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In Genesis 9, God makes a promise to the entire earth, and He gives a very special sign of this covenant. You might know it as a rainbow in the clouds, but there’s something that a lot of Christians miss about this sign. Its way deeper than I was taught, and once you see it, I think it’ll blow you away. But, we need to make 8 key observations to really dig up the treasure here. That’s why in this video, we’re going to explore Genesis 8 and highlight 8 core ideas that will really make this story come alive. Let’s jump into Genesis 8 and read this story a bit differently than you might be used to.
Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 9. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 9:8-17*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 
Order your scripture creatures set today at thescripturecreatures.com

Verse 8

#1 Covenant With Noah What prompted God to make this covenant with Noah and the creatures of the land? Is this because Noah offered animal sacrifice? Is this just because of who Noah was and what He did up to that point? Either way Noah is a large part of this.

God speaks to the male heads of each family, and their wives seem to be assumed to be with them or beneficiaries of what God is telling them

Verse 9

God is sharing the promise he made back in Genesis 8:20–22. Now he is sharing it with Noah.

God is in the act of establishing a covenant here because apparently he has not yet caused this covenant to be established until this very point.

Verse 10

#2 Living Creatures With Noah We see a parallel here with Genesis 2:19 where the animals are coming out with Noah. 

This verse specified that God’s covenant is for EVERY living creature that Is WITH Noah (and his sons). So far in the text it’s been all about being WITH Noah but now those statements are extended to Noah’s sons. Now it’s those WITH NOAH AND HIS SONS, which brings us to the idea that God’s idea of fruitfulness and multiplication is to work through His righteous, chosen one, to make more of that same kind. 

The image of them coming out of the ark is like an image of new birth. Just as Israel will be baptized into Moses and go through the Red Sea as a kind of new birth into new life on the other side as free Israelites, or as Joshua will bring the people through the Jordan River to a new kind of life through that kind of re-birth, so we see Noah and those with him coming out of the ark as if to come out of the womb into a new life and new world. And the New Testament will connect these images for us, speaking of these events as a kind of baptism.

Live as a Blessing to Others – Genesis 9:9–10 God extends blessing through His chosen people. Live in a way that brings life to those around you.
Verse 11

#3 Reversing The Curse This becomes a reversal of Genesis 6:7. It is a repeat of what was said back in Genesis 8:20–22.

Here God says He establishes His covenant WITH Noah, but in verse 10 He said the covenant is with Noah, and his sons and their offspring and all those who came out of the ark, all the creatures on earth, so why focus on Noah when God promises to never flood the land again?  

#4 Being Cut Off This language of being “cut off” is reminiscent of Adam and Eve being “cut off” from the tree of life or “exiled” from the garden presence of God with the tree of life. Cain is “cut off” from the ground as a curse for killing Abel, and now God says He cut off all the wicked humans in the days of Noah, as if to link all of these events. 

Rebellion and rejection of God results in being cut off, which is the language used in Romans 11 speaking of both Jews and Gentiles. Or God will speak of rebellious Israelites as being “cut off” from Israel which is to be removed from the land of the living. This is probably why Jesus will speak of branches being cut off or branches being connected to Him in John 15.

Interestingly enough, we’ll see God call Abraham, and his descendants to “cut off” their flesh as a sign of the covenant he makes with Abraham and all of his offspring. Here with Noah we have God making a covenant with Noah about how he will NOT cut off flesh the way he did with the flood, which was destruction. But, God makes a covenant with Abraham requiring him to cut off his own flesh as a sign of being set apart to God. And through that covenant, God will bring life and promote life, while in this covenant with Noah God is also interested in preserving and bringing life.

God’s language is that He will never flood the land again to destroy life. So, God is promising He won’t cut off life in the same way He did with the flood of Noah. But, He doesn’t promise to never destroy the land at all again.

Trust God’s Promises – Genesis 9:11 God’s covenant reminds us that His promises are secure even when circumstances feel unstable.
Verse 12

#5 Covenant For All Creation God’s covenant with Noah here, is one that he made with all creation for all generations. This covenant was made before the abrahamic covenant and before the Sinai covenant, and before the Davidic covenant, though they all relate to each other, and they’re all built on this Noahic covenant. 

