dedicates the space to the Lord. 

Only other times so far a garden is planted is with Noah and God. In all three occasions, a garden is planted after chaos is handled or subsides, and in this case, it is chaos between people.

Verse 1 “After these things”

This story is one of the greatest foreshadows of Jesus: His identity/work as THE Son of God

Now we have God appearing to Abraham in the territory of the Philistines and God tells Abraham to leave that territory to go to a mountain in a different region to do something sacred

Why could he not do it here in this region? 

If we are wondering how much time has passed and how old Isaac is, we cannot say for sure, but he is likely not a little boy because he is physically able to carry the wood that would be used for a burnt offering, which probably was not a light load

Ancient Jewish sources place Isaac at the age of a young man or even young adult. In the next chapter we determine he’s 37 by using the age of Sarah at her death, so he can be between young adult age and 37. 

4. Passing of Time But this is important because it means Abraham in his old age, likely could’ve easily been overpowered by Isaac, and if this becomes a type in shadow of Jesus, it makes sense that he would willingly get on the altar, just like Jesus says he could summon an allegiant of angels, but he chooses not to overpower his oppressors

“Here I am”

Abraham is making himself available to do God’s will. Just as we’ll see Jesus say in Hebrews 10:9 that He’s come to go God’s will, which is indicated best by Garden of Gethsemane scene

Verse 2

5. A Difficult Journey According to God, Isaac is Abraham‘s only son, even though he technically has Ishmael, the only son to carry the legacy and name of the father and be part of the line of the Messiah is Isaac

He tells Abraham to travel roughly between 40 and 50 miles. This would have been quite the journey. In other words, Abraham had to travel pretty far just to be able to do the difficult thing. God told him to. The action itself wasn’t just difficult, but the journey to the destination was hard.

You might say they had to travel far for the sacrifice to take place just like Jesus had to leave heaven to come down to the Earth to accomplish the atonement and sacrifice himself for us

God does not say which mountain yet. Once again, God is pretty much saying I will show you when you get there. Just like the Abraham story opened in chapter 12.

So this sacrifice could not happen on just any mountain, but God had to point it out.

The land of Moriah can mean God will see or see to it or will be seen, some have suggested Yahweh instructs, but the closer connection is seeing. Something seeing related to Yahweh

Moriah is a mem, resh, yod and heh, while the word ra’ah (to see) has a resh, alef and heh.

6. Moriah = God + Seeing the land has something to do with seeing God or God seeing, and the word is all over this story. 

Genesis 22:4 — Abraham “saw” (wayyarʾ) the place from afar.
· 22:8 — “God will provide/see (yirʾeh) for himself the lamb.”
· 22:13 — Abraham “looked/saw” (wayyarʾ).
· 22:14 — Abraham names the place YHWH-yirʾeh (יְהוָה יִרְאֶה), 
· 22:14 continues: “On the mountain of YHWH it will be seen/provided.”

Moriah is about seeing. 

Abraham is being commanded by God to leave his home and what’s familiar and walk into uncertainty but this time it involves something to sacrifice and it is the very thing Abraham has been waiting for his whole life.

God is very clear about which son Abraham used to take. He gives four qualifying descriptions. It is his son, his only son, the son he loves, it is Isaac.

Technically, Isaac is not Abraham’s only son, Abraham has already given up his first biological son, Ishmael. So, whatever it means that Isaac is the only son, isn’t about chronology but rank.

Isaac was the only promised, true heir. With Jesus, He also is the only true Son and heir of God as the only-begotten that the Father has promised would come

7. The Ascending Son He is offer up his son. To offer up a burnt offering is to cause that offering to go up in smoke. The root word here for offering is to ascend. Like Jesus will offered up His own life but He will be lifted up on a tree like He says in John 3 when He connects Himself to Isaac by calling Himself the only begotten Son of God

So Moriah is a land, but there is one mountain there God has picked just like the land of Israel will have one mountain where God will place the temple and that is going to be in this same spot

8. The Future Temple Location So the idea of going up to offer and to see the Lord is going to be linked to the temple at this very location later on. Abraham goes up. Which is a call back to Genesis 11 where men are going up at Babel and God comes down to deal with it. Here God takes Abraham up and invites him and deals with Abraham there not to tear down this project but to exalt it.

