		 of 
Why God’s Covenant With Abram Involved A Smoking Pot & Flaming Torch | Genesis 15

In Genesis 15, God gives Abram a vision of the future, and we have to ask why. He tells Abraham that his descendants will be slaves, but God will set them free. He never names Egypt as the oppressor, but we know it is Egypt. As God is unveiling this daunting future, a smoking fire pot and a torch pass through an animal sacrifice. But, what is the significance? What’s really happening in this passage? And, why is Abraham given righteousness by God in THIS moment?  In this video, we’re going to unpack X key observations in this passage that will help us answer these questions and understand the deeper message. This is going to be a longer study but its necessary, and you’ll see why. Let’s jump into Genesis 15 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 15. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 15*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at scripturecreatures.com

To briefly summarize, God meets Abram in his discouragement, and makes a covenant with Abram. He promises Abram land, descendants, and a future. Abram believes God and God shows Abram what must happen before Israel possesses the promised land.

Verse 1 “the word of the Lord came to Abram”

Were these previous events prerequisites to God bringing this word here and now to Abraham, or would God have brought this word no matter what transpired beforehand? In other words, was this interaction somewhat conditioned upon Abraham doing what he did?

8:11 1. God’s Word Appears? Is the word of the Lord merely being conveyed in a vision, or is the word of the Lord an active agent (personal being? that declares the message of God to Abram?

If this vision is merely another way God delivers His message, then what exactly is Abram seeing? The scripture doesn’t explicitly say what He’s seeing, it just says what He’s hearing. 

Why do we have no record of God coming to Abram in a vision yet? Why does He choose to interact with Abram in this way, right now?

This is just like when God came to Abraham the last time Abraham gave up Lot in chapter 13 when he let his nephew have the best of the land

This is the first time the word of the Lord comes to Abraham in a vision but we will see God appears to him in chapter 12 and 17 and 18, but in those cases, it does not say the word of the Lord appears, but rather that God appears and then speaks, which could be just another way of talking about what is happening here in verse one. 

Verse 1 “fear not”

10:23 2. I Am Your Shield The fact that God tells Abraham not to fear also implies that Abraham is tempted to or is even dealing with fear. This probably relates to the protection that he needs. Maybe Abraham is afraid of dying childless and not seeing a child come to Pass just like God said what happen.

Verse 1 “I am your shield”

When God tells Abraham that he is his shield, this assumes that God is protecting Abram from something. But what does Abraham need protection from? Enemies?

It seems as though, God promises to be Abram’s shield, by defending Abram from whatever he’s tempted to be afraid of. God is a shield for Abram in the midst of his possible fears.

Remember, that God just helped Abram win a battle with some pagan kings. God was his shield, but defending his life.

Verse 1 “your reward shall be very great”

And, we know that whatever Abram is concerned with is clearly spelled out in the next verse, when Abram speaks of having no heir. He’s childless. And, that’s his concern right now.

Remember, Abram chose to let his nephew Lot go back to Sodom. Lot could’ve been a way for Abram to secure his future. Lot was his closest relative, and could’ve been a surrogate progenitor for Abram’s offspring so Abram could have descendants via his nephew Lot.


12:44 3. Abraham’s Reward Even while Abram remains childless, he has what he needs in God and His word

So, considering what Abram just gave up, God comes to Abram and reassures him that he will have a child, and it won’t be through any human authority, power or kingdom, and it won’t be through Lot, or any close relatives, but it will come by the power and promise of God.

It seems as though, Abram is wrestling with whether or not he’ll receive any reward from his continued faithfulness to God. And, God assures Abram, that his reward will be very great.

Another reasonable way of looking at this is God is saying HE is Abram’s great reward. This is consistent with the fact that HE is Abram’s shield. He’s not only Abram’s defense, but treasure

We see a similar statement made to Abraham in Genesis 22 when God tells Abram twice that he’s going to have offspring and blessing BECAUSE he obeyed God’s voice and did what God said.

