
(Episode 11 John 5:30-47)


Everything that Jesus has said for the last chapter can be trusted because of the witnesses that validate who He is and what He’s saying.

Jesus has just stated:
He is equal with God as His Son
He perfectly does what the Father is doing
He is the source of eternal life and gives it to whom He pleases
His words bring eternal life to those who hear
He will be honored alongside the Father
People escape death and judgment by believing Jesus’ words
He will judge the living and the dead at the resurrection

The Evidence for Jesus (Witnesses to Jesus and His Words)

By the mouth of two or more witnesses a matter is established. This becomes even more evident when we get to John 8 with the woman caught in adultery.

Jesus Bears Witness (Verse 30-31)

John The Baptist (Verse 32-35)

John 1:15, 25-27, 29

The Works Of The Father (Verse 36)

The Father Himself (Verse 37-38)

At Jesus’ baptism
At the mount of transfiguration
John 12:28-30 When Jesus asks the Father to glorify His name 
At the resurrection

The Entire Hebrew Scriptures (Verse 39-40)

Luke 24:27

Moses Himself In His Writings (Verse 46-47)

Deuteronomy 18:15

The People That Miss Jesus: Self-Righteous Spirituality, Arrogant, Religious Hypocrites 

They Only Look For Error: Self-Righteous Interrogation and Cynicism (Verse 33)

Matthew 3:7-9

Initially suspicious, curious, cynical. Self-righteous as well

They Tolerate The Truth Temporarily (Verse 35)

Luke 8:13

Open but cautious for a period of time.

They Don’t Make Space For God’s Word In Their Hearts (Verse 38)

John 8:37 

They don’t have any personal experience with God.

They Settle For An Impersonal Knowledge About God (Verse 39)

1 Corinthians 8:1-3

Exodus 20:19

They settle for a lesser, spirituality rooted in self-righteous religion and love of knowledge. They rely on knowledge of the Hebrew Bible and having the Law of God.

They rely on a witness for life, rather than the One whom the witness is testifying of.

They Refuse To Come to Jesus For Life (Verse 40)

Matthew 11:28

They Don’t Have God’s Love In Them (Verse 42)

Coming to Jesus for life would be to give him glory and seek for the approval of God.

For some reason Jesus not receiving glory from people is because of, or contrasted with them not having the love of God in them, which would lead them to glorify Him.

John 2:25

1 John 4:8

They Want Man’s Approval Rather Than God’s (Verse 44)

Matthew 6:2, 5, 16

This is directly contrasted with:
Verse 30: Jesus seeks not His own will
Verse 41: Jesus doesn’t receive glory from people

They don’t seek for the glory that comes from God, but the glory that comes from people

They Set Their Hope On The Law of Moses (Verse 45-46)

Jesus doesn’t accuse, the enemy does. He said this in John 3:17-19

Romans 9:30-33

Romans 2:12-13

They Don’t Believe Moses’ Testimony About Jesus (Verse 47)

Matthew 11:13-18

Matthew 12:22-50


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
JOHN 5:30-47 - THE WITNESSES TO JESUS

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does many witnesses validating Jesus shape the main message of this passage? (John 5:31-39)
2. Why is John works and Father testifying important for understanding what Jesus is revealing? (John 5:32-38)
3. What does Scripture bearing witness to Christ teach us about faith, discipleship, or the character of God? (John 5:39-40)
4. How does God's approval over human glory connect this passage to the larger story of Scripture? (John 5:41-44)
5. What would it look like for a group of believers to live out Moses pointing to Jesus together? (John 5:45-47)

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Where do I most need to respond personally to many witnesses validating Jesus?
2. What assumption, fear, desire, or habit could keep me from embracing John works and Father testifying?
3. How clearly is Scripture bearing witness to Christ visible in my own life right now?
4. What would change this week if I took God's approval over human glory more seriously?
5. What specific step can I take to grow in Moses pointing to Jesus?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Build your life around many witnesses validating Jesus. John 5:31-39
2. Practice John works and Father testifying. John 5:32-38
3. Respond faithfully to Scripture bearing witness to Christ. John 5:39-40
4. Keep returning to God's approval over human glory. John 5:41-44
5. Let your choices reflect Moses pointing to Jesus. John 5:45-47

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. John 5:32-38 - This passage reinforces the central biblical image or argument and is useful for deeper group study.
2. John 5:39-40 - This passage develops the same theme from another angle and is useful for deeper group study.
3. John 5:41-44 - This passage connects the passage to the wider biblical storyline and is useful for deeper group study.
4. John 5:45-47 - This passage helps translate the theme into faith and discipleship and is useful for deeper group study.
5. John 5:31-39 - This passage brings the main emphasis back into focus and is useful for deeper group study.