Again, the burnt offering root word means to ascend or to go up. That’s what they will both do is ascend the mount together, but Abraham is thinking that only Isaac will be offered up

God is leading him to a mountain of sacrifice similar to what we’ll see later on when Israel’s leaving Egypt to go out to the mountain to sacrifice to God

“Go to the land of Moriah”

This isn’t the first time, Abraham has been called by God to go to a different land. Abraham is given a general region but not a specific location

Verse 3

9. 2 Servants + A Donkey He brings his young men with him, likely they are servants, but could they also be warriors that will protect Abraham and his son? Because we already saw that he has a small army

If we are considering more allusions to the atoning work of Jesus and the events immediately leading up to it, consider how two men are sent to find Jesus a donkey to ride on into Mount Zion, where he will be sacrificed, just like we have two young men here accompanying the donkey that carries the father and the son who is expected to be sacrificed on a mountain

Abraham rising up early is obedience to God‘s word. He is making preparations as though he’s really going to do it. But later on we will see in Hebrews 11:19 we will see that Abraham believed his son could be raised from the dead not that he definitely would be
We’ve seen Abraham offer many different animal sacrifices to God thus far, but now he’s called to sacrifice (not an animal) but his very promised son from God

As we’ve seen with most of Abraham’s sacrifices, he is being called to a high place (sacred space) to offer gifts to God in the form of this burnt offering

On this specific mountain, in the region of Moriah, we’re going to see later on in the Scriptures, this is the place where the temple will be built for the presence of God.

God won’t even tell him the mountain until he gets near it. Just as God called Abraham to a land God would show him. Abraham’s job is to make the journey and do what he’s been told

Abraham is being called by God to go to a different mountain to experience this VERY different God who isn’t like the surrounding pagan gods who take children as sacrifices, because this God doesn’t take, He gives promises and doesn’t demand human blood

Verse 4

10. Approaching The Mountain He sees the place where his son is about to be sacrificed, consider how Jesus sees Jerusalem as he rides in and weeps over it because he knows they will not receive him and he’s going to give up his life as a sacrifice on that mountain 

The three days journey mirrors the time Jesus went from death to resurrection life, and that is why he sees the place where God will provide on the third day, just like Jesus appears to his disciples the day of his resurrection, where they see the provision of God

Abraham sees the place. He thinks he’s going to sacrifice his son, but he doesn’t know that God intends to provide something else in place of Isaac’s life just like in the last chapter when Hagar had her eyes opened to see the provision of God that saved her life.

This was a three days journey. And, once Abraham saw the place, he was probably overcome with a sense of dread.

Verse 5

He seems to think that his son will come back with him, or he is holding back the truth from Isaac but it seems to me that he really believes that’s going to happen that Isaac will be saved somehow. He seems sure of God‘s promise in the face of adversity because God promised this would be the sun who has descendants would come through and it doesn’t make sense how that would happen if he died but Abraham trust got enough to know God can make it happen however he wants

He is expecting some kind of resurrection just like Jesus tells his disciples that he will come again to them

If we are considering more allusions to Jesus, this moment is like the garden of Gethsemane where Jesus says to stay and watch and stay on guard while he prays. Just as the servants here are to stay and watch guard while Abraham and his son go up to offer service to God.

When Abraham says they will come back to the men, this is the same word that can mean to repent or to turn back, which was just used of King Abimelech but also it may even foreshadow the image of Jesus, returning to God on our behalf and repenting for us that we might benefit from his work and participate in his turning to God

Did Abraham really think Isaac would return alive? Hebrews 11 tells us Abraham believed God could raise Isaac from the dead, but was Abraham sure that God would bring him back alive? He didn’t know what god WOULD do He just knew what God COULD do

“We will go and worship”

In the mind of Abraham, what he’s about to do, is worship God, call on His name.