It seems as though the reward is for Abram taking refuge in God as his shield by trusting in Him and His words

There seems to be a connection to God shielding His people and God rewarding His people who confide in Him as their refuge, and possibly the reward is at least guaranteed protection

And God says that his reward will be great which means Abraham still has to wait. Remember Abraham just gave up rewards and the spoils of war because it was God‘s victory. He knows he could not have done that so he doesn’t claim the rewards of the victory that God gave him. He even gives up his nephew again and allows him to return to where he was living

Verse 2 “I continue childless”

14:40 4. The Real Problem This seems to be a lasting disappointment for Abram that he can’t quite shake no matter what circumstances improve. The elephant in the room, the thorn in his side, is barrenness

Abram has an heir, but no child. The fact that he continues childless, means God hasn’t changed his circumstances, though God promised a child would eventually come.

Abram’s focus is on his barrenness, rather than what God has spoken and promised.

We know that a child is on Abraham‘s mind because Abraham just wants a son. He doesn’t want more stuff or money or possessions.

Abraham has decided that currently his highest servant is going to inherit everything he has. Abraham has concluded this is what is going to happen but God has a different plan. And Damascus was mentioned back in chapter 14:15. In this chapter is also about possessing and being a possessor just like we saw in the previous chapter.

Abraham has decided what is true in his own mind based on his present circumstances. He made conclusions just like he did in chapter 12:12 and in chapter 16:2 with Hagar. There are lots of assumptions Abraham has made.

Verse 2 “Eliezer of Damascus”

Why are we told where Eliezer comes from? The only other time Damascus has been referenced in Genesis is in the previous chapter, where Abram and his allies pursue the pagan kings north of Damascus. 

Damascus, throughout the biblical narrative, is going to be the capital of Syria, one of Israel’s biggest enemies. So, historically, Damascus is linked to Syria.

Verse 3

18:20 5. God’s Word Comes Again It says the word of the Lord came to him, just like in verse one. This seems to represent how the word of the Lord continues to be given to Abraham at different points in his life as he needs. God‘s word periodically and continually appears to him in over time rather than all at once. God continues to comfort and encourage Him with reminders of His promise

Abraham is clearly wrestling with doubt or uncertainty and trying to figure out what needs to happen for God‘s word to come to Pass and we see this wrestling continue into the next chapter where Abraham and his wife decide that God is not going to give them a child through Sara so they assume they need to take matters into their own hands by using their Egyptian servant

This is all about who will possess Abraham‘s current estate. And right now it looks like this servant from Damascus, but remember in the last chapter it is God who possesses heaven and earth and gives it to whomever he pleases, and it is not always the most reasonable choice.

Bring fear and disappointment honestly to God  - Abram does not hide his childlessness or confusion. Name the unresolved circumstance that is dominating your attention, then bring it to God without pretending that faith means emotional silence.

Verse 4 “This man will not be your heir”

God corrects Abram’s assumptions about eleazar being his heir. God now gives more details about his promise to Abraham for the future. This clarification comes progressively. Because as of yet, God has not realized the promise he gave. Abraham only has a word, but no manifestation of that promise or evidence that it is really going to happen.

21:02 6. God Gives New Details Up till now, Abraham‘s heir could’ve been his nephew or his highest servant Eleazar but God is very clearly denying them as possible candidates when he says that Abraham‘s own very son will be his heir. So now the promise is getting more specific and is narrowing down on the promised seed for Abraham.

So God has to correct misunderstanding on the part of Abraham which shows that Abraham has not fully understood every detail.

Let God’s word correct conclusions formed from circumstances  - Abram had settled on Eliezer as the inevitable outcome, but God said otherwise. Identify one assumption you have treated as fact and submit it again to what God has actually said.

Verse 5 “the word of the Lord came to Him and He brought him outside”

We’re told twice that the word of the Lord comes to Abram. The first time was with the message, and the second time was to effectively do something to Abram. 

Who is the one bringing Abram outside? The only other character besides Abram is the word of the Lord. The word of the Lord comes, appears (in a vision), and brings Abram outside.

