
The Light of God | John 8:12-20

*Read John 8:12-20

The first thing we need to connect is John 8:17 with John 3:16-23

John 3:16-23 - The sinful woman NOT being condemned, is God sending HIS light to her

These two sections in John scream Genesis 1-3:
We see God’s attention on the world He’s made (or in the process of creating)
We see God giving His light (His Son)
We see God giving life through His light that shines into the darkness (tree of life)
We see God offering salvation through His Son’s victory over sin and darkness
We see God having a plan to redeem and reconcile the world to Himself by His light
We see the call to believe/obey/trust in God by receiving His provision in faith
We see humans choosing darkness over the light, even through the light/life is available
We see humanity’s evil works, which is primarily rejecting His light and life (Son)
We see humanity’s attempt to hide in the darkness (hiding behind trees in nakedness)
We see God’s invitation to step out of sin, darkness, and hiding, and come into God’s light

What is it about light, that Jesus is claiming about Himself? What characteristics of light is Jesus claiming to embody? We’ll explore this in scripture. 

But, first, what does light do just on a natural level? 
Light promotes life
Light produces growth
Light helps regulate climate and temperature
Light heals and energizes
Light gives vision

So, what does light do on a spiritual level?
Light illuminates
Light brings clarity
Light gives direction
Light brings the life of God, the healing of God, the energy of God, the vision of God

Throughout John’s Gospel, light and darkness are contrasted:
Light is understanding of the truth, illuminating the heart and enlightening spiritual eyes
Darkness is the absence of understanding, vision, clarity, direction, God’s truth and life

John’s Gospel ALONE uses the word light at least 25 times. Its how his gospel opens is with Jesus being the light of God, which parallels the light of creation in Genesis 1

Here’s what John has to say about the light of God (Jesus):
John 1:4 - The life of God is in His Son, which is our light as the light of God
John 1:5 - Jesus overcomes all spiritual darkness
John 1:9 Jesus gives the light and life of God to all who believe and trust in His name
John 3:19 The light (Jesus) coming into the world is both an invitation into the life of God as well as the judgment of God against those who remain in darkness
John 3:20 - Those in darkness NEED to come to the light of God (His Son) for His life
John 9:5 Jesus illuminates the darkness of this world with the radiant light of Heaven
John 12:36 The light of Jesus is something to believe in and trust for the life of God
John 12:36 The light of Jesus transforms us into sons of light that HE was transfigured 
John 12:46 The light of Jesus is the ONLY way out of the darkness we’re held captive to

Here’s what the rest of the Old Testament has to say about this concept of the light:

Genesis 1:3 - God says let there BE light (which is a verb of existence). The Hebrew word means “to be, to become, to happen, or to exist.” The Hebrew is literally “BE LIGHT.”

In this context, God uses light as a tool to divide and separate. Light is sent into the darkness to be a part of God’s method of separation.

Genesis 1:14-18 - These celestial bodies are supposed to reflect the light that is already present. The pre-existing light is reflected by them, not originated in them

Exodus 13:21 - The Lord leads Israel out of the darkness of captivity and slavery to Egypt as a pillar of fire to give them light in the darkness as they escape. This becomes one of the most common images of God rescuing and saving people is by the light of this fire pillar at Exodus

Exodus 25:37 - The light of the lamps in the tabernacle are required for priests to effectively do their spiritual service. They need to see what they’re doing. The lamp stand in the tabernacle is an image of the light of God’s illuminating presence. 

Psalm 4:6 - The light of God’s countenance, face, and favor is a common image of His goodness shining upon His people and radiating for their benefit and life

Psalm 13:3 - God lights up the eyes of every living creature with His animating life energy

Psalm 18:28 - God lights our darkness

Psalm 27:1 - The Lord HIMSELF is the light and salvation of His people. Light is salvation (Jesus is both). They’re attached

Psalm 36:9 - The life of God is His light (Jesus is both)

Psalm 37:6 - The righteousness God brings forth is His light (Jesus is both)

Psalm 43:3 - The truth of God is His light (Jesus is both)

Psalm 104:2 - God covers Himself with light as a garment 

Psalm 119:105 - The light of God is His word that leads us into His very life

Psalm 119:130 - The light of God’s word illuminates the mind and heart to give understanding

Isaiah 2:5 - The light of God is something to walk in through obedience

Isaiah 60:1 - The light of God is the glory of God (Jesus is both)

The light of God in the New Testament:

Ephesians 5:8 We are light now in Christ (our light) and light is a way of life now for us

Ephesians 5:9 Light will produce what is consistent with itself in the life of God’s people

1 Peter 2:9 God has called us into His marvelous light (in His Son)

1 John 1:5 God is light, but Jesus is the light, so Jesus must be God

1 John 1:7 Coming into God’s light (His Son) is to come into fellowship with Him by His Son

Revelation 18:23 God is the light of His people forever more

Revelation 22:5 God is the light of His people forever more 

So, for Jesus to be THE exclusive light means that He ALONE IS:
The righteousness of God
The word of God
The life of God
The salvation of God
The truth of God
The glory of God
The embodiment of God’s name, essence and nature
The way to God

Now, we find ourselves back in John 8:12


The Purpose Of Light | Verse 12 

Having the light of God’s life = following Jesus (Believing in His name)

Walking in darkness is the opposite of having the light of life. Therefore, coming out of darkness through faith is what it means to have God’s light and life.

The Rejection of Light | Verse 13

The Path of Light | Verse 14 

Light here associated with knowledge, coming from God, and going back to God

The fact that they don’t know who Jesus is, where He comes from, where He’s going, is proof that they’re in spiritual darkness, ignorance, and have no spiritual understanding of truth

 The Judgment Of Light | Verse 15-16

This must be a reference back to the woman who wasn’t condemned though Jesus could’ve

The fact that Jesus’ judgment is the Father’s judgment, shows His union with the Father

Light testifies of/witnesses to what it originates from, and Jesus testifies of the Father as the Father validates the Son through His miracles, word, and resurrection

 The Testimony of Light | Verse 17-18

This must be a reference back to Verse 5 where they accuse Jesus with The Law of Moses

 The Knowledge of Light | Verse 19-20

The incredible union of the Father and Son is here. One singular mind, nature, name etc

Jesus will later say I and the Father are one. You can’t have one without the other

These religious leaders are those who:
3:20-21 don’t do what is true
4:23 don’t worship in spirit and truth
5:38 don’t have His word abiding 
5:40 those refuse to come to Jesus
5:46-47 don’t believe Moses 
6:45 are not taught by the Father

This all takes place in the treasury where the people bring their monetary offerings and gifts to put into the offering box to support the maintenance of temple and service of priests.

This is where gold, silver, precious valuables dedicated to God are stored throughout OT

Luke 16:14 - Many Pharisees and religious leaders were lovers of money

Matthew 6:19-24 - This might be the connection between light, treasure, and temple


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
John 8:12-20 — The Light of God
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Jesus as the light who gives life and direction shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:12)
2. How does following Jesus rather than walking in darkness shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:12)
3. How does coming into the light instead of hiding shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 3:20-21)
4. How does Jesus revealing the Father shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 8:19)
5. How does living as people who have received God’s light shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (Ephesians 5:8-9)
PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Where do I most need to respond personally to Jesus as the light who gives life and direction? (John 8:12)
2. What assumption, fear, habit, or desire could keep me from embracing following Jesus rather than walking in darkness? (John 8:12)
3. How clearly is this reality shaping my life: coming into the light instead of hiding? (John 3:20-21)
4. What would change this week if I took seriously Jesus revealing the Father? (John 8:19)
5. What specific step can I take to grow in living as people who have received God’s light? (Ephesians 5:8-9)
APPLICATION POINTS
1. Build your life around Jesus as the light who gives life and direction. (John 8:12)
2. Practice following Jesus rather than walking in darkness. (John 8:12)
3. Respond faithfully to coming into the light instead of hiding. (John 3:20-21)
4. Keep returning to Jesus revealing the Father. (John 8:19)
5. Let your choices reflect living as people who have received God’s light. (Ephesians 5:8-9)
CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Genesis 1:3-5 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus as the light who gives life and direction and helps place John 8:12 within the wider biblical story.
2. Psalm 119:105,130 — This passage develops the theme of following Jesus rather than walking in darkness and helps place John 8:12 within the wider biblical story.
3. 1 John 1:5-7 — This passage develops the theme of coming into the light instead of hiding and helps place John 3:20-21 within the wider biblical story.
4. Psalm 27:1 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus revealing the Father and helps place John 8:19 within the wider biblical story.
5. Ephesians 5:8-9 — This passage develops the theme of living as people who have received God’s light and helps place Ephesians 5:8-9 within the wider biblical story.

