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If you’ve read the story of Noah and the ark, you probably know that Noah went into the ark 7 days before the flood came. But, have you ever asked why? This might seem like minor detail, but when we look at everything else in this story, it will show you that this detail is anything but insignificant. I’ve heard all kinds of theories about this 7-day waiting period, but I’d like to share a view that isn’t very well known. In this video, we’re going to walk through 12 key insights in Genesis 7, that you can’t miss if you want to understand the deeper message of the Noah story. Then, we’ll finish by connecting all of this to Jesus. Lets jump into God’s word and unpack this story a bit differently than you might be used to.

Welcome to Different Bible Study. I’m Jason Camacho. If you’re wanting to learn how to study the Bible and understand God’s word, this is the channel for you. We’re in Genesis 7. 

*Provide context and then Read Genesis 7:1-10*

We’re going to answer 4 basic, but profound questions in today’s video:
What does this passage say?
What does this passage mean?
How does this passage apply to my life?
How does this point to Jesus? (Stick around til the end to see how the points to Jesus)

Please do like this video and subscribe and watch the rest of our Genesis series 
Check the website and video description below for this week’s bible reading plan
Join us Thursday night 8pm EST for our group study discussion on our discord server
Watch our Matthew studies Monday and story design patterns series on Saturdays 

Verse 1

#1 Noah’s Faithfulness This verse follows “Noah did all the Lord commanded him.” God responded to Noah’s faithfulness. Noah doing all that God told him to do, is what moved him and his family to the place where God would say it’s time to go into the ark. God only told him what to do next because Noah did what God said to do first, otherwise we wouldn’t have this moment.

God’s timing and instruction to go into the ark depends on Noah doing what the Lord said. Noah didn’t know when he’d finish, or when he’d go into the ark, but once he finished his task, God gave him the information he lacked and provided him the next step. This is what it looks like for the word of God to be a lamp to our feet that just lights the next step for us. Faithful obedience precedes further guidance.

The story isn’t so focused on the process of ark building as much as how Noah is saved.

#2 God’s Timing How long did it take for Noah to finish the ark? Why aren’t we told that information? We can do the math with the years of his son’s life and get a rough estimate but not an exact year.

Why did Noah have to wait for the instruction to go into the ark? And how long did Noah wait once the ark was completed? We aren’t told how long after the ark is completed that God told him what to do next. 

God doesn’t necessarily say that Noah’s family is righteous, but rather, Noah is righteous. This doesn’t necessarily mean they’re not righteous, but why would the text  not mention anything about their righteousness? Why only Noah’s?

God doesn’t directly command Noah’s family, rather God instructs Noah to tell his family to go into the ark. Noah here is playing that role of prophetic mouthpiece partnering with God and relaying the will of God to those who benefit from obedience to this message

#3 The Righteous Builder God references the generation of Noah, and how Noah is the righteous one in that generation. If God mentions an entire generation, and then He says “I have seen (evaluated/tested) that you’re righteous,” we might be safe to assume that God was looking for anyone righteous within that generation, but He only found Noah

We should consider how what Noah builds is the opposite of the city that Cain built, which was built on bloodshed and filled with wickedness and rebellion, whereas Noah’s ark is built in faith and obedience to God’s command to preserve life not bring death.

Note the distinction between being “in that generation” but at the same time being “righteous in God’s sight.” He was in that generation but distinct from the people of his day. He stood out as fundamentally different. This is what we can do as followers of Jesus

#4 Entering the Ark Noah built the ark, but he still had to enter it in shoes to go in which was an act of obedience and trust in God. This is similar to those who built the temple. Or those who smeared the blood of the lamb on the door posts in the Exodus story. They each had to still approach that space according to God‘s instruction.