Verse 5 “count the stars”

This is similar to Genesis 13:16 when He promises to make Abram’s descendants as numerous as the dust of the earth, now its the stars of the heavens. Kind of how Joseph has one dream about the wheat of the earth, then a cosmic dream about the stars ands hoe Daniel sees the Son of man approaching the ancient of days as the glorified Cosmic King

Verse 5 “so shall your offspring be”

Abram’s offspring will include Kings and God justifying those of faith just as he did for Abram, as well as Genesis 17:5 telling us he’ll be the father of many nations 

25:27 7. Count The Stars God does not tell Abraham to actually count the stars, but to only do it if he is able to, which he is not. God gives Abraham an impossible task. Abraham cannot number the stars, but God can, just like Abraham cannot create a child, but God can. This is not about what Abraham can do, but about the impossible task that God has reserved for himself because he has bound himself to an oath to Abraham. It is coming by promise not by works

In this whole story, Abraham‘s primary job is not to look down on the Earth at his circumstances, but to look up to the God who will do the impossible in his life. The New Testament will speak of Abraham believing against Hope and continuing to look to God for the impossible when his situations give him no reason to hope for that this is all about looking to God in faith.

Abraham is just supposed to look up at heaven and acknowledge the impossibility of the task at hand. He is looking to heaven to remind himself of who really possesses the heavens and the Earth just as we saw in the last chapter.

Looking up at the heavens is reminiscent of Jesus, saying look at the birds of the air for a sense of faith, trust, and a reminder sign of God‘s faithfulness and mercy

Verse 6 “and he believed the Lord”

Abram believed in hope against hope as Romans tell us. A word from God is all Abram needed, and its all we need to have faith too.

29:13 8. Abraham’s Righteousness Why does God wait until THIS particular moment to make Abram righteous? Why does he credit Abram now, instead of earlier during the other moments Abram demonstrated faith? What makes this particular moment of faith special compared to the others?

We are left wondering if he was credited righteousness based on this singular moment or if this is a culminating moment that captures his entire life of faith, for which God credits him righteousness. We know this is not the only time that Abraham believed God, but in this particular moment, God chooses to grant Abraham righteousness, and we wonder if it is solely based on this moment or if it is based on the life of faith so far that seems to culminate in this moment because this is not the only time Abraham will have to demonstrate faith, especially when we get to Genesis 22. 

If there is ever a moment where you would expect God to credit Abraham righteousness for some magnificent act of faith you would expect it to be in Genesis 22, but it is not when Abraham does anything. It is simply when Abraham receives the word of the Lord in faith.

God gave a promise. Abraham had faith and God responded. This right here is the gospel. This is how God works and this is a clear picture of man’s role in the salvation plan of God. This is the blueprint to how God does things. He wants people to trust him, to look at the heavens, and to take him at his word as they continually remind themselves of who he is.

Now Abraham has something specific to believe in rather than just a general promise about land future and descendants. Now Abraham has to believe that a child will actually come from him, which becomes a bit harder to believe.

What is interesting is that Abraham believes the word of the Lord here but in chapter 17:17 Abraham will not believe it is possible for him and Sara to have a son together which tells us that he either falls into doubt later on or right now, he is not posing that a child from his own body will come through Sara but through someone else. I think the second option is most likely considering what they will do with the Egyptian servant in the next chapter now that Abraham knows the son has to come from his own body.

This is why I believe Abraham took his nephew because he believed that somehow God would bless Abraham with descendants and a future through his nephew since Lot carried their same family name technically. God will also have to correct another misunderstanding later on when he specifies that Abraham will have a son through Sara and not through some other woman.

So possessing relates to promise, faith, and righteousness. All of these ideas find their culmination and their meaning in Jesus

Look toward God’s ability when the task exceeds yours - Abram could neither count the stars nor create the promised child. Replace anxious control with a concrete act of trust: rehearse God’s promise, pray, and obey the next clear instruction without trying to manufacture the result.

Verse 7 “I am the Lord who brought you out”

36:52 9. Remembering God’s Rescue This is almost verbatim what God continues to tell Israel once He rescues them from Egypt. That rescue is a constant reference point for them to remember to be faithful to God

God states He brought Abram out of the land of the Chaldeans which is Babylon. So, here God takes the father of the faith out of Babylon, and eventually, He’ll pull Abram’s descendants out of the Babylonian exile and bring them back into the promised land the way He did at the Exodus.

This brings us back to how God is Abram’s shield in verse 1. God brought him out, protected him, and ensures His promised to Abram as if God personally guards them and Abram. This is about God protecting and accomplishing His promises.

