
To say you’re a sinner doesn’t magnify gods grace. It actually minimizes it because you are not a sinner anymore. You are a child of God. To say you were a sinner and you are now a child of God exalt his glory and grace more. 
Zac
You can detach the sinner part from the saved by grace part. I don’t have to say I am a sinner to say that I am saved by grace. I am not a sinner anymore, but I am saved by grace. I used to be a sinner 

Stop saying you’re a sinner because that is to identify with your sin and make a sin easier for you to live in because he you’re just a sinner. Paul in Romans tells us we are not of the flesh anymore. We are of the spirit that is speaking to our nature and new identity. 

Romans 7:5, 14, 18

Romans 8:5, 8-9 - But Paul in Romans tells us we are not of the flesh anymore. We are of the spirit that is speaking to our nature and new identity. 

1. Born Again Believers Are NOT Sinners

The word for “sinner” literally means “a sinful one, depraved one, detestable one, wicked one, one who is not free from sin.

Genesis 13:13 - The men of Sodom are great sinners against the Lord
1 Samuel 15:18 - King Saul is told to devote the sinners (Amalekites) to destruction
Proverbs 11:31 - Sinner is distinct from the righteous
Proverbs 14:21 - The blessed vs. the sinner
Ecclesiastes 7:26 - the sinner vs. the blessed one who pleases the Lord
Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 - The sinner is contrasted with the one who fears God
Ecclesiastes 9:2 - The sinner is different from the one who is good (not does good)
Isaiah 1:28 - Sinners are rebels that forsake the Lord and get consumed
Isaiah 13:9 - Sinners are destroyed from the earth while there righteous inherit it
Isaiah 33:14 - Sinners are those who are godless, and they are even within Jerusalem
Isaiah 65:20 - The sinner is accursed
Psalm 1:5 - sinners are distinguished from the righteous 
Psalm 26:9, 104:35 - sinners are condemned and judged
Psalms 25:8, 51:13 - Sinners need to be instructed on the way and turn to the Lord
Psalm 104:35 - Sinners are consumed from the earth, as the wicked that don’t bless God
Matthew 9:13 - Jesus came to call sinners to repentance, not the righteous
Matthew 26:45 - Jesus is betrayed into the hands of sinners
Luke 7:36-39 - The woman is identified with and known for her sin
Luke 5:32 - Jesus calls sinners to repentance
Luke 6:32 - Even sinners are said to love those who love them making them no different than disciples who only love those who love them
Luke 15:7-10 - A sinner is one who needs to repent. Prior to faith they’re sinners
Luke 18:13 - Tax collector (as a sinner) cries out for mercy and forgiveness and LEAVES justified after crying out for mercy and becoming righteous by faith
Luke 19:7 - Jesus goes to be with a notable sinner (Zacheus)
John 9:31 - God doesn’t listen to sinners
John 9:16, 24, 25 - Jesus and the blind man are accused as sinners
Romans 3:7 - Sinners are those who are condemned and under God’s wrath and judgment
1 Peter 4:17-18 - Sinners are those who don’t obey, believe, and are ungodly in God’s eyes
Romans 5:8 - While we were STILL sinners which implies we ARE NOT anymore
1 Timothy 1:9 - The law is laid down for the ungodly sinners, who are disobedient
1 Timothy 1:15 - Christ came into the world to save sinners, and Paul says he is the foremost of those sinners
Hebrews 7:26 - Jesus is separated from sinners
James 4:8 - Sinners are told to humble themselves, draw near to God, cleanse their hands and purify their hearts
James 5:20 - Believers bring back a sinner fro his wandering 
Jude 1:15 - Sinners are those who are ungodly (without God)

Over 70 times the word sinner is used in the old and new testament and it NEVER refers to one who believes, one who is righteous or one who belongs to Yahweh.

The closest you can find is in Amos 9:10 which speaks of sinners within the nation of Israel (God’s people)
James 4:8 - Cleanse your hands you sinners
James 5:20 - James talks about the believers bringing back a sinner

A sinner is not just someone who sins but someone who has a condition or a deep spiritual disease called sin, which touches their very nature. They’re considered unrighteous, and unbelieving. This is not a person being identified with a momentary failure or sin.

Even in 1 Corinthians, these carnal Christians of Corinth aren’t called sinners but carnal believers
2. Born Again Believers Are Forgiven

We are Cleansed of ALL Sin

1 John 1:7-9 - But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1 John 2:1 - He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

God’s Forgiveness IS According to His ENDLESS Grace

Ephesians 1:7 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace

God Won’t Count Sin Against Those Who Are Forgiven

Romans 4:7-8 - Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

God Will Remember Our Sins No More

Hebrews 8:7-12 - For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.
For he finds fault with them when he says:
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah,
not like the covenant that I made with their fathers
on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.
For they did not continue in my covenant,
and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws into their minds,
and write them on their hearts,
and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest.
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,
and I will remember their sins no more.”

God’s Forgiveness Is Perfect and Complete To The Fullest

Hebrews 7:23-25 - The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

Hebrews 9:11-14 -  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

Hebrews 9:23-26 -  Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Hebrews 10:10-14 -  And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

3. Born Again Believers Are Righteous

Matthew 3:15 - But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented

Romans 8:3-4 - For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit

2 Corinthians 5:21 -For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Romans 5:19 - For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,

Ephesians 4:24 - and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you

Ephesians 6:14 - Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness



SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
CHILDREN OF GOD | EPISODE 4 — FORGIVEN & RIGHTEOUS

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the difference between committing sin and making “sinner” the defining identity of a born-again believer?
2. How does complete forgiveness through Christ change the way we respond when we sin? (1 John 1:7-9)
3. What does it mean that God will not count sin against the forgiven person? (Romans 4:7-8)
4. Why is Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice central to confidence in complete forgiveness? (Hebrews 9–10)
5. How does Scripture move from our former condition as sinners to our new standing as righteous in Christ? (Romans 5:8, 19; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. When I fail, what name do I instinctively give myself?
2. Do I really believe Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient to cleanse my conscience, or do I keep trying to punish myself?
3. Is there a forgiven sin that I continue allowing to define me?
4. How would seeing myself as righteous in Christ affect my fight against sin?
5. Am I using grace as permission to sin, or as freedom to live according to my new identity?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Confess sin without making sin your identity. 1 John 1:7-9
2. Rest in the completeness of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice. Hebrews 10:10-14
3. Refuse to carry guilt God no longer counts against you. Romans 4:7-8
4. Think of yourself according to the Spirit and your new nature in Christ. Romans 8:5-9
5. Put on the righteous new self in everyday conduct. Ephesians 4:24

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Zechariah 3:1-5 — God removes filthy garments and clothes His servant with clean garments.
2. Psalm 103:8-12 — God removes the transgressions of His people as far as east is from west.
3. Micah 7:18-19 — God delights in steadfast love and casts sins into the depths of the sea.
4. Colossians 2:13-14 — God forgives trespasses and cancels the record of debt against us.
5. Philippians 3:8-9 — The believer’s righteousness is not self-produced but received through faith in Christ.