Getting into the ark was the equivalent of entering into the promised land rather than dying outside in the wilderness. That wilderness parallels the chaos that is ensuing outside of Noah’s ark

#5 Necessary Information God doesn’t tell Noah when to go into the ark. He tells Noah when the flood is coming (7 days) but it seems as though Noah won’t enter the ark until the same day of the flood according to Verse 13. But, that verse seems to be recalling what happened earlier, which is why Noah can escape the day the floodwaters come. The author is re-highlighting the moment of entry, not re-dating it. Genesis frequently repeats events from different angles to stress meaning.

Noah seems to enter the ark with his family 7 days before the flood but we’ll come back to this when we get to verse 4.

Verse 2

#6 Clean vs. Unclean Noah is then told to take clean animals. Noah is clean in the sight of God just like the clean animals are. He is able to offer clean sacrifices that get accepted because he is accepted.

We should be asking if the clean animal refers to ceremonially, clean or just pure and useful for sacrifice in a different way. This does not automatically  indicate that these clean animals are declared clean according to the same standard God uses in the law.

Was there a concept of clean/unclean animals in Noah’s day? Was that a culturally understood idea? Or is this the author of Genesis, looking back in hindsight, with an understanding of Torah, and he’s referring to the animals God told Noah to take as being “clean” vs “unclean?” Is the understanding of clean/unclean going to be different or nuanced in the days of Noah? Would being clean mean something a bit different?

Either Noah knew what clean animals were according to what we see in the mosaic law or Moses here is recording in hindsight with the knowledge of Israelite category of clean.

It could be that Noah was familiar with ceremonial purity, but it has not yet been applied to people individually like we will see with Israel. In other words, animals might be considered unclean at this point yet they do not make a person unclean as we will see in Israel’s law

If an animal is considered unclean, why would God allow it on the ark, if indeed Noah had an early form understanding of Israel’s clean vs unclean concept?

Why didn’t God give this information to Noah in chapter 6:19-22? God says nothing about clean or unclean or 7 pairs of clean animals. He doesn’t reveal that til Noah finishes the ark. 

Why 7 pairs of clean animals? And why only one pair of unclean animals? Is this intentional numbering relaying any kind of symbolic message about completion, perfection etc?

When considering the animals til now, there has been no explicit mention of animals being either clean or unclean. This seems to be a new idea being introduced. Why wait til now?

Verse 3

God’s main concern seems to be about the offspring of these clean and unclean animals, rather than the parents being brought on the ark. The parents are brought in order to preserve the future offspring. This is about preserving seed and the future of a species 

These animals being brought into the ark are described as “being kept alive on the face of all the earth.” They are not taken away from the earth like the other animals, they are left alive WITH Noah. This influences how we understand what is happening with Noah and his family.

Verse 4

#7 Waiting 7 Days Back to verse 1, why did God tell Noah to go into the ark 7 days before the flood actually happened? Why did God give him a 7 day heads up?

Some scholars have suggested that this 7-day waiting period functions as a final window for repentance. Humanity has time to respond before judgment falls. 

Some Jewish traditions connect the seven days to a period of mourning for the coming destruction or for the recent death of Methuselah (Noah’s grandfather), but 7-days is not the only standard mourning period we see in Scripture. 

And, those can absolutely be true, but I’d like to suggest the seven day waiting period echoes the rhythm of creation in Genesis 1. This seems abundantly clear, because what follows the seven day build up is a de-creation event, falling back into chaos. Reversal

Let’s consider the significance of the number 7 so far. God created the world in 6 days and rested on the seventh but in this case, God is waiting for these 6 days to bring destruction upon the land in order to bring about a kind of reverse-creation on the seventh day. Instead of God being done creating on the 7th day, God begins the flood and cleansing of the world on the 7th day to mark something new. God Himself links this moment back to the original creation story by clarifying that “He made” every living thing He’s about to destroy. 

There is a new creation coming which necessarily involves a measure of destruction, to make way for the new world to come out from the old world. 