God giving Abram a son and fulfilling His promise is related to God bringing him out of Babylon. He reminds Abram of His past faithfulness to validate His promises for the future

God refers to himself in a very similar way as when he identifies himself to Israel throughout their history. He will constantly refer to himself as the God who rescued them out of Egypt. That becomes the reference point for them. In a Similar Way, God is saying he brought Abraham out of a kind of Egypt of his own.

So the reference point for God‘s power and his ability to accomplish these impossible promises is the fact that he pulled Abraham out of Babylon in the first place. God is reminding Abraham what he’s done to reveal more of who he is as Abraham is learning to trust God on this journey towards these great promises. Especially as things unfold and become more clear.

Once again, the emphasis is on Abraham possessing this land through his descendants whom he now knows will come from his own body, but Abraham doesn’t make it happen

God is the one who gives the heavens and the Earth to whom he pleases, and it has pleased God to give this land to Abraham and his descendants very simply because God is kind and he promised he would do it. This is about God possessing the land for Abraham and his descendants rather than Abraham possessing it by his own efforts and strength and scheming.

So this goes back to Abraham counting the stars. He is supposed to look to the God who counts him righteousness. It’s not about his own ability or works, but what God does despite what Abraham cannot do. Abraham believes that God can even though Abraham cannot. It is believing past self limitations because God just showed his ability by conquering these kings in the last chapter. It was all a demonstration to Abraham just like God‘s victory over Egypt later on will be a demonstration for Israel and a reference point they continually refer back to.

What’s interesting is that Abraham‘s original call out of Babylon is the main thing God recalls. Not the time he brought him out of Egypt and brought wonders upon that nation, and not the time he just beat those kings through Abraham and his friends. Apparently the more impressive rescue were the bigger rescue was his call out of Babylon. Or that is just the first step along the journey and God is returning Abraham back to the beginning.

God is reminding Abraham why he pulled him out of his homeland and that is to give him land to possess through his descendants. We see this possession language later on in Genesis 22:17 and Genesis 24:60.

Verse 7 “give you this land to possess”

Abram cannot practically possess this land without an heir. His doubt is not about the land but about having descendants to inhabit that land

Verse 8 “how do I know I’ll possess it?”

This is a solid question because how CAN he know if he’s already dead before it happens?

42:55 10. Abraham’s Doubt This seems to indicate some doubt in Abram, but didn’t verse 6 tell us Abram believed the Lord already? He doesn’t seem sure that he’ll have descendants to possess the land.

Abraham is not sure that he will possess the land. He is looking for evidence or some kind of confirmation as though God‘s word is not sufficient right now. He just believed God that he would give him as many descendants as the stars and now he is struggling to believe two verses later.

Abraham is asking for a pledge or assurance of this promise which later on the New Testament will speak of God‘s oath being the assurance itself because he swore by himself as the basis of that covenant. Meaning that God gives himself as the assurance of his promises, and then God says to bring him animals, even though the pledge is God himself. He swears by himself. This covenant is not based on what Abraham brings, but God does involve Abraham in what he’s doing even though it all depends on God who makes the impossible become possible.

Verse 9

45:20 11. Cutting A Covenant This sacrifice is a covenant sacrifice, or the establishment of a covenant as confirmed by this sacrifice that is being brought. 

How did Abraham just have these on hand? Did he have to hunt? Or does he have the supplier ready for sacrifice? Abraham brings animals here and it’s easy but in Genesis 22 he has to bring the promise of his son which is even harder.

Verse 10 “Abram cut them in half”

How did Abram know to do this? This was likely a common cultural custom known as a suzerain vassal treaty in which a dominant entity ensured the safety and protection of a lesser party.

This is at least Abram knowing what it means to cut a covenant. This was a symbolic act of walking between two halves of dead animals to seal a covenant or treaty between two parties

What’s interesting in this covenant, is that its only God who walks between the two halves to guarantee the covenant, as Abram does nothing to add to this treaty or covenant. He doesn’t necessarily have a side or responsibility to play in this covenant. God is making a covenant with Him and guaranteeing what God will do because Abram has already believed.