Verse 6

11. Carrying The Wood Isaac carries the wood the way Jesus carries our cross and both father and son are playing their role here just as we see in the gospels. There is a father son partnership.

The word for laying the wood on Isaac is the same word used of Moses‘s mom laying him in a basket, giving him up to God in faith 

Verse 7

Just like the first verse when God calls to Abraham and Abraham says here I am, now it’s Isaac calling to his father and his dad says the same thing. When Abraham says this he is literally saying in Hebrew “BEHOLD ME.” Which is going to point to Jesus, who says behold I have come to do your will in Hebrews 10:7

There is a question about lambs just like we saw in verse 29 of the last chapter when the king asks what is the meaning of these lambs that are set apart? There’s something connecting these two stories beyond just the lambs.

Verse 8 “God will provide for Himself”

Technically, God provided Isaac to Abraham as a means of sacrifice. So, Abraham was right. But, what Abraham didn’t know is that God would provide for Himself something else. No one else can provide what God provides for Himself.

This is the real question where is the sacrifice, but only God knows the answer to that because he will see to it

Abraham might be saying I am not sure but God does. 

12. Father-Son Partnership Twice we are told both of them went together once again to highlight the father son partnership in this endeavor. It notes, the willingness and the trust of Isaac in the face of uncertainty just as much as it does Abraham’s

This is pointing to the image of the father, going with Jesus through the crucifixion accomplishing the atonement and salvation of humanity as one. Doing the father‘s work with him together in the work of redemption.

God is about to provide a ram for a sacrifice just as he provided a son based on his promise. Technically God has provided something for Abraham to sacrifice and it is Isaac.

Technically in Hebrew, it reads that God will see to it or see for him, another way to understand this is that God sees or understands for himself to deal with it, which is why it gets translated as God will provide. 

This is personal shepherding language just like when Moses encounters God in Exodus, three and Moses sees God on a mountain in the fire where God says he’s personally come down to rescue his people.

The word translated provide again in Hebrew is to see to it or for it, depending on the preposition usage. It is the word to see “Ra’ah” and it is the same word for Abraham seeing. God is seeing to the need, understanding and knowing how and where even though Abraham and Isaac do not. God ceased to it himself, but it is also God revealing Himself on this mountain just like God revealed himself in the last chapter to Hagar in the wilderness. He reveals himself to people in the wilderness and on the mountain.

Here God is showing and foreshadowing true ascent to him through his son coming down, giving up his life to go up on our behalf to God after being laid On a piece of wood (tree). 

When Isaac is laid on top of the wood, this Hebrew word has a root word meaning “to ascend” and it is the same root word for burnt offering. The point is that in the Hebrew words alone there is a lot of ascending and going up. And remember in Genesis 11 they wanted to ascend to God so they made their tower with its top in the heavens but the way we go up is by the son’s sacrifice who comes down, which is Jesus and we humble ourselves to receive this free gift 

In other words, God‘s method of saving and blessing is not by one climbing and descending, but by one being laid down and then us identifying in humility with that son who humbly laid his life down for us

So we had the wood laid on the son, and now the son is laid on the wood. He carried what he would be laid on.

The Hebrew word for “build” when Abraham builds the altar here, is the same word used of Noah building the ark or God making Eve

Verse 9

Now they see the mountain and Abraham builds the altar just like he’s done many times before but this time it’s not an animal, but his son that he will be tying up.

When he binds his son that is to hold steady, not necessarily to prevent escape. Because Isaac could have easily broken out, but he chooses not to.