The number 7 represents completion and it’s something we’ve seen with creation and the holy sabbath day God has blessed, sevenfold vengeance for Cain, the 7 pairs of clean animals, pharaoh’s dreams of two sets of 7 cows and grain, Jacob serving Laban 7 years, Joshua walking around the walls 7 days with 7 priests and 7 trumpets and 7 times on the last day and so many more examples. There’s obviously many significant 7’s in the Bible, but just like Israel waited 7 days for the walls of Jericho to come down, and they had to keep trusting God and do what didn’t make sense each day, Noah is also waiting in faith, for what God said was going to come even though he saw no evidence of it.

Sometimes this is what it feels like to follow God is we live by faith not by sight, so we continue trusting and doing what God says even when it doesn’t seem to be working or there’s no evidence that anything is developing or progressing. God’s timing often requires waiting in trust.

#8 The Priestly ‘7' Connection Something important to note is the presence of the seven day period though Genesis 1-2 gives us a seven day creation period, where on the seventh day, God rests. Exodus gives the people of Israel the seven day period where they only eat unleavened bread starting on passover, in Exodus we also see the seven day ordination period for the high priest and his sons, they wear the garments 7 days, and for seven days, the altar is being consecrated and atoned for while Aaron and his sons enjoy that 7 day period of sort of feasting with the Lord. 

An interesting connection to note is how in Exodus 29, this seven day high priest ordination period involves God consecrating the altar, the people who will serve him, and after all of that, He consecrates the sacred space called the tabernacle where the high priest and his sons will serve God. 

Then in the middle, we have a time of judgment upon the wicked, rebellious Israelites within the nation, where the Levites rise up to purge the nation of 3,000 men and they’r ordained for service through that faithful dedication to God. Then, if that isn’t a strong enough case for a mini-flood, Exodus 32:35 says that God sends a plague upon the people for their idolatry, just like we see God sending a flood to remove the wicked here in Genesis 7. 

So, in Exodus 29, the seven day period was God consecrating the altar, a few individuals for service, and then the space itself, then we see the plague God sends to remove the wicked. We see those components here too. God takes a few people attached to one man (Noah) and then God puts them in a sanctuary, and then we see the flood come and take away the wicked. 

Now, we don’t immediately see the altar, until after the flood subsides but then Noah will offer sacrifices to God on that altar, almost as if Noah is consecrated for that “priestly service to God” the way we see Aaron and his sons in Exodus 29.  The idea of God consecrating a space here would be the ark where a consecrated remnant are preserved, to come out and offer sacrifices to God. In other words, this seven day period MIGHT involve a time of consecration, preparation, and we can even see the flood as a sort of cleansing and washing of the earth to make way for new life through Noah and his family

So, this seems to be a good parallel to the priestly nature of Noah’s work as he assumed a priestly role in the story.

Seven days remaining could also parallel the countdown that God gave Abraham in Genesis 15 for the Canaanites having 400 years for their sin to be filled to the full. Noah’s generation is reaching its expiration date similar to the Canaanites in the promised land.

The statement about God removing life from the face of the ground brings us back to when God had made ground creatures and placed them on the land. Through Adam’s curse, the ground was cursed and man would return to the ground in death from which he came. 

This is God not bringing life from the ground, but taking life from the land and bringing it back into the ground. God made mankind and earth creatures from the dust of the ground and now they’re returning to it by Gods decree

#9 Significance of 40 Why 40 days? Jesus 40 days in the wilderness. 40 years in wilderness. Goliath taunting 40 days. Moses 40 days on mountain. Ezekiel lays on his side for 40 days as a sign of Judah’s punishment. 40 days of mourning Jacob. 40 days of Israel spying out the land. God told Nineveh through Jonah 40 days til judgment. Jesus spent 40 days testifying and teaching after resurrection. 40 represents a time of testing.

The reference to day and night (evening and morning) seems like a reference to the days of creation in Genesis 1. But in this case, it’s destroying the old world to bring about a new one.

God says that he will make rain, which is what was earlier referenced in Genesis 2:5 that the Lord had not yet caused it to rain. That earlier reference to rain might be pointing forward to this moment. There are still seven days before the rain comes.