Verse 10 “abram didnt cut the birds in half”

Why didn’t Abram cut the birds in half? Verse 11 has birds of prey coming down on the dead carcasses so maybe this is a hint. The mention of birds twice might be significant. One set of birds is offered up to God while another set of birds is looking to prey upon dead things

Verse 11 “as the sun was going down”

Abraham has to wait a while for something to happen after bringing the sacrifice in faith. This represents Abraham waiting for the promised son to come. He’s been waiting on God to fulfill his promises just like he’s waiting for God to come down and do whatever he is expecting God to do.

When Abraham drives these birds away that seems like an unnecessary and random detail, but it is reminiscent of what he did in the earlier chapter in verse 15 when he drives the kings out of that land

The birds are unique, which is why they are not divided but these birds that are descending on the dead carcasses are driven away.

Abram waited long enough for the sun to go down and nothing happened up to that point

Remember past rescue while waiting for future fulfillment  - God grounds the future promise in his past act of bringing Abram out. Write down one specific way God has already led, protected, or corrected you, and use it as a reference point while you wait.

Verse 12 “a great and dreadful darkness”

50:15 12. Waiting In Darkness The dark setting of this event seems to represent the kind of gloomy message Abram is receiving about the unfortunate future of his descendants, but it also represents their waiting period as well as his own, and ultimately Jesus in the grave

Verse 12 “a great deep sleep”

The word for deep sleep here is the same Hebrew word for Adam and Genesis 2:21 where a deep sleep comes upon him for Eve to be brought out, which is what we’re about to see God predict when he talks about bringing out Israel from Egypt and here we have animals being cut and split rather than the side of Adam being opened up for the woman to be made from

We’ve seen two chosen partners experience deep sleep: Adam put into a deep sleep and his wife comes from that, and we’ve seen Noah fall into a deep sleep and Ham violates him.

It doesn’t seem like Abraham got tired naturally maybe he did because he was waiting so long. But it actually says a deep sleep, fell upon him along with great darkness just like the birds in the last verse fell upon the dead animal carcasses

Verse 13 “they will be afflicted for 400 years”

God promises a 400 year period of a kind of silence just like the period of silence we see between the end of the OT and the beginning of the NT

We must understand God‘s message here as being part of the way he answers Abraham’s questions and doubts and curiosities. 

Abraham just asked how am I to know this is going to happen and now God gives specific details about what will transpire in the future before his descendants receive the promised land. God is going to tell Abraham that his descendants will need to be rescued out of a nation the same way God just reminded Abraham that he was brought out of a nation

The Hebrew word for afflicting is the same word used of Sarah afflicting Hagar in the next chapter, but here God is talking about the Egyptians doing it to Israel

Verse 14 “they will be brought out”

God promises they will come out of Egypt just as God brought Abram out of Babylon in V. 7

Just as Abram got great possessions from his last battle with the Gentile Kings, so God will give Israel victory and help them plunder their enemies

But, why are we told these details about them having great possessions? Why does Abram need to know this now? What’s the significance? Maybe its related to his question about HOW back in Verse 8

Once again, we see the concept of possessing, but here it refers to the possessions that Israel will have on their way out of Egypt. Abram is currently in a land that will be his through his descendants.

Why does God feel the need to tell Abraham these details now? And, why does God never name the oppressor as Egypt?

Verse 15 “go to your fathers in peace”

Where is God saying Abram will go? Abram left behind his father and his house

Verse 16 “their sin isn’t filled yet”

57:35 13. Waiting For Nations God’s time table for Israel involves others being evicted for their own sin. God’s plan for Israel involves waiting for certain things to move into place with other nations

God is giving Abraham a birds eye view of his plan so that Abraham understands how he and his descendants fit into God‘s macro plan for the world. This is not just about Abram and his family, but about the nations they are dispossessing and the nation that God will judge and bring them out of. There are many key players in this overall plan that Abraham is just not aware of.

So God is saying it takes about 400 years for the sins of the current promised land inhabitants to be filled to the full. And once their sin is complete, they will be kicked out of the land and replaced by Abraham’s descendants. In this sense, Israel will be possessing what the previous inhabitants forfeited by their continual sin over centuries.