So we have Isaac laid on the stone altar, but in between the altar and Isaac is the wood he’s laid on top of 

This Hebrew word translated as bound, this is the only time it appears in the Old Testament

Verse 10

Now we have a reverse image of Genesis 3 instead of humanity, reaching out their hand to take in disobedience, we see Abraham reaching out his hand, not to take fruit but to give his son back to God because God is the ultimate provider first

Verse 11

Now for the third time in this story, someone calls to Abraham and he says here I am. It notes the willingness and the availability of Abraham to do the will of God just as Jesus is doing specifically in the final garden scene of Gethsemane 

This idea of faith and obedience is giving up life and the sacred promise, knowing that God is faithful to keep his promise in the face of death

13. God’s Work > Abraham’s Usually, the story becomes all about what Abraham can do. But it’s not about what he can do or any of us can. We see in Hebrews 10. Jesus says I’ve come to do the world of the father, in other words it’s Jesus who says “behold me” and He does for us what we can’t do for ourselves 

The voice of God stopped the killing and we see this as a contrast to Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane (who is the voice/word of God) and His death isn’t stopped, but He’s given over

Verse 12

Abraham was told to offer his son not necessarily to harm him or touch him to end his life, God tells him not to lay his hand on the boy because Abraham successfully gave up Isaac without killing him on the altar

Apparently, the idea of fearing God here is giving up and surrendering and not withholding from him as if you know better and can keep it more safe than he can

Once again, Isaac is referred to as the only son and Abraham was not willing to withhold his son just like Romans 8:32 says God did not spare his son

Did God really not know prior to this moment if Abraham really feared God? Or, has Abraham only just now made it outwardly evident that he fears the Lord by proving his faith in passing this test? Was this so that God would know, or so that Abraham could be rewarded?

Verse 13

Abraham lifts his eyes again, but this time behind him is a ram that is caught by his horns. But was Abraham actively looking or happened to glance or hear a noise?

14. Revelation After Obedience So this is the second time Abraham lifts his eyes and sees on the amount of God revealing. First he sees the place and then he sees the specific provision and sacrifice. The tracks with the idea of God, revealing the place where they were to worship and offer sacrifices in Jerusalem at the temple, but later on he will reveal his provision and Lamb of God, so it starts with a general location and then a specific provision, but there is a gap between the two.

It says Abraham sacrificed the ram instead of his son just like the day of atonement each year for Israel

So in one sense, we see preparation being made in verse 7–10 just like the law, the profits, and John the Baptist, all in anticipation of God‘s lamb, which will be provided who is Jesus

So I hear the animal replaces the sun, but eventually Jesus replaces the animal sacrifices

There’s something about this place, not only representing God seeing to it, but also God being seen. Mt. Moriah = God will see but what is said about the name or how it’s explained is “God will be seen.”

Why doesn’t the text have God explicitly telling Abraham to sacrifice that ram? How did Abraham know for sure what to do with that ram? Why was a sacrifice required, in Abraham’s mind? 

Because Abraham knew what to do with this even though he receives no command to sacrifice it, which is interesting

Verse 14

From the perspective of the author, this is a common saying, but in what context, what does it mean and when is it said?

God will see to it, or God will be seen, both of these are valid options for translating the name of that place either way it is looking to God to do and be for us what we cannot do and be on our own

Now again, Hagar calls God, the god who sees, and the well she names is named according to God, seeing her and her seeing God, and that happens again in the last chapter
 
What God asks you to give, He puts in your hands. This is the very mountain where the temple of God will be built, and eventually, His Son, Jesus will be given over to the people of Jerusalem to condemn to the cross, and truly, on this mount God will provide later on

Verse 15-16

15. God Gives Himself As Assurance When God says by myself, I have sworn, this verb is in the reflexive form, meaning he is doing it unto himself and by himself. Meaning the basis of this promise is his own ability in the guarantee of this promise is himself. Even in the promise, God is giving himself as assurance as he will give his son when he sees the world is helplessly, dead, in sin.

Now we have the angel of God, speaking as though he is God. And God didn’t speak again until after Abraham sacrifice the ram.

Now, when God says because you have done this, we have to ask is he referring to Abraham giving up his son or giving up his son and offering the ram? Because this becomes a flip or a divine reversal of Genesis 3:13–14 where a God says because you’ve done this and he lists out the consequences for their sins.

So God gives the reason for everything he is about to do, and the reason is that Abraham did not withhold his only son, but this is more than just another son, this is the only air, the promise, the means of possessing,

What would have happened din Abraham didn’t give up his son? Would all of the blessing God promised to Abraham, just not have happened? Did his future and the fullness of God’s blessing depend on this moment of faithfulness?

