
The Love of God | Defining Love

Intro: Many Christians don’t know how to be loved by God because they don’t even know the definition of real love. We’ve been sold a lie by the culture. We’ve been raised to think about love wrongly. So, when we try to be loved by God and walk in love, it doesn’t work.

Be loved (let Him love you). Be loved (live as someone loved by God). 

Beloved - One who is deeply, divinely loved by God. Esteemed, favored, chosen, dear one. One who has a personal, intimate experience of God’s love for them and is in the love of God

Episode #1 - We Are Beloved

Episode #2 - Living As Beloved

Episode #3 - The Love of God in Scripture

Episode #4 - Why and How God Loves His Children Differently Than The World

God Loves By Saving: Salvation Is Greatest Way God Loves

Deuteronomy 4:37 - And because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and brought you out of Egypt with his own presence, by his great power,

Psalm 18:50 - Great salvation he brings to his king, and shows steadfast love to his anointed, to David and his offspring forever.

Psalm 44:26 - Rise up; come to our help! Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!

Psalm 85:7 - Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.

Revelation 1:5-6 - To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

God Loves By Forgiving Mercifully

Isaiah 38:17 - Behold, it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; but in love you have delivered my life from the pit of destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind your back.

Psalm 51:1 - Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

God Loves Despite Us, Not Because of Us

Deuteronomy 7:6-11 - For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.

God Loves By Caring And Giving Justice

Deuteronomy 10:18 - He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing

God Loves By Defending & Blessing

Deuteronomy 23:5 - But the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam; instead the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loved you.

God Loves By Correcting, Exposing And Training

Proverbs 3:12 - for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.

Mark 10:21 - And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Hebrews 12:6 - For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”

Revelation 3:19 - Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.

God Loves By Revealing And Giving Understanding 

Daniel 9:23 - At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.

Daniel 10:11 - And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling.

God Loves By Comforting and Strengthening (Giving Hope)

Daniel 10:19 - And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.” And as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”

2 Thessalonians 2:16 - Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,

God Loves By Sparing From Disaster

Jonah 4:2 - And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.

God Loves By Transforming and Purifying

Ephesians 2:4-5 - "But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved."

God's love for us is transformative, which means that it has the power to change us from the inside out. It is a love that can take us from a state of spiritual death and bring us to life in Christ. This transformation is not something we can achieve on our own, but it is a gift that God gives to us out of His own love and mercy.

God’s Love Is Everlasting

Isaiah 54:8-10 - In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.

Jeremiah 31:3 - "The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: 'I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.'"

Lamentations 3:22-23 - The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

God’s Love Is Enduring And Faithful

Psalm 136:1 - "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever."

God's love for us is enduring, which means that it is not affected by the passing of time or the changing of circumstances. It is a love that remains constant and consistent, even in the midst of our struggles and difficulties. We can always count on God's love to be with us, no matter what.

Ezra 9:9 - For we are slaves. Yet our God has not forsaken us in our slavery, but has extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to grant us some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us protection in Judea and Jerusalem.

Romans 8:36-39 - "For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

God's love for us is unbreakable, which means that nothing can separate us from it. It is a love that is stronger than any obstacle or challenge we might face. Even if we feel like we have drifted away from God, His love is always there, waiting for us to turn back to Him.

God’s Love Is Sacrificial and Self-Giving

Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Ephesians 5:2 - And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

1 John 3:16-17 - By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?

Ephesians 5:25-26 - Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

God’s Love Is Reliable and Dependable

1 John 4:16 - "And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them."

God's love for us is the essence of His being, which means that it is not just something He does, but it is who He is. It is a love that we can rely on and trust in. When we live in love, we are living in God, and He is living in us. This is the ultimate expression of the everlasting love of God.

God’s Love Initiates And Duplicates Itself In Us

1 John 4:7-11, 19

God Loves By Choosing Uniquely

Psalm 47:4

Psalm 78:68

Psalm 146:8 - God choosing is part of God loving

The Characteristics of God’s Love

1 Corinthians 13:3-8 - If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
BELOVED | EPISODE 3 — THE LOVE OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Scripture show God’s love through concrete actions such as saving, forgiving, defending, correcting, revealing, strengthening, and transforming?
2. Why is salvation such a central expression of God’s love? (Deuteronomy 4:37; Revelation 1:5-6)
3. What does Deuteronomy 7:6-11 teach about God loving His people because He loves them rather than because they first made themselves impressive or worthy?
4. Why are correction and discipline genuine expressions of love rather than contradictions of love? (Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6; Revelation 3:19)
5. How does Jesus’ self-giving death provide the clearest definition and pattern of divine love? (Galatians 2:20; 1 John 3:16)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Which expression of God’s love is easiest for me to receive: comfort, forgiveness, blessing, correction, transformation, or sacrifice? Which is hardest?
2. Do I subconsciously believe God loves me because of something desirable in me rather than because love originates in Him?
3. Where might God’s correction currently be an expression of His fatherly love toward me?
4. When circumstances change, do I treat God’s love as equally changeable?
5. How should Christ’s sacrificial love change the way I respond when another person has a genuine need?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Learn to recognize God’s love by what He does, not merely by what you feel. Psalm 44:26; Isaiah 38:17
2. Receive correction as one expression of a Father who loves His children. Hebrews 12:5-6
3. Rely on God’s love when circumstances are unstable. 1 John 4:16; Romans 8:38-39
4. Let God’s sacrificial love reproduce itself through your treatment of others. 1 John 3:16-17
5. Regularly give thanks for the steadfast love that continues through every season. Psalm 136:1; Lamentations 3:22-23

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Hosea 11:1-4 — God describes His tender covenant love in drawing, teaching, healing, and caring for His people.
2. Titus 3:3-7 — God’s goodness and loving kindness appear in salvation that is grounded in mercy rather than our righteous works.
3. Romans 5:6-11 — God demonstrates love by Christ dying for sinners and enemies and reconciling them to Himself.
4. Luke 15:20-24 — The father’s compassion toward the returning son vividly portrays welcoming, restorative love.
5. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 — Love’s patience, kindness, endurance, and commitment to truth provide a practical description of love’s character.