With Abraham, it was for a select people, those who are apart of Abraham’s household and lineage, while God’s covenant with Israel was specifically for that nation and any who would join to them, but in this case, the covenant is for all generations, and all people, regardless of whether or not they’re attached to any one person or nation, because they will all descend from Noah and his family. 

The covenant is extended to all creation, because of their relationship to Noah, and since Noah is God’s chosen, righteous vessel to bring blessing and life, God extends the covenant to others through Noah, which will be an image of Jesus ultimately.

This covenant is apparently with all generations, but these men present act as representatives and extensions to all generations. We can contrast this with the earlier portion of the story in Genesis 6:3 or God said my spirit will not abide in man forever, but this covenant will be forever for all generations.

Verse 13

The covenant here is with the Earth, according to verse 12 and 15 but in verse 16 God specifically says it is with Noah and all living creatures on the Earth. This is a covenant that benefits, all living flesh from here on out with no strings attached. There are no conditions attached to this covenant, just a set of promises. God makes for all living flesh.

#6 The Sign Of The Covenant The sign of the covenant is in the clouds, which is the same place that the waters come down from. The clouds in the sky were the source of the floodwaters that brought judgment on the land, along with the great deep opening. Now alongside those same clouds, there will be a sign of Gods promise He won’t bring the floodwaters the way He once did. 

It’s the idea of looking to the sky for reassurance of Gods promise, which is the same place the floodwaters came from. This sounds like the bronze serpent Moses hung on the wooden pole which was an image of the snake inflicting pain and death upon the Israelites, but now God has them look up to what He has designated to be an object of faith, which would represent their trust in God. 

This is like Jesus taking our sin upon Himself, being hung on the wooden cross so that all who look to Him would be saved. this is why Jesus references that bronze serpent story in John 3 and connects it to His crucifixion.

God gives the bow for a sign of the covenant. Just like Abraham and the covenant of circumcision. Or the stars, the Sun, the moon as signs for seasons in the creation story. Or with Israel, the Sabbath being a sign of the Mosaic covenant.  

Here we have a sign in the cloud which will get developed later on with Jesus and his understanding of the end of the age. What’s interesting is the Hebrew word translated “bow” simply refers to an archer’s bow you use to shoot arrows, which is what the shape of a rainbow really is. It isn’t speaking to it’s coloration or shimmering appearance, but its shape. 

I remember hearing this for the first time from a guy named Marty Solomon on the BEMA podcast, and I think its helpful to share. Technically, the bow is aimed toward Heaven at God, as though God will not bring judgment the way He did, because He will absorb the judgment Himself and let Him come at a cost to Himself, which is what the incarnation of Jesus and the atonement really represents, like the prodigal son parable where the Father just takes the loss, and receives the son, instead of demanding repayment for the loss of his inheritance.

Look for God’s Signs of Grace – Genesis 9:13 Train your eyes to recognize reminders of God’s faithfulness in everyday life.
Verse 14

#7 The Special Cloud God says He will bring clouds over the land and the sign of the covenant will be in the clouds. The clouds will play a significant roles in certain key stories throughout the Bible. God will lead His people out of Exodus in a pillar of cloud by day. 

The cloud will descend on the tabernacle to signify Gods presence taking up residency in the holy place. The cloud will cover Mt Sinai when Moses enters into the darkness on the mountain where Gods presence is. A cloud of glory will descend on the temple at its installment. 

A cloud will descend on the Mt. of transfiguration with Jesus where God will speak from the cloud to confirm His Son. And in that moment, God is validating His Son. Elijah’s servant will see a cloud the size of a man’s hand right before God ends the drought in Israel. 

When Jesus is baptized, the heavens open and the Spirit descends from the sky where the clouds are. Daniel sees a vision of the son of man on the clouds approaching the ancient of days. Jesus ascends in the clouds then says He’ll come back in the clouds. 

All of these moments symbolize God’s power and presence and sometimes the clouds will be used in prophetic images to poetically represent Gods judgment. And there may be a connection here to the sign of the covenant being in the clouds.

Verse 15

#8 The Promise About Water God says He will remember His covenant between him and Noah and his sons, and with all living creatures. It starts with Noah and his sons, and extends to the rest of creation, seemingly on behalf of Noah and because of his faithfulness. This is similar to Abraham. 