Verse 17 “I will surely bless you”

Its as if God takes and multiplies the little that Abraham brought

This image of the stars is also a reference to the celestial, cosmic rule of Jesus that will eventually come through Abraham and his descendants. Just as Joseph had two dreams (one of the earth and one of the celestial bodies).

Humanity is of the dust (from the earth) but the extent of our rule and blessing in Christ (through faith) even touches the cosmos and heavenly places.

Verse 17

Suddenly, there’s this promise about conquering, multiplication, filling the Earth, and it all relates to what God will do through this son‘s line that Abraham was willing to give up even though it made no sense. Abraham did not try and reconcile how the promise would come about if he ended the promised son‘s life, he just trusted God would do it and this is what God does through his son is he accomplishes all the promises through the death and resurrection of the son. Without the death of Jesus, there is no guarantee and realization of all the promises of God.

And seeing how this was a test for Abraham just like there was a test in the garden. We might want to consider similarities to the genesis three fall of man story. There is a promise, an enemy is being beaten, there is the phrase “because you have done this” and there is the conquering seed that comes out on top

In other words, defeat is linked to sin in Genesis 3, while victory over enemies is linked to surrender and sacrifice in faith and obedience to God‘s word
Are these physical enemies becoming blessed by means of coming into contact with Abraham and taking on the faith of Abraham, or is this referring to the spiritual enemies of God and the gates of hell which won’t prevail against the church like Jesus says?

This tells us that Abraham and his descendants will indeed have enemies and God won’t necessarily prevent that from happening

Verse 18

God also promises all the nations will be blessed which comes after Abraham‘s obedience, and it also comes in the same statement about the gates of the enemies being plundered, which is what Jesus says in Matthew 16 about His church

16. Sacrifice = Blessing To Nations So by this promised seed of Isaac and his lineage, nations are being blessed so this is not about Israel, standing on the neck of all the nations, but this is about the nation of Israel, being a blessing to the nations, which is what Jesus is. He is the manifest realization of God‘s blessing to the nations through Israel 

Through this offspring, his enemies will be conquered, but also, on another level, whatever enemies decide to extend the hand of friendship to Abraham and his descendants, will experience his blessing. This is the descendants of Abraham bringing blessing into the nations by means of their faith in God

Verse 19 “and Abraham lived in Beer-sheba”

Why doesn’t the text indicate what happened to Isaac or if Isaac went with Abraham? Did this event traumatize Isaac and disrupt their father-son relationship to the point that Isaac couldn’t even live with his father anymore? Because it only says Abraham lived there.

Verse 20 “it was told to Abraham”

Who told him? God? Why do we care about Nahor’s wife and concubine? Why does Abraham need to know this? Why does it even matter that he has a concubine? 

In the next chapter, we’re going to meet Isaac’s wife and see how Isaac ends up after this in contrast to what just took place in this chapter.

I did a longer message on this story as it relates to Jesus in John chapter 3, and if you’d like that deep dive breakdown of how this chapter foreshadows Jesus, you can find that in the video description or on the outdo screen. I’ll see you next time when we look at Genesis 23.

