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Pain points being addressed: 
Sometimes we suffer from abusive, spiritual leadership
Sometimes we give up on God and His church, because people are just so corrupt 
Sometimes we suffer spiritual wounds that we feel we may never heal from
Sometimes we suffer spiritual trauma that leaves us disoriented, and frustrated with God
Sometimes we grow cynical and mistrusting of any spiritual leadership in the church

Why they need to hear this:
God will never fail us, even though humanity will
God is not always accurately represented by those who hold authority in His church
God can heal every one of your wounds and bring you into true, spiritual healing 
God can redeem your story and bring you under healthy, life-giving leadership
God will shepherd you perfectly when people fail you. He is NOT His people.

On the back-end of this sermon we have Hanukkah or the Festival of Lights, and on the front-end this, we have blindness and light shining to give spiritual sight. Both ends involve light.

The Context and Macro-Narrative:
There has been an ongoing conversation about who Jesus is since John Chapter 1
Jesus claimed to be there light of the world
Jesus defended the adulterous woman
Jesus claimed to be before Abraham and the One who Abraham looked forward to seeing
Jesus said they need to believe to be set free from their sin

Key Themes In Chapter 9:
Son of Man
Judgment (as light)
Willful, spiritual Blindness (unbelief)
Faith (sight)
Worship

The last thing Jesus said was “your guilt remains because you claim to see when you’re blind.” They know who Jesus is and the power He functions in, but they refuse to admit/believe it

This provides the context for everything Jesus is about to say in this Shepherd illustration

*Read John 10:1-21*

The concept of a Shepherd, without getting to deep in the weeds emphasizes:
Gathering and leading the sheep to food, water, protection, and care
Keeping the flock, caring and defending, feeding, watering, loving the sheep

God is the ultimate, overseeing Shepherd of His people who hires smaller shepherds:
Psalm 23:1 - The Lord (God fed, watered, cared for, protected, provided in the wilderness)
Isaiah 40:10-11 - God rescues His people like a perfect Shepherd
Jeremiah 31:10 - God will shepherd and gather His people
Ezekiel 34:10-15 - God will rescue and shepherd His people HIMSELF
Ezekiel 34:23, 37:24 - God will appoint one shepherd 
Micah 5:2-4 The coming future shepherd (Jesus)

This idea of coming out and going in with a Shepherd over Israel:
Numbers 27:15-23 - Joshua is appointed to be Israel’s new Shepherd
2 Samuel 5:1-2 - David as the King shepherds Israel
2 Samuel 7:7 - Judges played a role in shepherding the flock of Israel
Isaiah 44:28 - King Cyrus of Persia is God’s Shepherd (instrument of gathering the flocks). Cyrus allowed the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuilt their temple and Cyrus commanded the sacred vessels of the temple be returned to Yahweh’s temple. Cyrus funded the reconstruction and restoration of the temple

The idea of Israel being like Sheep without a Shepherd (guidance, care, teaching):
1 Kings 22:17 - Micaiah sees a vision of Israel’s armies destroyed
Ezekiel 34:5, 8 - Prophets and priests aren’t shepherding Israel
Zechariah 10:2-3 - Israel lacks prophetic guidance and instruction, no shepherd
Matthew 9:36, Mark 6:34 - Jesus sees the crowds as sheep without a Shepherd
Isaiah 56:10 - Israel’s shepherds lack understanding turned away from wisdom, and became like mindless animals 
Jeremiah 2:8 - The Shepherds transgressed the commands of God
Jeremiah 10:21 - The Shepherds are stupid and don’t inquire of God, hate His counsel
Jeremiah 12:10 - These Shepherds have destroyed God’s vineyard, ruined, defiled it
Jeremiah 23:1 - These evil shepherds destroy and scatter the sheep of God, not gather
Jeremiah 50:6 - Israel’s shepherds are leading God’s people astray
Ezekiel 34:2 - Shepherds feed off the sheep instead of feeding the sheep
Ezekiel 34:10 - The Shepherds turned to eat the sheep. God must rescue Israel from them
Zechariah 11:17 - Deserting, worthless, weak, blind shepherds (like blind guides John 9)