This is all about God‘s assurance. His word, his ability, his plan, and it sounds like the sign of the covenant being the rainbow that God gives Noah for Noah and his family to look at to be reminded of God‘s faithfulness.

So God brings in the Amorites and remember Abraham just won a battle with his friends who happen to be Amorites. Almost as if God is saying, there is a remnant that can be honored along with Abraham, but the majority of that people have been given over to darkness and will only descend further into evil until they’re completely removed from the land.

Verse 17 “smoking fire pot”

14. The Flaming Torch & Smoking Pot Its as if someone is carrying this smoking fire pot and flaming torch. This is God honoring the sacrifice that Abram brought Him

Zechariah 12:6  is a good verse to connect to this moment where God passes through these pieces that Abraham has cut. In Zechariah 12 we see the same two images, but one of these images is a different Hebrew word that refers to a cooking pot or basin. In this context, the images refer to God’s protection of His people in Judah as He fights for them, similar to what God just did for Abraham with the kings and what God promised He would do for Israel later on when they go to Egypt. In that context, it is salvation for Judah from their enemies, and in this context, God is promising to take the promised land from one people, give it to Israel, protect them, and give them victory in the promised land.

The significance of smoke associated with the fire pot represents the holy presence of God. 

Throughout Scripture, smoke conceals the overwhelming presence of God:
Mount Sinai is covered in smoke because Yahweh descends in fire—Exodus 19:18.
Moses approaches the “thick darkness” where God is—Exodus 20:21.
The tabernacle is covered by the cloud of God’s glory—Exodus 40:34–38.
Smoke fills the temple when Isaiah sees Yahweh—Isaiah 6:1–4.
The temple is filled with smoke from God’s glory—Revelation 15:8.

What we see happening here is a covenant is being cut. Similar to the stones being cut, and then written upon by the hand of God at Mt Sinai which those stones have the terms of the covenant written on them

Now, for verse 17, the Hebrew word for “fire pot” has a variety of translations depending on context, one of those words being “furnace.” Now, this is NOT the same Hebrew word as what I am about to show you, but it may convey the same idea. Remember, how God just spoke of the future exodus out of Egypt and connects that future exodus to Abraham’s earlier exodus out of Babylon?

Deuteronomy 4:20 and 1 Kings 8:51 speak of Egypt as an iron furnace that God rescue Israel out of. This word refers to a smelting pot or furnace to heat, purify and melt precious metals. And, in just a few chapters, Genesis 19:28 will compare Sodom and Gomorrah to a furnace or a kiln for pottery. In other words, places that god rescues His people out of, are compared to trying, testing, refining settings like furnaces or kilns. Whether its Abraham and Babylon, Israel and Egypt, or Lot coming out of Sodom, and coincidentally, there is a smoking pot (not a furnace or kiln) passing AND a flaming torch passing through the covenantal animal sacrifice, the way God will be a flaming fire and light to lead His people out of Egypt through the Red Sea. And, this all hinges on God’s promise and oath that He swore by Himself to Abraham. This is arguably one of the most important moments in the history of Israel, because it becomes the basis for everything else God will do. This moment is referenced constantly as the reason for why God should spare Israel, because of the promises He made to Abraham. This is ALL about God fulfilling HIS word, HIS way, and in HIS timing, ultimately pointing to Jesus who comes in the fullness of time to do what the scriptures have been building towards and anticipating.

Verse 18 “God made a covenant with Abram”

Now Abram knows FOR SURE God will give him this land and descendants to inhabit it

This goes all the way back to Abram’s doubts, questions and wondering how he can know he’ll have land and descendants. Now he knows how, he knows what God will do, and he knows the specific region as well as extra details just for fun.

So God is making a covenant to do for Abraham and his descendants. What? No King ever could. The progression so far is Genesis 12:2 when God says I will show you the land. Then in chapter 13: 14–15 God says look at the land then in verse 17 he says to walk through the land, then in chapter 14 Abraham defeats some of the inhabitants of the land and now in verse five Abraham‘s job is to look to heaven to the one who promised to give him and his descendants this land.

