
There is a kind of birth involved but Jesus is called the only-begotten because of His uniqueness. When Jesus is called the only-begotten its more helpful to say that He is uniquely appointed. This doesn’t mean He wasn’t born or He didn’t become but its not the main emphasis. His uniqueness in His becoming is the emphasis. The process and end result of His becoming is UNIQUE

For example, we already saw in the previous episode, that Jesus is presented in Hebrews as the only-begotten Son or the unique One.

So far what it looks like for Jesus to be presented as the only begotten Son of God in both Hebrews and the Psalms is this. Jesus being only-begotten Son always involves at least one of these things:
Resurrection [becoming new resurrected humanity]
High Priesthood service [becoming a High Priest]
Kingship (a throne, a kingdom) [becoming the King]
Sonship & Inheritance (Firstborn language) [becoming the firstborn]
Supremacy (especially of His name) [becoming the supreme name]
Being Glorified, higher than all spiritual beings [becoming glorified]
Conquering of enemies [becoming victorious]

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

Our Sonship In Christ and Adoption Scripture

The Process Of Adoption:

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 -  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 3:23-24 - Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.

Galatians 3:13 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us-for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”

Galatians 4:4-7 - But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Galatians 2:19-20 - For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Romans 7:1-6 - Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.


When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

NEW BIRTH AS CHILDREN (HEIRS)

John 3:3 - Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 1:12-13 - But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

1 Peter 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:23 - since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

Galatians 4:5-7 - to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God


RESURRECTION TO NEW LIFE AS NEW HUMANITY

Romans 6:4 - We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Galatians 3:27 - For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

WE ARE CHILDREN & FELLOW HEIRS LIKE JESUS THE TRUE SON

Ephesians 1:5 - In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,

Romans 8:14-19 - For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

RESURRECTION AND GLORIFICATION TO NEW BODIES

Romans 8:23 - And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

NEW PRIESTHOOD

Revelation 1:6 - and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

ABOVE ANGELS WITH CHRIST

1 Corinthians 6:3 - Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

OUR ENEMIES CONQUERED LIKE CHRIST

Romans 16:20 - The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
The First Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

REIGNING WITH CHRIST IN HIS KINGDOM

2 Timothy 2:11-12 - The saying is trustworthy, for:
If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us;

When Jesus resurrects and ascends to the Father, He becomes:
THE NEW NATURE Of New Resurrected Humanity
The Perfect High Priest Mediating A New Covenant
The True King Of The World In His Resurrected Human Nature
The Firstborn Heir Of The World In His Humanity
The Supreme Name That Saves, Grants Forgiveness, & Demands Worship
The Glorified One Above All Spiritual Beings
The Victorious Conqueror Of The Enemies of Humanity And God

NEW CREATION LIKE CHRIST THE FIRST NEW HUMANITY

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Colossians 3:10 - and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.

Ephesians 2:14-15 - For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,

Galatians 6:15 - For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS AS CHRIST

Ephesians 4:24 - and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Peter 1:4 - by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.






Hebrews 2:10 - For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Hebrews 2:13-14 - And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

Hebrews 3:6 - but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.

Hebrews 4:14 - Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Hebrews 5:5 - So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;

Hebrews 5:8 - Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.

Hebrews 7:3 - He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.

Hebrews 7:28 - For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Hebrews 11:28 - By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

Hebrews 12:5-8 - And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

Hebrews 12:23 - and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,


SMALL GROUP & PERSONAL STUDY
FIRSTBORN, BEGOTTEN & THE SON | EPISODE 3

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does Christ’s resurrection open the way for believers to experience new birth, adoption, and new creation? (1 Peter 1:3; John 1:12-13)
2. What does it mean to be adopted as God’s children and made fellow heirs with Christ? (Galatians 4:4-7; Romans 8:14-19)
3. How does union with Christ connect believers to His death, resurrection, righteousness, new life, and future glory?
4. In what ways does the priestly and royal identity of Jesus shape the identity and calling of His people as a royal priesthood who will reign with Him?
5. How do new creation, holiness, righteousness, resurrection bodies, victory over enemies, and future reign all flow from belonging to Christ, the Firstborn Son?

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. Do I approach God primarily as a slave who is afraid, or as an adopted child who can cry, “Abba, Father”?
2. Which part of my identity in Christ—child, heir, new creation, priest, righteous, or future participant in His reign—is hardest for me to live from?
3. Where am I still allowing my old life to define me even though I have been made alive with Christ?
4. How does the promise of bodily resurrection and future glory change the way I view present weakness and suffering?
5. What would change in my daily life if I more consciously understood myself as sharing in Christ’s victory, inheritance, and new humanity?

APPLICATION POINTS
1. Approach God confidently as an adopted child and heir through Christ. Galatians 4:4-7; Romans 8:15-17
2. Walk in newness of life because you have been united with Christ in His death and resurrection. Romans 6:4; Galatians 2:20
3. Put on the new self that reflects God’s righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10
4. Embrace your priestly calling by proclaiming God’s excellencies and living as His holy possession. 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6
5. Endure with hope because Christ’s resurrection guarantees future glory, victory, and reign with Him. Romans 8:23; 2 Timothy 2:11-12

CROSS-REFERENCE PASSAGES
1. Titus 3:4-7 — Regeneration, justification by grace, and becoming heirs of eternal life are brought together in one passage.
2. 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 — Christ is the firstfruits of resurrection, guaranteeing resurrection life for those who belong to Him.
3. Colossians 3:1-4 — Believers have been raised with Christ and are called to orient their lives around their new identity and future glory.
4. Revelation 20:4-6 — Those who belong to Christ share in resurrection, priestly identity, and reign with Him.
5. 1 John 3:1-3 — Believers are already God’s children and live with hope that they will become like Christ when He appears.