Jeremiah has the most statements about the shepherds of Israel

Jesus is the true Shepherd of God’s people:
1 Peter 2:25 - Jesus is the overseer of our souls
1 Peter 5:4 - Jesus is the chief Shepherd
Revelation 7:17 - Jesus guides us to springs of living water (Pool of Siloam, Samaritan girl)

For Jesus, to be the Shepherd of His people means that:
He is the new and better Moses (Prophet) and the better Joshua (Warrior) to lead Israel
He is the better David (King)
He is the better Judge who properly judges Israel 
He is the better prophet and priest that instructs them in true holiness and righteousness 
He is God’s ultimate, appointed One to gather the flocks, purify what’s been corrupted and defiled (the holy vessels of God), and rebuild a new temple, paying for it with HIS LIFE
He is picking up the slack of the current priests, prophets, and teachers of His day
He is stepping into care for Israel, feed, give water, and protect like we see in John 6-8

*Read John 10:1-21*

The Shepherd Analogy (Verse 1-5)

In this analogy we have several components:
Thieves and Robbers —> Blind Guides (Prophets, teachers, priests etc)
Sheepfold —> The Kingdom
The Sheep —> Believing Israel
Door —> Jesus
Shepherd —> Jesus
Gatekeeper —> God or The Law or Both
Familiar Voice vs. Unfamiliar Voice —> God vs. Serpent

This screams Genesis 3:22-24:
Thief or Robber —> The Serpent (Presenting a false way to attain something)
Sheepfold —> The Garden of Eden
The Sheep —> Adam and Eve
Door —> The Way Back To The Tree of Life
Shepherd —> God
Gatekeeper —> Cherubim and Flaming Sword
Familiar Voice vs. Unfamiliar Voice —> God vs. Serpent (Gen. 3:17)
 
This brings us back to John 9:41. Why are they guilty? Because they are knowingly playing the role of the serpent by keeping people from life according to Matthew 23:13-15 which is all about the blind guides of Israel leading people away from life into destruction

This is all about knowing the voice of the Shepherd. The blind man couldn’t see, but he recognized Jesus as being consistent with the voice of God, not contradictory. 

The Analogy Explained (Verse 7-10)

Everyone who came before Jesus claiming to be the door was a liar, a thief and a robber

Jesus is claiming to be what the door of Noah’s ark represented, the way into salvation

Jesus is speaking of abundance, salvation, and safety, which only HE can offer from God

The Difference Between Jesus and All Others (Verse 11-18)

Verse 11-13: Jesus cares for the sheep enough to give up His life to rescue them from the jaws of death eternally, once and for all

Verse 14-15: Jesus intimately and experientially knows His own by name in relationship to the same degree the Father knows Him

Verse 16: Jesus is a unifying voice, gathering, not scattering. Listening to Jesus’ voice is the way into life vs. listening to the voice of the serpent is the way into death

Verse 17-18: Jesus willingly lays down His life to resurrect. He has authority to lay down His life and rise again from the dead

The Division The Shepherd Makes (Verse 19-21)

Once again, Jesus’ words cause division, between those who see and those who don’t

Some listen to Jesus and others refuse to hear His words like in John 6 they couldn’t handle it

They accuse Jesus of having a demon, the way they did in John 7-8 and Matthew 12 

The Significance of Hanukkah:
Celebrating Judas Macabees’ victory in re-claiming the temple from the Seleucid Empire, who desecrated the temple with their pagan ways
Celebrating spiritual reformation and freedom and the miracle of the oil that lasted 8 days
Revolting against paganism and anti-Torah-ism 
Victory in battle over their enemies
Gaining back the second temple and re-dedicating it 
Purifying and cleansing the altar and the temple 
Mourning and lamenting over the condition of the temple
Building a new altar with new sacrifices to God
An 8 day celebration based on the oil that burned for 8 days in the temple menorah 
Choosing blameless priests to pull down the altar of sacrifice that has become defiled
Heap of stones from the old altar await direction from a prophet
Placing bread on the table and light in the temple for priestly service