When God says he is blotting out life this refers to him cleaning and destroying through the purifying flood waters that are coming

Verse 5

#10 Righteous Before Obedience? It is worth noting that Noah was declared righteous before he ever did what God told him to do regarding the ark. This is quite similar to how Abel was righteous before he ever brought his gift. This doesn’t mean Noah didn’t have a life of obedience to God, but we aren’t told of any good works prior to this work of the ark. We can probably safely assume he lived an upright life but the story doesn’t emphasize what he did before the ark project 

The idea of Noah finishing building the ark is reminiscent of God creating the earth and finishing that in 6 days then resting on the seventh. Noah here has finished his work, and is entering the ark as a kind of rest from his work (just like God) and we see the presence of 7 days here as well. Then Noah will come out of the ark into a kind of new world (or new creation) where God starts over with him and his family just as God did with Adam and Eve. 

The scripture repeats the exact statement almost verbatim from 6:22. But in that case, Noah was building the ark and finished it in obedience. Now, he’s taking his family and the animals with him into the ark in obedience. So far, there are two stages to Noah’s calling and obedience: one is building something, the other is going into what he’s finished.

Verse 6 

Why do we care how old Noah was when the flood waters came when we don’t even know when he started building the ark? What is the connection between Noah’s years and the flood of destruction in connection with the number 6, seeing how Noah’s age is a multiple of 6 and many would say the number ‘6’ is the number of fallen man.

Verse 7

#11 De-Creation Begins They are going in the ark because of the water. The flood waters caused them to escape into the ark. They are escaping from the face of the flood of waters. Like Genesis chapter 1, where darkness was over the face of the waters now the waters of destruction are on the face of the land before the face of God.

It doesn’t matter whether it’s daytime or nighttime. The only thing that matters is that it is raining. It is as though day and night are meshed together, and that boundary between night and day has been removed

It might be worth considering that unclean might be distinct from not clean because technically these are different Hebrew words, though the concept might be exactly the same. The author could’ve used the word for unclean, but he instead phrases this as the absence of cleanness. Everywhere else in the Bible we see unclean referring to food that are off limits for Israel but here it’s “not clean”

#12 Brought Through The Flood Noah and his family are described as “escaping the flood” by going into the ark. The ark here is viewed as their safety, salvation and refuge from death and destruction. God doesn’t keep the flood far away from Noah and his family, he brings them safely through the flood. He doesn’t bring them around the flood to completely avoid it. 

They escape the destruction of the flood, not the presence of it. It still happens around them, but they go through it safely inside the ark. This is a statement about how God is not a refuge AWAY from the storm but IN THE midst of it. God could’ve done it any other way but he gave them a safe place in the middle of the flood not far away from it. God provides safety and salvation right in the middle of chaos and death. 

In order to escape the flood, they had to listen to God’s voice and go into the ark. It wasn’t enough to build the ark, they had to go inside of it. They wouldn’t be saved by standing back and admiring the hard work of their father and what he had built. Even if they helped build it, they aren’t saved by priding themselves in what they had built with their father. They had to actually trust God and listen to his voice again. 

Obedience doesn’t just happen one time. Obedience is a continual lifestyle. Noah obeyed God each time God commanded him. It might have felt and looked somewhat ridiculous to not only build the ark but to go into it 7 days before it even started raining. The text doesn’t say he was mocked or persecuted or ridiculed by anyone but there’s a chance. And obedience will often look ridiculous to people who don’t believe or trust God the way that we do.  

True Salvation requires entering what God provides, which is Christ Jesus

Verse 8

Here we have the animals coming to Noah just like Adam and Genesis chapter 2 when God brought all the animals to Adam for him to name. 

We see the emphasis once again on creatures being WITH NOAH just as his family in verse 7. The point is that Noah is that righteous one in Gods sight and the blessing and favor upon Noah for protection and salvation is extended through him to anyone or anything that would join him on the ark. 