God will remember His covenant lots of times throughout the scriptures with Israel in Egypt. With Israel worshipping the golden calf and Moses asks him to remember His covenant. This idea of remembering means to regard with the intent to act. God will act upon the covenant that He’s regarding as the premise for His action. 

Walk in Reverence of God’s Authority Over Creation – Genesis 9:12–16 Recognize that all creation is under God’s covenant care and sovereignty.
God promises to never let the waters become what they were in the day of Noah. Waters will never reach the level of they did when the flood waters that came upon the land. Jeremiah 47:2 tells us that God is bringing a flood from the north (Babylon) and those waters become an overflowing torrent (a flood) upon the inhabitants of Judah. It’s like a local flood upon Judah and the waters are welling up as their sins are piling up. 

The waters became a flood and destroyed life on the land. But Waters become many things throughout the Bible. Water becomes fresh. Water becomes poisoned or bitter. Water becomes wine in John 2. Water becomes blood with the plagues of Egypt. But the idea of waters building up is not always negative. 

In John 4, Jesus tells the woman at the well that He gives living waters that well up in the hearts of people to eternal life. So, this image of water piling up gets flipped upside down to become a good thing. Not waters of judgment but waters of life. Water can destroy if uncontrolled or water can bring life and that’s what we see with the waters flowing out of the garden in Genesis 2 as well as the waters flowing out of the new Jerusalem in revelation and Ezekiel’s vision

When the bow is seen or made known or made visible as a sign, it detours destruction that should come upon the whole land. God will act in accordance with this covenant by taking a different course of action rather than utterly destroying all flesh. So the sign is proof that God will not do that again.

Remember God’s Faithfulness in Hard Seasons – Genesis 9:15 When life feels uncertain, anchor yourself in what God has already promised.
Verse 17

The bow reminds people of God‘s covenant promises just like we will see with the sign of circumcision in the flesh with the Abrahamic covenant and many others later on. 

This statement about the sign of the covenant repeats in Verse 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. The sign of the covenant is worth repeating.

God mentions this covenant being with Noah, and his sons and all creation many times. He says it’s between “me and you” in Verse 9, 11, 12, 15, 

Then God mentions this covenant is with all the living creatures with Noah, and all creation, in verse 10, 12, 15, 16, 17

God mentions the covenant is between Him and the earth in verse 13, 16, 17


How does this point to Jesus?

Jesus as the True Covenant Mediator – Noah mediates a covenant for creation; Jesus mediates a better covenant for all people.
The Bow Turned Upward – The ‘bow’ symbolizes judgment turned away; Jesus absorbs judgment on the cross.
3. The Sign in the Heavens – Just as the rainbow is lifted up, Jesus is lifted up for all to look to and be saved (John 3:14–15).
4. Salvation Through Association – Those ‘with Noah’ are preserved; those in Christ are saved (Romans 8:1).
5. A Covenant for All Nations – Noah’s covenant is global; Jesus brings salvation to all nations (Matthew 28:19).

Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Isaiah 54:9–10 – God directly compares His covenant with Noah to His enduring covenant of peace.
Ezekiel 1:28 – The rainbow appears as a sign of God’s glory and presence.
Hebrews 6:17–18 – God confirms His promises with an oath, showing His unchanging nature.
Genesis 6:18 – The first mention of God establishing a covenant with Noah.
Revelation 4:3 – A rainbow surrounds God’s throne, reinforcing covenant and mercy imagery.

Conclusion: In the next section, things get real weird. Noah pants a vineyard and ends up getting black out drunk. While he’s out of his mind, his youngest son sneaks in and seems to do something that deserves a curse. And, there are many theories about what he’s really doing to his father, but we’ll save that for the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.
Small Group Reflection Questions

1. God makes a covenant not just with Noah, but with all creation. What does this reveal about God’s heart toward the world—and how should that shape the way you view people and creation?
2. The covenant is unconditional. How does that challenge your understanding of how God relates to humanity?
3. The rainbow is placed in the same place judgment came from (the clouds). Where have you seen God place reminders of His grace in places of past pain or judgment in your life?
4. God repeatedly says He will ‘remember’ His covenant. How does this shape your confidence in God’s promises during uncertain seasons?
5. What does it mean for you personally to be ‘with’ the one God has chosen (Noah → Jesus), and how does that affect your identity and security?