The Connection Between John 10 and  Hanukkah:
Thieves and robbers desecrating the temple and people of God with paganism and sin
Those who don’t belong, entering in to corrupt God’s people
Those sheep who refuse to follow Antiochus Epiphanes evil and sin, but they listen to God
Those who come to steal, kill, and destroy God’s people for following Torah and they intend to lead Israel into disobedience and destruction
The fake priests and shepherds of the day, give in to paganism and run from any threats
Jesus, as the true light of the world comes to shine into the darkness and be the true light of new creation (the 8th day) like is seen in Hanukkah
Jesus will triumph over the ultimate thief and head of spiritual darkness
Jesus will purify and cleanse the temple of God in John 2 and offer true, spiritual sacrifices
Jesus builds a new spiritual altar from which a spiritual priesthood brings sacrifices to God
Jesus brings the 8th day new creation light and celebration of God’s life and victory
Jesus builds and sanctifies a spiritual temple of people from a remnant leftover by the rubble of the soon-to-be destroyed physical temple
Jesus offers the true spiritual bread and life of God to His people to feed us

Reflection Questions:

In what ways have you been negatively affected by poor leadership in the church, and how has God brought you through that?

How should we deal with poor leadership in the church? How have you done this?

How can we develop such a strong relationship with God, that we aren’t disoriented by those who misrepresent Him?

What does it mean that Jesus is THE Good Shepherd? And, do you look to Him as such?

What does it mean that Jesus is your Shepherd? How have you experienced this truth in your life?


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
John 10:1-21 — The True Good Shepherd
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Jesus as the Shepherd who perfectly cares for His sheep shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 10:11-15)
2. How does Jesus as the door into salvation and abundant life shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 10:7-10)
3. How does recognizing the Shepherd’s voice shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 10:3-5)
4. How does Jesus willingly laying down His life shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 10:11,17-18)
5. How does Jesus gathering one flock shape the way we understand and respond to this passage? (John 10:16)
PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Where do I most need to respond personally to Jesus as the Shepherd who perfectly cares for His sheep? (John 10:11-15)
2. What assumption, fear, habit, or desire could keep me from embracing Jesus as the door into salvation and abundant life? (John 10:7-10)
3. How clearly is this reality shaping my life: recognizing the Shepherd’s voice? (John 10:3-5)
4. What would change this week if I took seriously Jesus willingly laying down His life? (John 10:11,17-18)
5. What specific step can I take to grow in Jesus gathering one flock? (John 10:16)
APPLICATION POINTS
1. Build your life around Jesus as the Shepherd who perfectly cares for His sheep. (John 10:11-15)
2. Practice Jesus as the door into salvation and abundant life. (John 10:7-10)
3. Respond faithfully to recognizing the Shepherd’s voice. (John 10:3-5)
4. Keep returning to Jesus willingly laying down His life. (John 10:11,17-18)
5. Let your choices reflect Jesus gathering one flock. (John 10:16)
CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Ezekiel 34:10-15 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus as the Shepherd who perfectly cares for His sheep and helps place John 10:11-15 within the wider biblical story.
2. Genesis 3:22-24 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus as the door into salvation and abundant life and helps place John 10:7-10 within the wider biblical story.
3. Psalm 23:1-4 — This passage develops the theme of recognizing the Shepherd’s voice and helps place John 10:3-5 within the wider biblical story.
4. Isaiah 53:6 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus willingly laying down His life and helps place John 10:11,17-18 within the wider biblical story.
5. Ephesians 2:13-18 — This passage develops the theme of Jesus gathering one flock and helps place John 10:16 within the wider biblical story.

