

1. Born Again Believers Are Sanctified

The Greek word for sanctify “hag-ee-ad-zo” means to make holy or to consecrate, or to set apart as hallowed or sacred, or to purify or make holy. It involves the separation from the profane and corrupted, unclean, to be dedicated unto God

The Hebrew word for sanctify is “kaw-dash” which means to consecrate, set apart, separate or distinguish

Sanctification always involves setting something apart FOR A SPECIAL PURPOSE UNTO GOD

God Is Sanctified and Treated Holy

God is sanctified and He is to be sanctified by people (treated as holy) (Deuteronomy 32:51, Exodus 36:23)

Certain Locations Are Sanctified

Locations are sanctified: set apart from other locations by the presence of God who makes a location holy by His very holy presence which marks that place as uniquely different from other spaces. These are sacred spaces such as:
Bethel is sanctified by Jacob in Genesis 28:16-19
Mt. Sinai is sanctified by the people and then purified by the refining fire of God’s presence (Exodus 19:23) also in Exodus 3:5 God deems it to be holy ground
Sacrificial altar of the tabernacle is purified by the animal sacrifice blood (Exodus 29:36-37, Leviticus 8:15, 21:8)
Tent of Meeting (Exodus 29:44) is purified by animal sacrifice blood (Hebrews 9:21)
Joshua is standing on holy ground in Joshua 5:15
The Temple of Solomon (1 Kings 9:3)

In many cases, before God sanctifies (sets apart), there is a cleansing/purification required in order for that to be DEEMED sanctified and then consequently to function AS sanctified for the purpose God assigns it

The Nation of Israel Is Sanctified

Israel is sanctified: pulled away and separated from what the other nations (Egypt at the Exodus as well as the surrounding nations) to be a holy nation unto God (The Red Sea and Exodus 24:8)

The Israelite Priests Are Sanctified

The Priests are sanctified: distinguished from the common people of Israel for sacred responsibilities. Separated by God from the rest of Israel for a unique purpose (Exodus 28:3, 41) 

The Sabbath Day and Feast Days Are Sanctified

The Sabbath Day is sanctified: set apart from the other 6 days of the week to be holy unto God (GENESIS 2:3, EXODUS 20:11)

Certain Calendar Days: Israel’s feasts are sacred times for the people of Israel to regard those days as uniquely different from other days (Exodus 20:8)

Priestly Vessels In The Tabernacle Are Sanctified

Vessels and Instruments used in worship: the priestly vessels inside and outside the tabernacle were purified in blood and washed (Hebrews 9:21)

The instruments and vessels used in the tabernacle for the priestly service are so holy, when Israel packs up to leave places, there are special instructions and requirements for how to handle the holy instruments, especially the ark of the covenant

God Ultimately Sanctifies And Declares Something To Be Sanctified

Exodus 31:13 - “You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you.

Leviticus 21:8 - You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I, the LORD, who sanctify you, am holy.

Believers in Christ Are Sanctified

1 Corinthians 1:2 - To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

1 Corinthians 6:11 - And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Ephesians 5:26 - that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

Hebrews 3:12 - So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.

John 17:17-19 - Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

Acts 20:32 - And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who

Acts 26:18 - to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

Hebrews 10:10 - And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Hebrews 10:14 - For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 - Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.





2. Born Again Believers Are Holy

Greek word for holy “Ha-gee-os” means: Uniquely different, set apart (BY, or FOR God), distinct from other things, otherly, sacred

In a moral sense, the word means “pure, sinless, blameless, upright, without blemish”

The Hebrew word for holy “Qa-dosh” means: set apart, sacred, and in a moral sense means: separate from impurity, sin, or infirmity

God Is Holy But He Makes Us Holy

Isaiah 6:3 - And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!

Revelation 4:8 - And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”

God’s Spirit Makes Us Holy Because His Presence Sanctifies A Place

Ephesians 1:13-14 - In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

1 Corinthians 6:19 - 

Ephesians 2:21 - 

We Are Declared Holy By God For A Purpose

1 Peter 2:4-5 - As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Colossians 1:21-22 - And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him

Colossians 3:12 - Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,

Ephesians 1:3-4 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him

Ephesians 5:25-27 - Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.


3. Born Again Believers Are Called To Live Holy

2 Timothy 2:21 - Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.

1 Peter 1:14-16 - As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”



SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
CHILDREN OF GOD | EPISODE 3 — SANCTIFIED & HOLY

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What does it mean biblically for something or someone to be sanctified or set apart?
2. How do holy places, priests, days, and vessels in the Old Testament help explain what it means for believers to be sanctified?
3. Why is it important that God is the One who sanctifies His people? (Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 21:8)
4. How do Jesus’ blood, God’s Word, the Spirit, and faith relate to our sanctification?
5. If believers are already called holy, why are they still commanded to live holy lives? (1 Peter 1:14-16)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Do I see holiness mainly as restriction, or as being set apart for God’s special purpose?
2. What part of my life is least consistent with being set apart for God?
3. Do I believe Christ’s sacrifice has truly sanctified me, or do I continually try to earn a holy status?
4. How does the Holy Spirit’s presence change the way I should treat my body, relationships, and daily choices?
5. What would it look like to be a vessel ready for honorable use this week?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Receive sanctification as something accomplished through Christ. Hebrews 10:10, 14
2. Treat yourself as belonging to God for His purposes. 1 Corinthians 6:11, 19-20
3. Let God’s truth continually shape and cleanse your life. John 17:17
4. Put away former passions because you are called to holiness. 1 Peter 1:14-16
5. Make yourself available for honorable use and good works. 2 Timothy 2:21

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 — God’s will for His people includes practical sanctification, especially in bodily holiness.
2. Romans 6:19-22 — Freedom from sin leads to sanctification and ultimately eternal life.
3. 2 Corinthians 7:1 — God’s promises motivate believers to cleanse themselves and bring holiness to completion.
4. Hebrews 12:10-14 — God disciplines His children so they may share His holiness.
5. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 — God Himself is faithful to sanctify His people completely.