So what we have here is God answer to Abraham‘s doubt is a visible covenant being cut on the basis of God alone. Usually, you would have the two parties walk-through, the animal sacrifices to symbolize both ends of the covenant, intending to be upheld. But in this case, it is only God because it is purely him, making this happen and accomplishing it on the basis of his word, giving himself as the assurance which points us to Jesus who is the basis and the substance of the new covenant and the old covenant. 

Meaning from the beginning, God‘s plan has been to do everything on both ends so that we like, Abraham simply look up and trust and receive his word in faith and then go live as though it is true. This is the gospel. It is what God does for us not what we are able to do for him. If anything we see the father and the son present in this covenant establishment just as we see the father and the son upholding both ends of the covenant in the New Testament, where Jesus upholds man’s end, and the father uphold the end of God, but Jesus is on both sides, being God and man himself.

Whether its Abraham sitting in darkness, or Israel sitting in the darkness of Egypt, or ultimately Jesus sitting in the darkness of death and the grave, God is the light for His people.

Essentially God is saying, “You will know because I have bound my own name to the promise.” The smoking furnace and flaming torch form a smoke-and-fire manifestation of Yahweh. By passing alone between the divided animals, God invokes the covenant curse upon himself and guarantees that he will fulfill his promises to Abram. The imagery anticipates the God who will later accompany Israel in cloud and fire, bring them through the furnace of Egypt, judge their oppressors, and lead them into the promised land.

Anchor assurance in God’s character and covenant faithfulness  - The darkness and delay do not cancel the promise; God himself passes through the pieces. When uncertainty returns, shift the question from “Can I control the outcome?” to “Is the God who promised trustworthy?


How does this point to Jesus?

1.  Jesus is the climactic promised offspring The promised line begins with a son from Abram’s own body and expands into an innumerable family. Paul identifies Christ as the offspring in whom the Abrahamic promise reaches its goal and the nations receive blessing.
2. Jesus is the ground of righteousness received by faith. Abram’s faith is credited as righteousness before circumcision or a great work. Paul says this pattern was written for those who believe in the God who raised Jesus, who was delivered for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
3. Jesus bears the covenant curse. The divided animals portray the death-curse attached to covenant violation. Christian theology sees its fulfillment when Christ bears the curse so that the covenant blessing may come to those who could not secure it themselves.
4. Jesus brings the true exodus from darkness into light . Genesis anticipates Israel’s deliverance from oppression under God’s fiery presence. At the transfiguration, Jesus’ approaching death is described as his “exodus,” and through him believers are transferred from the domain of darkness into his kingdom.
5. Jesus guarantees and mediates the promised inheritance. God guarantees the promise by his own oath. Hebrews presents Jesus as the forerunner, high priest, and mediator through whose death those who are called receive the promised eternal inheritance.


Conclusion: In the next section of Genesis, Abraham and Sarah end up choosing to take God’s promise into their own hands. They’re tired of waiting, so they act on some faulty assumptions out of impatience. So, what’s the deal with this Egyptian servant Hagar? How does this connect to Israel’s future slavery in Egypt? We’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.


Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Covenant pieces and the enacted curse  |  Jeremiah 34:8–20
Cloud, fire, guidance, and divine presence  |  Exodus 13:21–22; 19:16–20
Righteousness credited through faith  |  Romans 4:1–25
Abraham’s offspring, blessing, promise, and curse  |  Galatians 3:6–18 
God’s oath as strong encouragement  |  Hebrews 6:13–20
5 Reflection Questions
God addresses Abram’s fear before correcting his conclusions (Genesis 15:1–4). What fear or unresolved disappointment is most likely to make you interpret God’s future only through your present circumstances?
Abram believed God, yet still asked, “How am I to know?” (Genesis 15:6–8). What does this teach us about the relationship between genuine faith, honest questions, and the desire for assurance?
Abram could not number the stars or produce the promised son (Genesis 15:5). How does recognizing your inability help you distinguish faithful obedience from trying to force God’s promise?
God revealed that fulfillment would involve centuries of waiting and the moral history of other nations (Genesis 15:13–16). How should this reshape the way we respond when God’s timing seems unnecessarily slow?
Only God’s smoke-and-fire manifestation passed between the divided animals (Genesis 15:17–18). How does knowing that God binds his own name to his promise change the way you face uncertainty this week?