Application Points:
1. Answer God with willing and prompt obedience (Genesis 22:1–3)
Abraham answers, “Here I am,” and rises early to obey. We may not understand every part of God’s direction, but we can make ourselves available to Him and take the next faithful step without needless delay.
2. Trust God’s promise when circumstances seem contradictory (Genesis 22:4–5)
Abraham tells the servants, “We will come back to you.” He cannot see how Isaac’s life and God’s promise will fit together, yet he trusts that God is able to keep His word. Faith rests in God’s character when the outcome is unclear.
3. Move forward believing God will provide (Genesis 22:6–8)
When Isaac asks about the lamb, Abraham answers that God will provide for Himself. Obedience does not require us to know every detail beforehand. We can entrust the unknown need to the God who already sees it.
4. Hold God’s gifts with open hands (Genesis 22:9–12)
Abraham refuses to withhold even the promised son. God’s gifts are precious, but they must never replace God Himself. Surrender means trusting that the Giver is wiser and more faithful than we are.
5. Worship the Provider and become a blessing to others (Genesis 22:13–18)
Abraham receives God’s substitute, names the place “The LORD Will Provide,” and hears again that the nations will be blessed through his offspring. God’s provision should lead us to gratitude, worship, obedience, and participation in His mission to bless others.
Connections to Jesus:
1. The beloved and unique son (Genesis 22:2; Matthew 3:17; John 3:16)
Isaac is Abraham’s beloved, unique son of promise and heir. Jesus is the Father’s beloved and only Son in the fullest sense. Isaac foreshadows the Son whom God would ultimately give for the world.
2. The willing son carries the wood (Genesis 22:6–9; John 10:17–18; 19:17; Philippians 2:8)
Isaac carries the wood for the offering and apparently submits to being bound, even though he is strong enough to carry the load. Jesus willingly carries the cross and lays down His life in obedience; His death is not an accident or defeat.
3. The third-day pattern points toward resurrection (Genesis 22:4–5; Hebrews 11:17–19; 1 Corinthians 15:3–4)
On the third day Abraham reaches the mountain and receives Isaac back from the threat of death. Hebrews calls this a figurative resurrection. Jesus fulfills the pattern by truly dying and rising on the third day.
4. God provides the substitute (Genesis 22:8, 13–14; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 10:10–14)
The ram dies in Isaac’s place. This substitution anticipates Jesus, the Lamb of God, who bears sin in the place of sinners. Unlike repeated animal offerings, Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice completely accomplishes atonement—“It is finished.”
5. God did not spare His Son, and the promised Seed blesses the nations (Genesis 22:12, 15–18; Romans 8:32; Galatians 3:8, 16)
Isaac is spared, but the Father does not spare His own Son. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the promised offspring defeats the true enemies of sin and death and brings Abraham’s blessing to people from every nation.

Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis 22, we see Isaac and Abraham head back, and the next chapter begins to focus more on Isaac after Sarah’s death. And, that will be a fun video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

Supplementary Bible reading plan: 

2 Chronicles 3:1 — Moriah and the temple
Solomon builds the temple on Mount Moriah. This identifies Abraham’s place of sacrifice and provision with the later center of Israel’s sacrificial worship.
Hebrews 11:17–19 — Faith in the God who raises the dead
This is the New Testament’s clearest interpretation of Abraham’s faith in Genesis 22: he reasoned that God was able to raise Isaac, and he received him back figuratively from death
James 2:21–23 — Living faith demonstrated by obedience
James uses Abraham’s offering of Isaac to show that genuine faith does not remain a claim only; it becomes visible and mature through obedient action.
Romans 8:31–32 — God did not spare His own Son
Paul echoes the language of Genesis 22. Isaac was spared, but God gave His own Son for us. Christ’s completed sacrifice becomes the foundation of the believer’s assurance.
Galatians 3:8, 16 — The promised offspring and the nations
Paul explains that the promise of blessing for all nations anticipated the gospel and finds its ultimate fulfillment in Abraham’s offspring—Christ.
5 Reflection Questions

1.  (Genesis 22:1–3)
What do Abraham’s words “Here I am” and his early departure reveal about his posture toward God? Where might God be asking you to take a clear next step of obedience?
2.  (Genesis 22:4–5)
When have God’s promises seemed difficult to reconcile with your circumstances? How can we practice biblical faith without pretending that pain, confusion, or uncertainty is not real?
3.  (Genesis 22:6–8)
Where are you tempted to demand that God show you His provision before you obey? How does the statement “God will provide” speak to that fear or anxiety?
4.  (Genesis 22:9–12)
Is there a gift, dream, relationship, role, or expectation that you are tempted to withhold from God? What would faithful surrender look like in that area?
5.  (Genesis 22:13–18)
How does the ram in Isaac’s place deepen your understanding of Jesus’ substitution for sinners? How should Christ’s finished work move us from striving into gratitude, obedience, and mission?