Verse 9 

This is the third time we see God commanding Noah, and Noah doing what God commanded him. Noah built the ark. Noah went into the ark with his family. And even down to these small details, Noah brings the right amount of each specific kind of animal. 

Verse 10 

The floodwaters came when God said they would, which was after Noah had done all that God told him to do. Part of Gods timing involves Noah’s obedience. 

God fulfills His word exactly as spoken, and we can rely on His word and live like its true. We can take God at His word and build our lives on the rock of His word and faithfulness. 
How does this point to Jesus?

Matthew 7 Jesus speaks of two men that build two houses on two foundations. Both houses experience a flood but only one stands because that person obeyed the words of Jesus and did what God said, which was to trust in Jesus for salvation. That parable is almost a mirror image of this story. 

Two groups of people here: one that’s swept away and one that stands strong. One builds what God said and listens to Gods words and the others don’t. One builds on a strong foundation the other doesn’t. 

Both experience the flood but only is safely brought through it standing through faith. It seems as though what Noah builds is contrasted with the city that Cain built in Chapter 4, which was built on bloodshed and filled with wickedness and rebellion, whereas Noah’s ark is built in faith and obedience to God’s command to preserve life not bring death.

Jesus is our eternal salvation right now, presently in the midst of this broken world and eventually when we face death, he’s our way through death to life on the other side. This just speaks to how God not always taking His people far from problems, but He promises to be what they need in the midst of it to bring them through it safely to the other side

Noah’s family is only safe from the flood because they are WITH NOAH which is a statement about their relationship with Noah, their proximity to Noah, their attachment to Noah, which is what happens when we believe in Christ. Ephesians tells us we are spiritually positioned in Him through faith to be safe in Him as our refuge and salvation from death and destruction. 

We’ll see this same idea throughout scripture where God will bless and protect those who are attached to one whom he has chosen, whether it’s Moses and the people crossing the Red Sea, God’s people following Joshua into the promised land, the household of Abraham and his offspring, or even the nation of Israel and any gentile converts who come into Gods chosen nation, this theme is all throughout the Bible and culminates in Jesus

We see that Noah as an individual is just as important as what he built, which is the ark. Coming to the person to get into the ark requires coming to Noah like Jesus says in Matthew 11:28 when he says come to me and I will give you rest. Noah here is said to be giving rest from work and later on the arc will rest on the mountain as well, which is why this story is all about a new kind of rest and a new kind of creation.

Jesus passed the 40-day period of testing that came upon him in the wilderness. He is our faithful High Priest that builds the new ark in Himself for us to find rescue and salvation 

This theme of sacred safe space is seen with Exodus in the final plague, the house of Rahab in Jericho, the tabernacle/temple in Israel, and other images primarily pointing to Jesus as THE salvation and incarnate presence of God. With Jericho we see safe space and 7-day waiting.

Supplementary Bible reading plan:
Hebrews 11:7-16 – Noah’s faith and obedience
Matthew 24:36-51 – Jesus compares His coming to the days of Noah
Exodus 12:14-32 – Entering the house marked for salvation
Joshua 6 – Seven-day obedience before deliverance
Matthew 7:24–29 – Obedience as the foundation that survives the flood

Conclusion: In the next section, we see the destruction of the floodwaters with a few key details that often get overlooked. These small details make all the difference though. That’s what we’ll look at in the next video. In the meantime, follow our reading plan, join us Thursday night for our follow up convo, like this video and leave an encouraging comment, and I’ll see you in the next video.

5 Reflection & Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think God asked Noah to wait seven days before the flood began? What does this teach us about the nature of waiting on the Lord?
2. What does Noah’s obedience teach us about trusting God when nothing seems to be happening?
3. How does being “in the ark” shape the way you think about salvation in Christ?
4. Where might God be calling you to wait in faith rather than rush ahead even though you might be able to make something happen?
5. How does this passage reshape your understanding of God’s patience and judgment?

